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PREFACE. 



THE Puerperal Fever, is a difeafe 
peculiar to lying-irt Women* The 
term puerperal is derived from the Latia 
word puerperus* and > ftri&ly fpeaking, 
fignifies no more than childbed. But as 
this is the moft dangerous of all childbed- 
fevers, fome writers, by way of eminence, 
have properly called it \the puerperal fever, 
to diftinguifh it from The milk-fever^ or 
any other* incident to women after deli- 
very. 

Notwithftanding this difeafe hath been 
common to lying-in women in all ages, 
and in all climates, and even been de~ 
feribed in the works of the firft writer on 
the art of healing % yet being generally 
looked upon, rather as a fymptora or 
<ponfequence of forne other difeafe, than 

& -Hipocrates. 

a a difeafe 
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a difeafe itfelf, it hath been either en-* 
tirely over-looked, or only fuperficially 
defcribed by the generality of medical 
Writers ; infomuch that we have fcarcely 
had a determinate name, by which to 
diftinguifh it. Moft authors have term- 
ed it, An obftruttion, or fupprejpon of the 
lochia; others, An inflammation of the 
uterus; fbme have called it, "The lochial 
fever; fome, After-pains; and, in the nor* 
thern parts of Great Britain, it is faid tp 
be named The weed. But I am clearly of 

opinion that the Puerperal Fever \£ as 
much an original, or primary difeafe, as* 
the ague, quinfy, pleurify, or any other 
complaint incident to the human body. 
Phyficians have fo greatly differed like- 
wife, concerning the nature, caufe, and 
treatment of the Puerperal Fever, that it 
remaineth, to the prefent time, a fubjedl 
of much difpute s . 

And what is of more fatal confequence 
than may at firft be imagined, is the 
ignorance pf people in general, and 

•VM, Chap. v. 

particularly 
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particularly of lying-in women and thei* 
attendants, refpedting this difeafe ; which 
c&ufes them cither to negleft it, or to 
miftake it for ,/ffter-pains, or fbme Colic 
complaint \ and to this I afcribe, infonve 
meafufe, the great fatality attending it y 
as will be fliown more fully hereafter. 
It is of confequence, therefore, to the 
community, to be perfectly acquainted 
with the true nature, and danger, of this 
dlfbrder ; as it oqCafions the death of 
the greater part of thofe who perifli irr 
childbed ! 

Publick hofpitals, for 'reception of the 
iick and hurt, are the grand feminaries 
of practical knowledge in the art of medi- 
cine* Jhe utility of thefe inftitutions- 
is fo apparent, that they are now umver-» 
fally received all over Europe. Great 
Britain in particular hath not been be- 
htlid-hand, in pfomotihg fiich humane 
deftgns. Buildings of this kind, or which 
incidentally promote the fame end* are 
to be fecn in almoft every part of this 

a z great 



W PREFACE. 

great metropolis. Among the reft, THE 
CITY OF LONDON LYING-IN HOS- 
PITAL rifes up a fimple, yet elegant, mo- 
nument of her beneficence I * There the 
induftrious poor meet with a fafe and ten- 
der Asy lum, in the hour of diftrefs. But 
the bountiful hand of charity doth not flop 
here ; it is alfo ftretched out to provide them 
every medical afliftance, under the vari- 
ous diforders which fucceed a ftate of preg- 
nancy . With this vie w,the fupporters of that 
benevolent undertaking have a phyfician 
to attend to all the difeafes both of the wo- 
men, and childltn. And that his fole atten- 
tion may be fixed to this one great point, 
the wifdom of that houfe d iredls, that he 
fliall be a perfon who hath no connexion 
with the praftice of midwifery; and be 
chofen under the name of Pbyfician in 
Ordinary to that charity. The author 

* This Hofpital is entirely fupported by a voluntary, 
annual Subscription ; whereby four x>r five hundred poor • 
Ob efts are admitted every Year, and relieved with alj 
Necefiaries during Childbed, 

4 ef 
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of this treatife, had that honour conferr- 
ed upon him, fome time ago. This cii> 
cumftance hath afforded him frequent 
opportunities of obferving the rife and 
progrefs of the diforder, now under 
confideration, and hath furnifhed him 
with many particulars in the following 
difcourfe. 

In the defcription of the difeife he 
hath endeavoured to fcparate from it 
fuch fympitoms of other diftempers as 
have erroneoufly been afcribed to this, 
which precifion is of the utmoft confe- 
quence in the defcription of every com- 
plaint; left one difeafe fliould be con- 
founded with another, and the diftind: 
knowledge of each be rendered dark, and 
intricate. For example, inthefcurvy, how 
many difeafes, or fymptoms of difcafes, 

as I have remarked elfewhere % have 
been attributed to that fimple mala- 
dy, which do not belong to it ? and how 
jnany volumes have been written to de- 

1 In Libello de Scorbuto, cap. i» 

fcribe 



*! PREFACE. 

feribe its ffe&s, and maimer of treat- 
ment ? 

But the author's principal defign, in 
treating of the Puerperal Fever ', hath been 
to fearch into, and to difcover, its true 
origin and fource, and to fhow the va- 
rious changes which it makes upon the 
human body ; that we may be led to a 
more uniform, and certain method of 
cure. How far he hath fucceeded in his 
attempts, is humbly fubmitted to future 
experience, and to the judgment, and 
candour of the decerning publick, 
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CHAR I; 

Defcription of the Difeafe* 

UP O N the firft, fecond, or third day 
after delivery, but moft commonly 
on the fecond, the patient complains 
of violent pain and fbrenels over the whole 
hypogaftric region ; that is, from the navel 
downwards. The tendernefs is often fo 
acute, that the gentleft touch is alrnoft infuf- 
ferable. The belly feels commonly foft. 

A Som^- 
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Sometimes it will be greatly fwelled ; but, ia 
geaesafc at the beginning of the dife^fe, it 
is not much more tumefied than what may 
be expected fo early after delivery. There is 
no inflammation, or other difcoloration, to be 
feen on the abdominal fkin« 






Though the pain of the belly be general, 
yet it commonly gffefts ipme one part in par-* 
ticular more than another. Sometimes the 
chipf feat , of pain will fye in ,both the iliac 
re'gi : oH3"j ' fortietimtfs lit ifne more than the 
other. At one time the region of the os 
fubisi or groin, will be the efetef feat } at an- 
other, a violent pain will fix acrofs the pit 
of the ftomach, andittfiks thrpugh the fhort 
ribs, on each fide, down to the fpine. The 
pains will qftpn\ gfl(| qix tbi$ appearance of 
labour-pains, and fhoot from the loins and 
betyy into the groin, an^ thighs.. They axe 
tKen generally" miftaken, by. the patient anrf 
her ^tteiulants, for after-pains* ancf being ueg- 
lefted 1 , the diftafe quickly gains ftrength^ 
and proves, by this* means, too often fatal. 
When, the pain lodges about the pubes % or 
groin, it will foipetim^s afFe& the anys 9 anc^ 
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heck of the bladder. But thefe is feldom any 
fenfe of heat, or throbbing paid, in the feS- 
gion of the vagina: and whenever this doth 
happen, it is probably owing to a differient 
caufe. 

The pains of the abdbmn it e generally pre* 
ceded by greater or lefs degrees of rig6f> or 
convtillive Ihudderings with fenfe of cold. 
Sometimes there is no rigor ; or, at leaft, ib 
flight as not to be attended to by the patient. 
Aft<£, r ihdeed, the figof, in geiiettil, : is 'much 
lefs than what is bbferVable in maily other 
fevefs. Nof is the violence of the fubffc- 
qtient difeafe to be judged of by the degree of 
the preceding rigof* For fbriietimes k flight, 
or no rigor at all, will be followed by a fevef e 
attack of the difeafe, and a great rigor by a 
ilight attack* The wife of Roffb, for in- 
ftance, begah with a rigor which continued 
for an hotir, and (he recovered on the fixth 
day. The wife of CoiPfe had no rigof> yet 
the difeafe proved mortal in a few days. 

Thdtlgh the firft, fecortd, of third day af- 
ter delivery, be the cottimon and almoft con-* 
ftant times of the fiitt beginning of the ma- 

A % lady, 
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Jady, yet it is not without its variations. 
For, fometimes, it will come on from the 

very time of delivery, or even before, and be 
confounded with, or loft, as it were, in the 
labour-pains ; or it may not appear till after 
leveral days. But thefe are only to be con- 
fidered as varieties ; however, fuch varieties 
as are always to be remembered by the phy- 
fician, that he may not, at any time, be off 
his guard. 

The patient, from the beginning, gene- 
rally complains of a pain in the head, which 
is confined chiefly to the forehead, and parts 
about the eyebrows ; this is frequently at- 
tended with a vertigo* or giddinefs in the 
head, and want of reft. 

There is much thirft. The tongue, on 
examination, commonly appears white, blit 
feldom foul, and is fbft and moift to the 
touch. A red line will fometimes run ijp 
the middle of it, and the whitenefs remain 
on each fide : in this cafe the red part is ufii- 
ally dry, and the white moift. Sometimes 
the tongue will continue white and moift till 
the approach of death ; but, in general, be- 

. , fore 
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fore that period, it becomes very dry and 
rough, and changes to a dark brown colour, 
often with a mixture of yellow. 

A general anxiety, or dejedtion of mind 
appears in the countenance, and the eyes par- 
ticipate of the lame diftrefs. The face is of- 
ten flufhed, and fometimes there is a deep 
red, Or livid colour fixed in the cheeks. 

The fkin is generally hot and dry ; but 
fometimes fo cool and temperate, that a per- 
{on from thence could hardly know whether 
the patient laboured under any difeale or not. 
Sometimes intermediate fweats come on all 
over the body, and thele ufually reJieve the 
patient ; but they are more common when 
the difeale begins to abate. 

The pulfe, in general, is quick and weak; 
though fometimes it will refill the finger 
pretty ftrongly. At the beginning of the 
difeale, it leldom beats lefs than a hundred 
ftrokesin the Ipace of a minute ; and, from 
this number, I have fount! it run on to one 
hundred and fixty. The intermediate pulfc- 
tions were various. The moft common 

number 
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number was one hundred and twenty-eight } 
and the next general numbers were, one 
hundred and ftvelve, one hundred and twen- 
ty, and one hundred and thirty-two. The 
different habits of body, and circumftances 
of the diforder, will eafily account for thefe 
Variations in the pulfe. When the difeafe 
proves mortal, the pulfe at laft becomes fb 
quick and weak as fcarcely to be numbered. 

A fhortnefs in breathing, without any 
wheezing or noife in the breaft, generally 
accompanies the diftemper from the begin- 
ning. This commonly keeps pace with the 
degree of pain in the abdomen. For if the 
pain be very moderate, the fhortnefs in 
breathing is alfo very flight, or perhaps not 
at all perceptible; but if acute, the breathing 
is accelerated in proportion, and the pain is 
increafed at every infpiration. I fhould be 
glad, in this article, to exprefi myfelf fb as 
to be rightly underftood. I call it a fhort- 
nefs in breathing rather than a difficulty, 
becaufe a difficulty in breathing may be at- 
tended with a full infpiration, and a defire of 
taking in a large quantity of air ; whereas? 
the breathing, I here mean to defcribe, is quite. 

the 
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the reverfe ; the infpirations are quick and 
(mail, with a fear and dread, as it were, of 
making a full infpiration ; or, in other 
words, of dilating the thorax. The reafon, 
of this, as I apprehend, is not, in general, 
owing to any complaint in the lungs, or 
cheft (except when the pains extend to the 
region of the ftomach and ribs) but merely 
to the grand, feat of the diforder being with- 
in the abdomen, and which* at every inspira- 
tion, is fqueezed, as it were, betwixt two 
jreffcs.; by the diaphragm from above, and 
the abdominal mufcles from below. I al~ 
mod fhudder, with horror, when I confider 
the excruciating torments that muft rack the 
diftreffed patient, under thefe dreadful circum- 
ftances? But the read'er can have no adequate 
idea of what, 1 mean till he comes to underftand 
the true feat of the difeafe, by the help of 
diffe£tions. As the malady increafes, the 
fhortnefs in breathing increafes likewife, and 
Before death clofes the fcene, the infpirations 
are often fb fmall that the cheft is hardly feeh 
to move, and the breath feems* no longer to 
diftend the lungs, but to be confined to the 
ftfpera arteria, or upper part of the thorax. 
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A cough frequently attends, yet is no- 
ways effential to the difcafe, but merely acci- 
dental : however it ufually proves trouble- 
fome, and, when violent, is not without 
danger ; as may be learnt from what hath 

juft now been hinted. 

' The patient, when the difeafe is violent, 
generally lies on her back,, jfeldom turning 
on her fide or belly. 

Vomiting, with complaints of a load and 
ficknefs at the ftomach, are very ufual fymp- 
toms ; however thefe are far from being al- 
ways prefent. What is thrown up is com T 
fnonly either yellow, green, or of a blackifh 
colour. The vomiting will fometimes come 
on from the time of delivery, and not unfre-. 
quently precede it. When death approaches 
there is, for the moft part, a continual dis- 
charge by vomit of whatever is taken ; and 
what is brought up, is commonly either 

gfeen, or black. 

i • 

; < . 

The belly, at the beginning, is generally 
coltive. Sometimes it is very regular, at 

other 
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•other times a diarrhoea attends. When this 
•laft i&:the cafe, what is difcharged is ufually 
of a datk browti Colour and very fetid ; and 
the Itools are fometitnes covered with a whi- 
tifli froth* Flatulencies in the bowels are 
very common, whether the belly be loofe or 
coflive. When [the difeafe terminates in 
death, involuntary (tools are the. general har- 
bingers. 

The, patient at firft often complains of 
fome difficulty in making water, and dis- 
charges it in fmall quantities; but this ufu- 
ally goes off after having a ftool or two* 
The urine, after (landing for fome time to 

fettle, generally appears of a brown colour, 
and depofits a crude fediment half floating at 
the bottom of the glafs. What is meant by 
crudity in the urine is hard to define, and 

fcarcely to be learnt but by ocular demon- 
ftration. It is a cloud, or fettling in the 
urine, which the phyfician experts to be 
changed, or cbnco&ed, as it is commonly 
termed, by the progrefs of the difeafe, into 
3 thick coloured fediment. But if a perfect 
flow of the lochia continues, during the dif- 
Order, then the urine, after fettling, gene* 

B rally 
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rally appears red and inflamed. It is neceflary 
to remark this laft circumftance, left the 
phyfician fliould, at firft fight, be deceived, 
and afcribe that to an inflammatory ftate of 
the blood, which is owing merely to an in- 
nocent discharge from the uterus. As the 
difeafe abates, the urine, in 'common, puts , 
on a remarkable change ; it becomes turbid, 
ufually of a yellowifh or clay-colour, not 

much unlike a deco&ion of Peruvian bark 
When cold ; and depofits a thick yellowifh 
fediment, frequently tinged with a mix- 
ture of purple. But the urint is not always 
fo regular in its appearance, for fometimes it 
will greatly vary : however, in general, when 
a crifis is forming, a diligent obferver may 
perceive plain indications of it in the urine* 
When the diftemper ends unfavourably, the 
urine fekfom changes, but continues preflrty 
much the fame to the laft* 

The lochia, or ufual difcharges after deK- 
yery, commonly lofe their florid connexion,; 
ftnd diminifh in quantity; but if the difeafe 
goes off foon, the natural flow generally re- 
turns. Sometimes, indeed, there feems to 
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Se vferp fef?le change made, with refjyeft to 
tfeie flow of the hcbia* The difcharge will, 
DOW and then, appear quite black. 

The patient, in general, does not com- 
plain fo much of w.ant of milk, during the 
progrefs.of this difeafe* as to prevent he* 
fijckling her child ; however the contrary will 
fpmetirncs happen, elpscially if it be very 
violent, or a diarrhoea attend and the ftools 
be thin and watery. 

. Pain of the heid is commoii to 610ft fe- 
vers* and although, in this malady, as ob- 
ferved above, it be among the firft fymp- 
torn*, yet it is attended with this peculiarity, 
that it feldom is accompanied with any deli- 

rJum, through the whole courfe of the dif- 
eafe; unlefs perhaps a few hours before 
death. .Nay, fbmetimes the patient will re- 
tain her fenfes to the laft, which, confiderr 
ing the violence of the difbrder, is very won- 
derful. . Perhaps it maybe owing to the ra- 
pid progrefs the difte'mper generally makes, 
when it proves fatal ; ib that there is not 
tjme for that change to be made in the brain, 

B 2 as 
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as in many other fevers of longer duration : 
bcfides, the feat of this difbrder is never in 
the head, but always confined within the 
trunk of the body. 

The blood, when ordered to be taken 
away in this difeafe, was generally fizy, with 
a quantity of yellow ferum. I do not re- 
member ever feeing the blood in a diflblved 
ftate. 

I have not remarked any precife time, or 
critical day, that nature takes for the termi- 
nation of the difeafe : but fhe endeavours to' 
relieve herfelf by three different ways ; by a- 
diarrhoea, by urine, and by fweat. A dfar- * 
rboea is the chief way by which, as far as I 
have obferved, (he is able completely to ex- 
tricate herfelf; and this fhe often attempts 
from the beginning of the malady. The 
wife ofFAREHAM, for example, was relie- 
ved from her difbrder in forty- eight hours, 
by the kind efforts of nature in producing a 
diarrhoea. And the wife of Garret wa& 
cured in twenty-four hours, by the like fpon- 

taneaqa 
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taneous difcharge. Of the other two eva- 
cuations, fweating is the moft ejfe&ual. 

The reader will probably expe& that I 
fhould have taken notice here of the lochia* 
as the moft probable, and I might fay almoft 
the only method by which nature could form; 
a perfeft crifis. It is true, that at the be-' 
ginning of the diftemper, as laid above, 
there is frequently more or lefs of a fupjprefc" 

lion or change made in the lochia^ and a re- 
turn of the fame when the difeafe begins tor 
go off. But I do not remember ever meet- 
ing with an inftance where this malady was 
brought to a crifis by a flow of the lochia? 
Neither do I well comprehend how nature 

can throw off the difeafe this way, any fur- 

-* ... 

ther than by diminifhing the quantity of 
blood, in the lame manner as an hemorrhage 
at the nofe, or bleeding at the arm would do» 
But a difcharge of blood alone does not ap- 
pear, to me at leaft, iufficient to remedy the 
evil. Nor does nature make ufe of this way 
either to cure or prevent the difeafe; if fhe 
4id, it would hardly follow fo foon after that 

copious 
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copious difcharge of blood, which fucceeds 
every delivery. The fnppreffion of the lo- 
chial difcharge feems to be in confequence of 

the difbrder, and the return in confequence of 
its abatement. This may probably be owing to 
afjpafmodick conftriftion of the uterine veflels 
occafioned by the pain within the abdomen, 
during the difeafe, and to a relaxation of 
them bv its ceifation. Tuft in the fame man- 
ner as may be obferved, by ocular demon- 
ftration, in any large frefli external wound. 
For if an inflammatory difpofition feize the 
vefTels going to the part, the difcharge will 
become thin and ichorous ; but as fbon as 
the inflammatory conftridiion of the veflels is 
removed, by means of proper evacuations and 
a cooling regimen, the difcharge becomes^ 
immediately more free, and better condition- 
ed. Be this, however, as it will, the truth 
is* as far as I have been able to difcern, that 
fiehher the lochia, nor even the icterus itfelf,- 
ate primarily affe&ed hv this drfeafe> but only 
fbffer by confent ; the feme as the bladder, or 
my other neighbouring mfcus might do. 
The realbn of this affertiott will be explained 

more 
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more fully, in its proper place, when we come 
,to treat of the caufes of this difeafe. 

It is almoU needlefs to remark that thik 
fever mutt* of courfe, be complicated ^vith 
any diforder that the patient might happen to 
labour under at the time of VrhikUbirth. The 

* - 

chief that I have met with in this way, <>f 
any consequence, hath been the pbtbtfis pul- 
monalis. If any difeafe hath taken its imme- 
diate origin, as it were, out of the puerperal 
fever, and been combined with it, it hath been 
the peripneumony. I have met with feveral 
inflances of this kind. 

As to the miliary fever, fb common among 
Jying-in women, it hath no connexion at all 
with the puerperal fever ; and when it doth 
happen to be joined with it, I fufpeft it muffc 
generally be owing to an over-heated room,' 
a warm regimen, an unfeafbnabls ufe of cor- 
dials, or heating medicine^ The puerperai 
fever is a difeafe Jui generis, of a nature pe- 
culiar to itfelf ; and as fimple and regular hi 
its appearance, for the moft part, as any dif- 
temper incident to the human body* Info- 
much 
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much that it is a matter of no fmall furprize, 
that phyficians in general fhould have either 
overlooked it, or have been fo irregular and 
confufed in its ciefcription. 

This fever, as to the time of its duration, 
will vary, according to the violence of the 
difeafe, the manner of treatment, and the 
time of the patient making her complaints 
known. In general, if it ends favourably, 
it may terminate in three, four, or five days 
from the time of complaining. The wife 
of Lawson had her fever terminated even in 
twenty-four hours, by purging her with the 
fal catharticus amarus, notwithftanding the 
pains of the abdomen were very fevere, and 
the pulfe at one hundred and thirty-fix. 
What is here to be understood by the word 
terminate, is no more than that the pains 
ceafe, the fever abates, and the patient is out 
of danger. I do not mean that the fick per- 
lon is able, in that time, to get up and walk 
about, as if nothing had happened. Un- 
doubtedly fhe muft require fome time after- 
wards, to recover her ftrength ; and even the 
weaknefs, from the preceding labour would 

demand 
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4ematt4 that, exclusive of this intervening 
ijaalacjy. 

When the difeafe refifts the efforts qf nature, 
$nd baffles the afliftance of art, it generally 
proves mortal, as far as I haveobferved, on 
the fifth, fixth, feventh, eighth, ninth, 
tenth, eleventh, or twelfth day, after deli- 
very ; the day on which the delivery hap- 
pened, not being included. And this rule, 
as to time, I fhall attend to through the 
whole of this difcourfe, unlefs where it is 
otherwife expreffed. In this opinion I am 

lupported by Galen. <€ A quo die 9 inquit, 
fnulitr pepererity ab eonumerare incipias, non 
a quo azpit febricitare : nam aliquce fecunda 
tertiove die, pofiquam pepererint, in febrem 
incidunty at que ab eo plerique futuram cri- 
Jim enumerant. Verum res fecus habet ; 
. quum oporteat a die, quo fcetum edet> enu- 
merationem exordiri 1 ." And this obvious 
reafon may be afligned for it, namely, that 
the very hour of delivery can always be ex- 
actly afcertained ; whereas the time of attack 
is often various, and uncertain. Sometimes, 

1 In Pxognoftic. Charter. Tom, viii. pag. 668. 

C indeed, 
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indeed, the diforder may be protra&ed to a 
much longer period ; but then it generally 
either begins later than common, or is at- 
tended with ibme particular circumftances. 
I have remarked that a diarrhoea coming on 
either at the • beginning or afterwards, and 
Continuing through the whole courfe of the 
difeafe, will lometimes rather tend to prolong 
than quicken the time of death. The wife 
Of Liner* for inftance, had a diarrhoea from 
the firft, which continued, at intervals, to 
the laft, and fhe furvived till the eighteenth 
or nineteenth day after her delivery. 

Before death, there is leldom that change 
made in the eye and countenance which 
happens in moft other fevers, unlefs juft at 
the very laft ; and perhaps for the fame rea- 
lon as given above *. Nor do the teeth, in 
general, colle£t that brown or blzcYiih fordes 
which is fb obfervable in many fevers. A 
delirium, I have obferved before, feldom at* 
tends, and the fame may be faid of the hic- 
cough zxi&fubfultui tendinum. 



Page ii« . 
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The pain of the abdomen generally aibates, 
or entirely ceafes, for fbme hours before 
death ; but fbmetimes the patient expires in 
great agonies. 

The difeafe happens at all times of the 
year, and is incident to women of all ages 
after delivery, as well to thofe who have had 
many children, as thofe who have had few. 
Such women as have fufFered great hardships, 
or exerted their ftrength beyond meafiire, 
during gravidity, feem to be ipore fubjeft, to 
this malady, than others who have gonp 
through that ftate with more eafe, and tran- 
quillity. 

Having thus given a general defcription of 
the difeafe, I will collect into one point of 
view what I look upon to be its chief patho- 
gnomonic fymptoms, or chara&eriftic marks, 
Thefe are, an acute pain and great forenefs, 
over the lower part of the abdomen, attended 
with a fever, and commonly a pain in the 
forehead, happening foon after delivery.- Al- 
though thefe figfis are fufficient, in general, 
to diftinguifh it from all other difeafes, yet 
it may be neceflijry to particularize thofe witlj 

C 3 which 
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which it hath the greateft affinity, and mark 
out fbme of their chief diftincVions. 

1 . It may be diftinguifhed from after-pains, 
by the fever ; by the exquifite tendernefs of 
the belly, and the pain not being periodical, 
but continual. 

2. From the milk-fever, by the pain and 
teiideirriefs of the abdomen', by the abfence of 
tefifkm or fullnefs of the mamfn<2> or fhoolv 
ing pains about the breafts, and arm-pits. 

3. From the miliary fever, by the general 
lenfations of pain and fbrenefs about the hy- 
pogaftric region, and greater colour in the 
urine; by a lefs degree of, hiirry, and confu- 
fion of the fpirits ; by having no eruptions,' 
nor fenfe of pricking or tingling in the fkin ; 
and if thefe laft flioiild 'happen, by their giv- 
ing no relief, whic!i> in the miliary fever, 
they commonly do* 

4. From the iliac pajfton, by the pain not 
being fb fixed to any particular fpot, as round 
the navel or the like; but being more dif- 
fufed ovSr the abdomen, and confined chiefly 

to 
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to the lower part of the belly ; by the patient 
lying pretty ftill, and not twifting the body 
about, or preffing upon the belly with a view 
of relieving the pain ; and laftly, . by a diar- 
rhoea either attending, or the. body being e*K 
fily ibluhle by cathartics. 

m 

5. From the flatulent colic, by the attend* 
ing fever, the abdominal pain and fbreneis, 
and by the pains not moving about from one' 
part of the inteftinal canal to another* 

6. From an inflammation of the uterus, by 
not having the fenfatiob of a weight and tu- 
mour, and a continual burning, throbbing 

pain, in the region of the uterus 9 extending 
to the adjacent parts. 

Hippocrates diftinguifheth an inflam- 
mation of the uterus , by the following figns : 
* € Hv (pheyfJLxiniTai v fMTPH} ^averou* Hv £& ti 
c<pcLKeXify-$7rahtyxor<x,ivri) irup i%ei c§t>, $ l*.tyct % 
jj <ppix,Yi GTtAypr) vol a/uL(pi Ta ai£oict y eKTrayhtoS ri 

d%hv$ } Kj l£pu$ f*eTa>7nS'auQ$) rd aspect, ^V%QPTCU 

1<M 
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H&tov «3c eSitet, ovH i vfipn'tvepyeT* aairin xoA- 

$ n xo/A/jf, $ fioa, $ dvccitnrei, x,cu ofuvarca 
To, sre 7trpov> xj tv$ @3@ojvcl$, xcu rati i%vcc$, $ 
TapocCpvaiets, %et\ ra,%u J&rarxatnv : St inftamma- 

tusfuerit uterus ', vellicatur ; quod ft quid cor- 
ruptum fuefit et recruduerit, febris corripit 
acuta et 'magna, horror que durus partes circa 
pudenda \ ferocitejrafficitur, mordetur, & con- 
citatur. Ac Ji r . quis digit o contigerit, rurfus 
pejus babet, et pungitur, caput etjinciput do- 
let, turn caligo, tumfrontisfudor adejl, extre- 
ma perfrigerantur ac tremunt, inter dum etiam 
fopor occupat, neque audire poteft, neque ali- 
quid uterus efficit ; multum eft cibi fajiidium, 
neque ft o mac bus, neque ventriculus omnino cibum 
attraAit; vociferatur, prqft/it, dolet pubetn, in- 
guina, et /umbos, et occultos pudendi locos, fe*> 
fori (er que inter eunt *.- ? 

. Commentators differ with refpe£t to the 
true meaning of the word ^Iolvstcu. Char-? 
jjcerius, as we fee above, tranflates it vel/n 



1 De Mulier. Morb. lib. 2. cap, 50, Charter, torn, vii, 

fatur; 
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catur; Foesius hath it contrabitur. The 
common meaning of the word referreth to 
the touch; and Hippocrates generally 
ufeth it in this very fenfe, as may be obferved 
% in Foesius's Qeconomia, under the letter *K 
1 rather fufpedt, therefore, that :there is a 
corruption in this part of the text, and that 
the true interpretation fhould be thus : Si tn- 
fiammatus fuerit uterus, tattuife ojiendit : an 
inflammation of the uterus, may be known 
by the touch. Almoft all authors, who have 
defcribed an inflammation of the uterus, con-, 
fide in the touch as much as any thing, in, 
order to difcover the difeaie. Indeed the, 
iwelling of the uterus, and the fenle of heat,; 
which are infeparable from an inflammation, 
of it, are the grand and leading ideas, and. 
contain, of themfelves, a general though. 
fhort defcription of the difeafe ; and therefore 
are the likelieft to be firft introduced by any 
author who is about to defcribe fuch a ma- 
lady. After this, the more minute and parti- 
cular parts of the defcription follow, as in 
the text. 

The word cxhrip aha doth not interpret; 
well with ty/ieu: horror durus is an odd, and 

un- 
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unmeaning expreffion. It would read much 
better, and be more defcriptive, were it writ- 
ten <nt?wpcL 9 and made to agree with the latter 
part of the fentence, in the manner that 
Foesius hath rendered, it : <ncA^<x t« a^pi 
rd al^oiuxi " partes circa pudenda dura 
« funt." 

I will take the liberty to give my own in- 
terpretation, of the whole paffage, and leave 
every one to do the lame. Si inflammaius fue- 
rit uterus, taSlui fe oftendit. Quandocunque 
out em in eodem a liquid corruptum fuerit et rt~ 
cruduerit,febr is acuta et vebemens cum borrore 
nafcitur, et qua circa natur alia font, induref- 
cunt. §uam maximi afficitur, fenfus quaji 
mordendi eft, et cum impetu morbus accedit; 
digit o verum admoto, iterum res pejus fe babet, 
et aliqua quaji punSta fentiuntur. Dolor e{ 
capitis, etfincipitis adejl. Oculi caligant, fu~ 
dor que e fronte prorumpit. Extrema partes 
membrorum frigent \ et intremunt. Sopor quo*, 
que inter dum urget ; neque facultas audiendieft, 
neque utero vis ulla i"$aret. Cibi jaftidium 
multum ejt, nee jlomacpus> nee ventriculus om- 
nino alimenti tenax. Vehement er agra clamat, 
fubito confurgit ; dolent et pubes, et Jnguwa, et 

lumbiy 
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lutobu et naturalium partes interiores, celeri- 
terque moriunturl 

From Aetius we learn, not only the ge- 
neral fymptoms of an inflammation of the 
" uterus, but thofe alio which are peculiar to 
the different parts of that organ, when they 
happen to be principally affe&ed. " Uteri 
Iftflammatio (Jnquit) ob multas caufas contin- 
git. Indicant banc muliebrium locorum, pubis, 
imi ventris, ac lumborum dolor es ardentes. Et 
f digitus in os uteri fubmittatur, occurrit 
ad contaBum, durum, claufum, fervens, ac 
retraBum, prafertim Ji in ip/b, aut in collo 
fuerit injlammatio. Nam ubi cavitas, aut 
fundus uteri inflammatur, imi ventris dolor 
q/iendit, ut ne contaBum quidem f oris admit tat. 
Et plerunque uterus ad inflammatum locum re- 
trahitur, at que banc ob caufam os, et collum 
ejus, avertitur. Dtffert autem ab ea quamfu- 
pra uteri tietraBionem appellavimus, quia in 
inflammathne febris eft acuta, et ardor inten- 
jits. Si verb pojleripr ipjius pars inflammata 
fuerit, dolor circa fyitfxm mag is bceret, et, com- 
preffb intejiino reBo,jltfcora detinentur. An- 
terior e autem parte inflammata^ tmma djfficul- 
tas, aut Jlillicidium, confcquitur ex comprejfa 

D vefica, 
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vefica, prt&fertimji dolor peBinemaffligit. At 
ubi obliquos later um locos injlamfnatio occuparit % 
inguina dijlenduntur, et crura gravantur*, ac 
agre moventur. Invalefcente verb injlamma* 
tione, febres accedunt, dolor capitis, Jlomachi 
affliftio. per confenfutn, irni ventris tumor, ar- 
dor* dijlentio, gravitas coxarum, lumborum 9 
pracordiorum, inguinum, femorum, h or r ores 
di/currentes, ac pungentes, pedum torpor, ge- 
nuum perfrigeratio, extremarum partium exu- 
datky pulfus parvi ac denji, animi deliquium* 
exolutia. In augmento verb etiam Jtngultus y 
dolor tendinis, colli, tnaxUlarum, Jincipitis, 
oculorum prcefertim in jundo. Urinaque ac 
Jiercorum recretnenta fupprimuntur. Et in~ 
Jlammatione adhuc magis acuta, febres augef* 
cunt, delirant, dentibus frendunt l " 

Thefe marks taken colleftively, and com* 
pared with the genuine and conftant fym]> 
toms of the puerperal fever, will fufficiently 
diftinguifh the one difeafe from the other. 

7, From the cholera morbus^ by the coftive* 
nefs that generally attends the puerperal fever t 

1 Actii Medic. Graec, &c. Per Janum Cornariuiru Lug- 
dimi, 1549* pag. ioo8. 

at 
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at the beginning ; and if it fhould commence 
with a diarrhoea, it is eafily diftinguifhed 
from that of the cholera, by its not being fo 
fudden, fo painful and profufe, nor finking 
the patient fo much ; but, on the contrary, 
giving generally immediate eafe, ftrength, 
and fpifits. Neither is it attended with that 
violent degree of vomiting as the cholera** nor 
with thofe fpafms and contractions in the 
limbs. Befides, the cholera is confined chiefly 
to the clofe of fumrfier and beginning of au- 
tumn, as regularly, fays Sydenham x f as 
fwallows come in the beginning of fpring, 
and cuckows towards midfummer, whereas 
the puerperal fever happens all the year 
round. In a word, the complaints coming on 
ibon after delivery, the pain and fbrenefs be- 
ing difFufed over the hypogaftric region, to- 
gether with the general appearance of the 
difbrder, will, at once, diftinguifh it from the 
fbokra morbus. 

f Sett, iv* cap, 2, pag, 17$, 
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CHAP. II, 

Of the Prognoftics* 

THERE is fcarcely any difeafe,- in the 
hiftory of Phyfic, where delays are 
more dangerous than in the puerperal fever. 
And yet, unfortunately for the patient, there 
is no difeafe which is more apt to be neg- 
lected, or trifled with ; or, what is worfe, in- 
judicioufly treated, through the ignorance of 
the lying-in woftian, and her attendants. 

The patient, as hath been obferved l , fre- 
quently miftakes her complaints for after- 
pains, and thinking they will gradually go 
off, negle&s to make her cafe known and 
apply for proper aid. The by-ftanders fall 
into the fame error, or taking it for fbme co* 
lie complaint, keep the patient hot, ply her 
plentifully with fpices and caudle, and give 
her fpirituous waters or warm medicines, un- 
der the notion of cordials. By thefe means 

* Page a. 
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the malady is greatly increafed, makes quick 
ravage, and becomes, in a fhort time, inevi- 
tably fatal, 

Nurfes, and women in general, {ecm 9 in 
3 great meafure, ignorant of fuch a difeafe 
as tlus being incident to lying-in perfbhs. I 
dare venture to fay that the very name of it 
is as much a ftranger to moft of them, as if 
no fuch malady exifted; and yet there never 
was a time when this difeafe did not exift. 
The confequence is, that knowing no dan- 
ger, they fear none ; whereas, on the con- 
trary, they fhould be taught to dread the 
name of puerperal fever, as they would the 
name of peftilence, or plague ; for I fear that 
the one deftroys not more than the other. 
Like a fierce and untamed enemy, the one 
fpreads his hoftile banners in open day, and 
feafts on carnage and deftru£tion, till, glutted 
with (laughter, he himfelf finks down and 
dies ! But the other, like a fecret revengeful 
foe, ftabs in the dark to the very vitals, and 
(hough he kills one only at a time, yet he 
is privately flaying every day, and never fa- 
tiated ; thus making up by length of time, 
what the other does by a fudden devaftation! 

They 
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They ftiould be taught to know, I fay, that 
pain and forenefs of the belly, coming on 
foon after delivery, unlefs fpeedily relieved 
by judicious affiftance, will prove mortal in 
a few days ! They fhould be taught to know 
that thefe complaints are attended with a 
fever, which is called , the puerperal fever. 

I cannot fay how it may be with other' 
phylicians, but, for my part, I never hear a 
childbed* woman complain of a pain and ten- 
v dernefs of the abdomen, but I look upon her 
dilbrder with as much anxiety and circum- 
Ipedtion, as if 1 knew her actually labouring 
under an inflammation of the bowels, or a 
hernia with a ftrangulated gut ; and think it 
my duty to be as expeditious in relieving the 
one complaint as the other. I have dwelt 
the longer on this head, in order to fhow the 
neceffity there is, in this difeafe, of the phy- 
(ician being made acquainted with its appear^ 
ance in time ; and to apprize ,the patient and 
her attendants, of the great and imminent 
danger attending a negleft. Let us, there- 
fore, return to the prognostics. 

By 
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By carefully attending to the puHe and re- 
ipiration, much may be learnt refpe&ing the, 
fate of the patient labouring under this dif* 
eafe. If the pulfe be very quick, and the re- 
spiration frequent and finally it portends 
great danger. If, on the contrary, the pulfe 
become flower,, the breathing more free and 
fullv it is a, centain fign of a change for the 
better. The degrees of thefe are to afcertain 
the degree of danger, or fafety, of the pa^ 

tient. A quick pulfe, fingiy confidered, is, 

0t all times, a dangerous fymptom ; and the 
more fb, if very weak and fmall* The con** 
trary indicates fafety. If the pulfe does but 
once begin to become daily flower and flower, 
as from one hundred and twenty-eight ta one 

hundred and twelve, then to one hundred^ or 
the like, it fe to be efteemed ; as one of the 
beft figns. But if it continue at the fame 
number, or rather quicken, it always threat- 
ens danger ; or. if it be found changeable, 
being one day quicker and another day flower, 
it is ever to be fufpe&ed. Nay, fb infallible 
is the beat of the pulfe, with, refpeft to num- 
ber, that though all the other fymptoms 
jQiould abate, and the difeafe feem to be gone 

off, 
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off, yet if the pulfations do not decreafe ill 
proportion, a relapfe, or fome other difbrder, 
is to be feared. 

A diarrhoea coming on at the beginning, 
if followed by a flower pulfe, prognofticates 
fafety* But if, after evacuations by ftool, 
whether procured by nature or art, the pulfe 
fhould not become flower, it is to be reckon- 
ed as one of the moft dangerous fymptoms; 
A perfbn feized with this fever having had a 
coftive body, during pregnancy, is threatened 
with more danger than if the belly had been 
regular. 

• If the difeafe be negle&ed in the begin- 
ning, it is frequently mortal ; but if afliftance 
be called in due time, it often eafily yields to 
.medicine. 

When figns of the malady come on imme- 
diately from the time of delivery, it is com- 
mojuly productive of evil. 

mm • 

. If violent pains fhoot acrofs the epigaftric 
region, through the ribs to the back, with 
a difficulty in breathing, and a quick pulfe* 

the 
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the difeafe will generally psove mortal, with- 
in the feyenth or eighth, day, from the at* 
tack. 

Want of fleep is not a favourable fymptonn 
When the patient turns herfelf, and lies, upon 
her fide, it fignifies a change for the better. 

A whitiih, jnoift, and fbft tongue, is no bad 
fign; but when it begins to be clear, Vindicates 
fafety. When the tongue becomes dry, and 
rough* and changes its colour, let the phy- 
fician he attentive to the fate of his patient. 

A fixt colour in the cheeks, with a livid 
hue, portends no fmall danger. 

Partial fweats confined to the face, neck, 
and hreaft, indicate no good. When they 
are general, and. attended with turbid urine 
and a flower pulfe, the phyfician may encou- 
rage his patient. 

A frefh flow of the lochia is an eligible 
fign. 

E If 
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If the urine continues crude, and of the- 
fame colour as at the beginning of the difor- 
der, it prognofticates ill. Turbid urine, of 
a clay or yellowifh colour, with a thick le- 
diment, tinged with purple or red, is a to- 
ken of recovery. 

A cool loft Ikin, as of one in health, un- 
lefs it be joined with other favourable marks, 
is only a flattering fymptom. 

A frequent difcharge, by vomit, during 
the courfe of the difeafe, of a green or black 
colour, is generally mortal. Death is fpee- 
dily to be expected, when the pulfe becomes 
fo quick and weak as fcarcely to be numbered, 
when the patient throws up every thing that 
is given her, when the ftools flow involunta- 
rily, and a cold clammy fweat hangs on the 
extremities. 
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PUERPERAL FEVER. 35 



CHAP. III. 

Of the DiffeStions. 

I WILL make, a few general . obferva- 
tions, by way of preface. At the time 
of death, or fbme hours after, the whole ab- 
domenvjzs commonly found much fwelled, but 
fbft, and no way diicoloured, unlefs by the 
veins which fometimes branched upon it. 
At other times, it was not in the leaft tume- 
fied, but had rather the contrary appearance, 
being funk down and flat : this feems ' to 
happen moftly in thofe cafes where there hath 
been a profufe diarrhoea, during the courfe 
of the difeafe. Upon cutting into the abdo- 
men, the membrana adipofa, abdominal muf- 
cles, and peritonaeum, were always found in 
a found ftate, except where it is otherwife 
expreffed. All the bodies were opened about 
twenty-four hours after death. The manner 
in which I propofe treating this part of my 
difcourfe is, firft to give a general hiftory of 
the cafe, and then the difle&ion. In doing 
this, I fhall confine myfelf entirely to the 
fymptoms of the difeafe, or fuch other cifcunj- 

E 2 fiances 
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fiances as might happen to the patient before 
delivery ; and which may tend to illuftrate 
more fully the naturd $f the <rafe. I fhall 
not, at prefent, make any obfervations upon 
the.morbid appearances after death, >but leave 
the reader perfedtly free to draw his own con- 
clufions* 

r 
* • - 

C A S E I. 

The .patient, who is the .fubje£t of this 
diffe&ion, had an ea|y labour, and this was 
her fecond lying-in. T he pains w?re feverc 
all over the lower pare of the abdomen^ which 
was affe&ed by the flighteft touch, but parti- 
cularly in the right iliac region. A loofeilefs 
attended from the beginning, and. the dis- 
charge was fetid. A vomiting alfo came 
on, at the fame time, firft of a green, and 
afterwards of a blacki/h colour. Both the 
purging and vomiting continued to the laft. 
The* urine was, at the beginning, high co- 
loured ; but afterwards changed to a more 
brown » .colour with a crude fediment. The 
-pulfe, from the firft, was at one hundred and 
thirty-fix and weak, and before (he died, fo 
quick .and fmall as fcarceJy tq be numbered. 
■ ' ■ i There 
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There was a difficulty in breathing, owing, 
•as fhe iaid, to the acute pain in the abdomen, 
which was , greatly ijicreafed every time (he 
drew in her breath. The tongue was white, 
and there was much thirft, and fever. She had 
a pain, ki her head, and could get no reft. Xhe 

day before (he died fhe thought herfelf jaiuch 
better. .She ufed to complain of a pain kx 
her belly, for fome time before (he was deli- 
vered, but was, otherwife, in health. She 
was ftrongly prepoffeffed with a notion, for 
a long time before delivery, that (he ftiould 
die in childbed. There was no hiccough, 
nor fubfultus lendinum ; neither was fhe deli- 
rious, but retained her mental faculties per-r 
fe<34y to the time of her death. The difeafe 
proved mortal on the feventh day after den 
livery, 

Dissection. 

The abdomen was not fwelled. Upon ex-? 
poling the vifcera a quantity of fetid liquor 
difcharged itfelf, which was found floating 
among the inteftines and in the pelvis. The 
omentum was greatly inflamed, and partly in 
a mortified ftate. On the right fide, a little 

below 
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below the fhort ribs, part of the omentum was 
thickened, and very much gangrened, and, 
: when fcarified with the knife, difcharged a 
quantity of (linking liquor, which feemed to 
be contained in cells. The inteftines were not 
diftended with air, as is generally the cafe in 
this difeafe, but adhered to each other as if they 
had been flightly glued together. Small por- 
tions of a whitifh or yellow fubftance, feem- 
inglyfat, ftuck here and there between the 
folds of the inteftines, as if they had been 
pafted to them. The inteftines were in general 
inflamed, but particularly on the left fide of 
the abdomen y where there alio feemed to be a 
tendency to a gangrene. The vagina* and ex- 
ternal parts were unhurt. The uterus was 
perfeftly found, and contracted into a fmall 
compafs, and lay concealed within the cavity 
of the pelvis. Nothing remarkable was ob- 
served in any of the other abdominal vifcera. 
The contents of the thorax were not exa- 
mined. 



\ 



CASE 
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CASE II. 

The fubjeft* of this difle&ion, was 
twenty-one years of age, and this was 
her firft child. She had a fafe and eafy 
labour. She was a healthy woman, except- 
ing a flight pain iu her left fide, and a little 
difficulty in breathing, which fhe complain- 
ed of, for a month or fix weeks before fhe 
was brought to-bed. The difeafe began, on the 
fecond, or third day after delivery, with a vio- 
lent pain and tendernefs all over the abdomen. 
Thefe fymptoms were accompanied with a fe- 
ver, and fevere (hooting pains acrofs the pit of 
the ftomach and fides. There was a cough and 
difficulty in breathing. A vomiting attended, 
from the beginning, firft, of a green, and af- 
terwards of a dark coloured matter ; pretty 
much the fame, as was afterwards found, in 
the ftomach, upon difledtion. The vomiting 
continued till death. At firft the belly was 
coftive, but afterwards loofe, and the ftools 
were fomewhat black and fetid. The abdo- 
men was a good deal fwelled. The urine 
was of a brown colour,' and had a crude 

brown 
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brown fediment. Once the fediment changed 
to a whitifh colour, but returned again to a 
brown. The tongue was dry, and the thirft 
great. The pulfe at firft beat one hundred 
and forty in the fpace of a minute, and was 
weak, but, before death, it reached one hun- 
dred and fixty, and was fcarcely to be felt* 
Profufe fweats came on at the beginning o£ 
the difeafe, but as it increafed they went off*. 
There was no delirium, Jubfultus tendinum^ 
nor hiccough. She died* in great agonies* 
on the eleventh day after delivery. 

Dissection* 

< 

The abdomen was much tumefied. Upon 
penetrating into its cavity, there rufhed out 
a quantity of fetid air, and a liquor, of the 
fame odour, mixed with pus* The omentum 
was found in a gangrenous ftate and thin, 
having loft the greateft part of its fat. The 
mortification had particularly feized the infe- 
rior portion of the omentum* which was 
dragged down, towards the left fide, fb as 
to reach into the pelvis, and, by the diften-* 
tion of the inflated inteflines underneath, 

was 
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was preffed clofe, in that part, againft the os 
pubis. The ftoiiiach and inteftines were 
greatly diftended with air, particularly the 
fbrmen The cacum was alfb much inflated, 
but contained little elfe than air : the few ex- 
crements, that were in it, were thin, and of 
a dark colour. In the ftomach was found a 
quantity of thick, blackifh fluid. The vef- 
fcls on the furface of the inteftines and fto- 
mach, were, in different places, diftended 
with blood. The inteftines flightly adhered 
to each other, as if pafted together, and fmall 
parcels of a fatty fubftance, of the fame kind 
as thofe mentioned before, ftuck faft, in 
various pliaces, betwixt their feveral convo- 
lutions, and, in fbme meafure, glued them 
together. The uterus was in a found ftate, 
and lay hid, within the pelvis. Both lobes 
of the lungs were inflamed, and fomewhat 
black, particularly in their moft de- 
pendent part. No alteration was found in 
the pleura. Nothing particular was difcovered 
in any of the other vifcera. 



CASE 
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C A S E III. 

The perfbn, who is the fubjeft of the pre- 
fent diffe&ion, was thirty-four years of age, 
and this was her fecond childbirth. She had 

an eafy labour, and made no complaints, ei- 
ther .before or after delivery, till the third 
day. ,She began with a flaivering, fucceeded 
by a fever. This was followed by an acute 
pain all over the abdomen, but especially over 
the region of the ftomadh, fhort ribs, and 
down to the ipine. A fhortnefs of breath, 
and vomiting attended. The dilcharge was 
green. The belly was neither coftive, nor 
loofe. She preferved her fenfes entire. No 
hiccough, nor fubfultus tendinum came on. 
The difeafe terminated fatally, on the fixth 
day, after childbirth. 

Dissection. 

The belly was greatly fwelled. The ikin 
of the whole body was of a tawny, or yellow- 
i(h hue. Upon viewing the abdominal con- 
tents, the omentum was found greatly morti- 
fied. 
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fiecf. A yellow, fetid liquor, with a mix- 
ture of pus, filled the pefois, and floated: among 
the inteftines. The whole inteftinal canal 
was diftended with fetid air, but particularly 
the great flexure of the colon. A general, in- 
flammation appeared fcattered, in various 
parts, over all the inteftines. The ftomach 
was not diftended with flatus, but lay con- 
cealed under the liver, which was of an ex- 
traordinary magnitude. It had pufhed itfelf, 
as it were, high up into the cavity of the 
thorax, and carried the diaphragm along with 
it; to whicH it adhered fo firmly, in its whole 
convex ftirface, as not to be feparated. In 
the right lobe was found a very extenfive ab- 
fcefs, filled with hydatides, fwimming in a 
fluid which was void of all fmell. The hy- 
datides were perfe&ly round, and of various 
magnitudes, from the fize of a hen's egg, to 
that of a hazel-nut. They were, compofed 
of a thick gelatinous fubftance, fomewhat of 
a brown colour, but pretty tranfparent, and 
fb firm as not to be deftroyed by handling. 
The reft of the liver appeared to be quite 
found. The gall-bladder was pretty large, 
and full of bile. The lungs were of a re- 
jjjsrkabtyr fmall fize, denfe, and livid j they 

F % did 
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did not adhere to the pleura. The uterus waa 
quite contracted, and lay concealed within 
the pelvis: its fubftance was fomewhat 
thicker than ordinary, but of a firm texture, 
and perfectly found. 



C A S E IV. 

This was her fecond lying-in, and (he was 
\ about twenty-eight years of age. She had 
complained of pains in the abdomen* for fome 
time before delivery, and told her compa- 
nions afterwards that (he had got a hurt 
in her belly, but did not defcribe the 
manner how, or the particular part where (he 
had received the injury. However, (he made 
no complaints to her phyfician till about the 
firft or (econd d$y after delivery, when (he 
was feized with a fever, and fevere pain and 
ibrenefs all over the hypogaftric region, at- 
tended with a vomiting. The matter thrown 
lip was at firft of a yellow colour, but in the 
progrefs of the difeafe changed to a green. 
A diarrhoea came on at the fame time, which 
continued till death. The belly was never 
fwelledj but, in a manner, quite emaciated. 

The 
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The pain ceafed, a day or two, before flie 
died. The difeafe proved mortal qji the 
eighteenth day after delivery. 

Dissection. 

The abdomen was not tumefied, but quite 
flirunk. The vifcera being expofed to view* 
the whole omentum appeared in a gangrenous 
ftate. The lower part reached down into the 
pelvis, and was entirely mortified, and had a 
mod offenfive fmell. Its under furface lay 
upon the uterus, its upper ftuck, as if glued* 
againft that part of the abdomen near which 
the mufculi pyramidaks take their origin, or 
rather a little more to the left fide. It had. 
tindtured the external furface of the uterus 
with a variety of dark brown fpots, fo as to 
make it appear variegated, or marbled ; and 
had infe&ed with an adtual gangrene the pe- 
ritonaeum and mufcular flelh, at the place, 
above the pubis, juft now mentioned. It had 
alfo made an imprefiion, of the fame nature, 
upon the ovaria, and Fallopian tubes. The 
omentum likewife adhered clofely, through 
the whole compafs of the abdomen, to the 
peritoncoum above, and the inteftines below, 

as 
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as if pafted to them. On the right fide, in 
the iliac region, an abfcefs had formed in the 
fubftance of the omentum, which, being 
opened, difcharged a quantity of purulent 
matter. A general inflammation had fpread 
itfelf, over the coats of the inteftines, in va- 
rious parts, and in feme places they feemed 
to be changed to a dufky colour. The fub- 
ftance of the uterus, notwithftanding the 
difcoloratibn on its furface, upon difle&ion, 
appeared altogether firm and found ; it 
was properly contra&ed into a fmall com- 
pafs, and lay funk within the pelvis. There 
was no fetid water, nor any other liquor, 
found within the cavity of the abdomen, ex- 
cept a very fmall quantity which moiftened 
the bottom of the pelvis. The inteftines, 
the omentum, and all the other parts within 
the abdomen, were remarkably dry ; much 
more fb than in any other body, which I have 
feen opened, afFe&ed by this difeafe. Neither 
was there any kind of flatus confined within 
the cavity of the abdomen, or inteftines. Yet 
the parts difeafed, in this fubjedt, were con- 
taminated with fuch a gangrenous ftench, 
as fcarcely to be endured, 

CASE 
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CASE V. 

She was thirty-three years of age, and 
made no complaints before delivery. She 
was fafely brought to-bed, and had an eafy 
labour. This was her feventh, or eighth 
child. The difeafe began on the third day 
after childbirth. There was a violent pain, 
and acute fbrenefs all over the abdomen^ ac- 
companied with a fever. Severe pains alfb 
fhot acrofs the Region of the ftomach, and 
down through the fides. A perpetual pain, 
affe&ed the head. She had, too, a difficulty 
hi breathing, and a frequent cough. • The 
tongue was dry, and had a brown ftreak down 
the middle. She had a purging, from the 
firft, which continued till death ; and, before 
that fatal period, ^ vomiting fucceeded, but 
no hiccough, nor fubfultus tendinum. Her 
breath was very fetid, and of fb acrid a qua- 
lity as to caufe a fliarp discharge from tfie 
noftrils, for a week or ten days together, of 
a perfbn who happened to receive part of it 
by the nofe, as fhe was attending her. She 
did not furvive the feventh day after her de- 
livery. 
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livery. She retained her fenfes perfe&ly to 
the end, and expired in great agony. 



Dissection* 

The - abdomen was fwelled. Upon laying 
open its cavity, the omentum appeared very 
much inflamed, and fomewhat gangrened. 
All its fatty fubftance was nearly deftroyed, 
feemingly by fuppuration, and little remain- 
ed, of that vi/cusj except a thin membranous 
web with pretty large veffels, branching over 
it, diftended with black bloocL In fome 
places this thin web was- worn, as it were, 
quite through ; being found perforated with 
holes. A yellow fetid liquor mixt with pus, 
and minute pieces of a fatty fubftance, were 
found in the cavity of the abdomen and pelvis ; 
but moftly in the latter. The ftomach and 
inteftines were greatly inflated, and had their 
capillaries, here and there, diftended with 
blood. The latter flightly adhered to each 
other, and had the fame fort of fatty fub- 
ftances pafted, in divers places, betwixt their 
feveral convolutions, which have been de? 
icribed above. The lungs were found in an 

inflamed 
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inflamed; ftaje. The uterus was .. quite 
found and contracted, and lay concealed 
.within the cavity of the pelvis. Nothing 
.remarkable was obferved in any of the other 
vifeera. 

C A S E VL 

This patient made no cbiftpkints befofe 
delivery, but after her death I learnt that, du* 
ring her maiden ftate* (he had been fubje& to 
profufe, and dangetous^ uterine hemorrha- 
ges. Her age was twenty-fix years, and this 
was her fecond lying-in* , She was fafely de- 
livered about ten o'clock in the morning, and 
was feized the next day about feven in the 
evening. She complained of a violent pain 
and great, fbrenefs all over the abdomen, from 
the os pubis up to the cartilago enfiformis, at- 
tended with a fever. Though the pain was 
thus general, yet fome particular parts were 
;affe&ed more than others. The pit of the 
ftomach was the chief feat of pain, the next 
was in both iliac regions tending upwards to 
the fhort ribs, and the other was dire&ly 
above the fymphyjis of the os pubis. No ri- 
gor, or fenle of cold, preceded the attack. 

G The 
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Thfe p&in, at thfe pit of the ftomach, ftruck 
acrofs the fhort ribs, attddowtt mfo thebacfc. 
The belly was frery little fwelled at the be- 
ginning, but * jgbod deal fo before death? 
yet always remained fbft. She had no paid. 
in making water. There was no fenfe of 
heat, or throbbing, *about the* region of the 
uterus^ or vagina. The difeafe began with a 
diarrhoea* and the • tSfcharge was fetid, and 
frothy. Buritig tha whole ftate of pregnane 
fcy, her body was always very coftive. There 
was a pain in the head, principally in the 
fort part. Her thdnft was very great. Tise 
tongtte kept meift, and white* till the dajr be- 
fore Ht6 died, when it became red and diyv 
Her pulfe from the beginning was very weak* 
and beat at the Fate of .a hemdred and fixty 
times in a minute ; and at length became fb 
quick, and final), as not to be counted* The 
fkiti was temperate. Sometimes getwial 
fweats broke out, but in common they wttte 
partial; being confined chiefly to the focej 
neck, and breaflr. The lochia^ for the fifft 
two or three days* of her diforder, wete ttf * 
proper colour, and in fuffictent quantity ; a& 
ierwards they diminifhed in both, but fteve* 
quite left her till fhe died. She bad a very 

finall 



PUERPERAL. FEVER, cr 

Si ' 

fmall flow of milk. Her breathing was dif- 
ficult: the infpiratiohs were very quick and 
fmall, $nd increafed her pains. She had no 
fpittiqg, nor complained of any cough* till 
fhe was afked very particularly about that 
circumftance, and then flie f^id fhe had a 
little incitement, to cough, uow and then. The 
urine at firft was very high coloured, which 
I attributed to the flow of the lochia, ; for as 
they diminished it changed to a brown co- 
lour, attended with a crude fediment, both 
which continued till death. She got no reft 
till the fecond or third night, and was dif- 
turbed out of her fleep by dreaming that her 
phyfician came to her bed-fide, and bade her 
put out her tongue, theimpreffion of which was 
fb ftrong, that {he immediately put out her 
tongue, and awoke ; her {lumbers in general 
were fhort, and interrupted by dreams of va- 
rious kinds * On the fourth day, of her di£ 
order, fhe vomited (lightly twice ; the difc 
charge was fmall in quantity, and of a dark 
colour ; fhe vomited no more after this ex- 
cept once, which was near the time of her 
death, and what fhe threw up w&s very fipall 
in quantity, and of a dark yellow* I wap muplji 
furprifed to find that every thing fhe took flaid 

Q % with 
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with her, and that no continual vomiting 
fame on, as is ufual in this difeafe, when it 
proves fatal, which I could not account for 
til) the body was opened ; when the ftomach 
was found fo greatly diftended as to be ren- 
dered, in a manner, quite paralytic. She 
Complained much of wind in her bowels. 
The alvine difcharge, at the latter end of her 

difbrder, yeas not fo offenfiye ih fmell as at 
firft. It was of £ dark yellow colour, very 
much refembling the liquor that was after- 
wards found, in the ftomach ^nd ipteftines, 
ppon djflettion. She retained her fepfes to 
within a very few hours of her death, when 
fhe became Ibmewhat. delirious. The teeth 
contra&ed iiq foylnefs, . neither did the eyes 
fuffer that change which is obferyable in ma- 
ny other fevers. No hiccough, nor fubfultus 
tendinum came on. The day before ihe ex- 
pired, the pains entirely ceafed^ and Ihe 
thought herfelf better ; but this was only a 
prelude to a general diffolution : for the fhojt- 
iiefs in breathing increafed, the pulfe became 
Weaker and weaker, a cold fweat fyipervened, 
^nd clofed the fcene on jhe (ix;th day after de-> 
ivery! • ■• 
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Dissection. 

The body was very much fwelled. Branches 
of veins appeared on each fide, running from 
the groin upwards, and were of a lively 
green. Upon difplaying the contents of the 
abdomen,, the fmall inteftines were feen greatly 
diftended with air. On the right fide of the 
abdomen they appeared of a filver colour, with 
their capillaries, filled with blood, fcattered 
here and there over their furface. On the 
left fide they had loft a good Heal of that fil- 
ver brightnefs, had put on a duflcy 
polour, and had their coats more thick- 
ened on this fide than the other. That 
part of the inteftinal canal lying in the centre 
of the abdomen , immediately above the os pu- 
bis, labouried under a recent circular inflam- 
mation, of about four fingers breadth dia- 
meter, but without any excoriation, or lofs 
of fubftance, and a quantity of pus was found 
adhering to the integuments that lay over it* 
No appearance was to be feen of the liver, or 
colon ; thofe two vifcera being quite hid by 
?he great inflation of the fmall inteftines, and 

ftomach. 
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ftomach. This laft vifcus was inflated to an 
amazing degree. It came fweeping down 
from under the ribs, of the left, fide, and 
filled the whole fcrobiculus cordis. It preffed 
fo ftrongly againft this part, that, when the 
integuments were divided, it rufhed out, and 
being confined by the ribs on each fide, 
formed the appearance of a bladder filled with 
air, of a triangular fhape, its apex pointing 
upwards. The winding of the inteftines ran 
up clofe to the bafe of this triangle, and preff- 
ed againft it. The omentum was drawn, or 
pufhed^ quite up, and lay rumpled upon the 
great arch of the colon. It was very thin, 
little remaining except its membranous part. 
On the right fide, a portion of it, extending 
from below the fhort ribs, was highly in-i 
flamed, and, in fbme meafure, gangrened. 
That part, on the left fide, which is fixed ta 
the longitudinal fciffure of the fpJeen, was 
found in the fame ftate. And that portion 
of the. omentum, which is conne&ed to the 
convex fide of the upper extremity of the 
ftomach, was alio much inflamed. A large 
veffel, diftended with blood, fijrrounded the 
great arch of the ftomach, like a garland, and 
&nt off branches which Spread themfelves up- 
on 
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on the omentum. Minute capillaries Kkewife 
*rin branching from the omentum upon the ex- 
tirtial coat of the colon. Towards the upper 
extremity of the ftbmach, on the back part, 
an inflammation, of an oblong (hape, had 
taken place, (preading about two or three 
inched tJpon opening the ftomach, its rug* 
were found quite obliterated ; it contained & 
grfeat deal of air, and a quantity of thick li- 
quor, of a dark yellow colour. The intef- 
tines did not adhere to each other, neither 
were thefe feen any of thofe portions of fat, 
mentioned m fome of the former difle&Ums, 
adhetfftg between their various circumvolu- 
tions. They contained a great deajl of air, 
and pretty much the fame fort of fluid as 
wars round in the cavity of the ftomach, only 
of a thicker confidence. The liver was of a 
Imaller fize than common, of a pale co- 
lour, as if it had been boiled, and its fub- 
ftance was very tender. The gall-bladder 
was fmall, and half filled with thin bile. 
The uterus was lefs contradted, in this fub- 
je£t, than 1 have generally obferved in th'efe 
cafes, and lay flabby, and loofe, in the cavity 
of the pelvis ; but, in other refpe&s, it was 
jpetifeftly found. The placenta had adhered 

to 
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to its upper part, and a dark coloured mucus, 
lined its whole cavity. Above a quart of 
yellow liquor, mixed with pus* was found in 
the cavity of the abdomen and pelvis. Both 
lobes of the lungs were blackifli, and affe&ed 
•with inflammation. A pretty large quantity, of 
thin bloody liquor, was fbund in each cavity of 
the thorax. On the left fide the lungs adhered, 
by a few membranous firings, to the pleura* 
near the middle of the thorax* towards the 
fpine, but no where elfe. The pleura did 
not appear to be inflamed in any part. Up- 
on piercing the pericardium* a good quantity, 
ofreddifhc6louredferousfluid,difchargeditfel£ 
A long polypous concretion was found in the 
right ventricle, which did not adhere to the 
fides, but lay entangled among the tendinous . 
fibres of the valvulce femilunares. 
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c H a p. IV* 

Of the Cure. 

1 • 

• . . . 

I SHALL divide the cufe into two parts; 
Under the former, will be comprehended: 
the more fimple method of-'tireatmeQtj. and 
under the latter the more complex* 

The patient, at the beginning, "is generally 
coftive, having had no ftool frotp the time of 
delivery. . If this be attended with the 
mildeft degree of the difeafe, a fimple emol- 
lient opening clyfter, will often procure two 
or three ftools, and give immediate relief. 
If the inje&ion produce no evacuation, it is 
feldom of any fervice. In lome habits of 
body, where the bowels are delicate, a me- 
dicine of this kind will caufe five, or fix mo- 
tions. The great advantage of the clyfter is, 
that it generally caufes an immediate difcharge, 
without lofs of time, which is a matter of 
lome confequence in this diforder. And if 
it fhould not remove the malady, yet it opens 

H • the 
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the way for the more powerful means whlcfi 
are to follow. The chief objection to clyf- 
ters is, left their introduction fhould hurt 
die parts fb lately ^fl#&*t by the labour. 
This may fbmetimes be the cafe, if a great 
teudernels (till remain, w if they fhould be 
adtniniftered by an injudicious perfon ; but, 
ik general, 1 fekteWi hear the pbtient ieam» 
ptak <tf jam &*& the ufe of injeftioniu 
Vfcey are ua«ktahtedly, at ail times, rather 

difagreeable, and may, to& great propriety* 
be frequently omitted. 

ff the paafetit do ntft Snfl fcetftff gi*atfy : 
relieved by thfe fimjpfe iteisftnient, or if 4 
clyfter Should *be tfhciight uttteee^ffafy, diet* 
fe&nittfe iarift be iitttttediatdy had to rathaiv 
tics. A foitftlon, of the;/2r/ ctftbarticus urn** 
fus, ih Water ; the v/dMr richi y the tartarum 
emeticum\ aftd l!he ?$##/>* tmtifnonmley are 
what I have fottodro aTtfwtir ihe purpoffe 
beft. The two fcftfier, are the m*ldeft£ 
and mtift 'be repeated 'till they procure a 
thorough evacuation, : frithdtit Which ttoey ^Ffe 
of no ufe. Of the oleum ricinu I generally 
givq one ounce at &e lifft, "and half nn 
punte every three Ifoitrs afterwards, till 

forac^ 
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j(ome effed be produced : byf tbe firfl; quan- 
tity genqraUy run$ through the howels 
pretty quickly, which is th$ gW# advantage 

jitteftding this medicine. 

Wh<* the tart arum m«cum, or 12*** 

flntimoniale, are mads uie o£ they are to b? 
given in fmall dofes, every two ox three 
hours, till they pafs through the ipteftifml 

c&nai ; otherwife they will anfwer 00 othsr 
purpofe than to amufe the patient, and de- 
ceive the prefcriber, Foj thoughthey Dpighfr 
promote fweat, and thereby eafe the patient 
for the prefent* yet when the 4ife?dfe is vio- 
lent, it feldom gpes ofF properly without a 
jpkqtiful difcharge by ftooJL We are to 
judge of the evacuation neceflary to he made, 
fcy the quality and quantify of t|%e <Jifcharg?t 
the abatement of the pain, and the ftrengfh 
of the patient. It may not here be amifs 
jp obferve that, previous to anyplvine eva- 
luation, it is proper to inquire pf the pati- 
ent, whether the body he ^afily foluble or 
. aot ; that the nature and dofe, i>f the cathar- 
, tic me4icine, may he more judicioufly jufcpted 

$9 the circiwnftance of the ca(e f 

& % SQQtt 
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Soon after {tools have been procured, the 
patient generally finds an immediate relief 
from pain, kind fweats come on, gentle (lum- 
bers fucceed, and the pulfe becom^ more 
calm, and flow. I commonly prefer giving 
the fartarum emeticum^ in a liquid ftate, to 
the form of a powder ; becaufe it is more plea- 
fant to take that way, and the dofe can be more 
eafily afcertained. The following prefcrip- 

tlon may ferve as an example of what I mean : 

» 

Ifc Tqrf. emet. gr. iv t 
Aq.pur. ?vijfs. 
. jSyr* caryopb. rubr. 'ife.Mifce. 

Hujus cochleare nnum, vel alterum, protinus 
fjfumendum ; interpofitifque horis duabus trir 
bu/ve> idem medicamentum eft repetendum :l 
donee alvus apt} refponderit^ 

« 

After the inteftinal canal is fufficiently 
cleared, and the pain abates, a gentle diapho- 
refis is to be encouraged by fuch medicines 
as neither bind the body, nor are heatings 
Jjoth which are very pernicious. This in- 
tention feems beft anfwered by fmall dofes 
fif 'tpwWfiflb** tartarum emeticum^ or the 

yinum 
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vinum antimonialt, combined with a gently 
dofed opiate, and given about once, or twice, 
in the courfe of the twenty-four hoars. In 
the intermediate {paces of time, the fhyfi- 
cian may interpofe die faline drsnghts of 
Riverius *. Thefe draughts, in order to 
be of any fervice, fhonld be repeated often, 
and may be given either in the ad of eller- 
vefcence, or otherwiie, as the prefcrfoer (hall 
think proper. They may anlwer fcveral 
purpofes; they may operate as analeptics, 
and aflift in deftroying the putrelcence lodged 
in the bowels ; they may aifo provoke uxfcie, 



f The prefcriptioo, of this celebrated astbor, m kis 
^chapter oa pefKlential fevers, tends thus r " Sal sbfathi 
ad 5j. in fucci Umomam rccemtis coebbari exbibftwmj* 
But here, in all probability, is a typographical error of 
5j, for 9j. And what (eons to confirm this opinion is, Htaf 
afterwards the fame kind of remedy is again proposed, far 
fhe cure of the very fame complaint (a continual vomiting) 
and comprehends a more perfeft defcription of the medi- 
cine, than the former, as follows : " 2£ Satis abfint. *£, 
jucci limonum recentis cocbl. j. mixta fuerunt in iff* 
cochleari, if cxbibita" Ccntur. i. Obf. xr. And I «"fr t 
lP7ith the like quantity of alkali and acid, as in this laft 
prefcriptioo, ordered in another place of the works of this 
author. Centwr. n. Obf. xcix. The proportion, there* 
fore, which I here mean to recommend, is the quantity of 
£Qe fcrupie of the 6lt, to half an ounce of the juke. 

and 
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»ad help to quench thirft j and they h*v$ 
this further advantage, that th^y mi* 
ther hind, nor heat the body. I have fre» 
ouently ordered the patient to drink a tea-cup 
jbH of chamomile-tea evefy hour, which 
gnfiyered, I thought, the above good intea^ 
tions very well; aud, at the {arae time^ 
fcemed to quiet any fpafmodic conftri&ioa* 
in the bowels, which the patient might labour 
under, and aflifted to keep up a regular di£ . 
charge through the ikin. 

If preceding, or during the evacuations 
jabove-mentioned, a ficknefs at the ftomach, 
or yo^iiting fhould attend, the patient mud:, 
firft of all, afltft the efforts of nature, by 
drinking plentifully of chamomile-tea, warm 
water, or any other diluting liquor, Co as 
perfe&ly to cleanfe the ftomach. And then 
the reft of the cure, muft be conduced, in 
%hp paamier recommended above* 

The common drink fhould be of a mild, 
cooling, and diluting nature. If the (kin be 
dry and hot, the thirft great, and fever 
urgent, the liquors mqy be drunk cold. But 
if the patient perfpire, theo they fhould be 

taken 
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taken lukewarm. Pure water with a toaft 
la it ; harley- water, cither by itfelf, or wi& 
the addition of a little nitre ; whey made 
with rennet or vinegar ; iftilk and water; 4e- 
monade ; a flight Uxfufioft of mah * ; mint, or 
iage-tea ; ve the proper kinds of drink. I 
havi 'frequently "known the patient earneftly 
defire a draught of cold (mall-beer* to which 
X have cbnTefctfed, after qualifying it a Ihjle 
With 4 toaft ; and file generally drank h with 
great pleafttre, and feemtttgiy with advantage, 
puffing terfelf much rtfirefhed by it. 

The jpaffent nrnft ftri^By ahftab* from *&' 
caudle, {pfces, *iae, ^pftitaous waters> betfe* 
fog medicines, afcd cordials of ^very kind; 
whether under tike denomination df com- 
forters, ftreagtheners, Revivers, e#pelle*sof 
wintl, promoters of *foe itoc§ia 9 relievers of 
after-pains, or under any cflfher fpec*8*» title 
itihattever, which the gfcod women are too 
apt to ^beftow upon thettv and, thm igna- 
rtmtfy adminifter to 'the 4@ftru6tiaft *tf tfee 
unhappy patieflt. 

r 

♦-A ^atioB of '.boiling «attE|, to » <jnatt qfjjponrrit 

Reft, 
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Reft of body, and tranquillity of minc^ 
are of the utmoft confequence to all thofe 
labouring under the puerperal fever ; becaufe 
they are always, at fuch- times, very eafily 
afFe&ed. They fhould be kept as free from 
noife as poffible, and fhoulcf not be difturbed 
by company. Every piece of jll news, or 
any other thipg that might give them the 
leaft uneafinefs, or furprife, fhould be care- 
fully concealed from them, till ftreqgth of 
body, and firmnefs of mind be fufficiently, 
reftored. For the fame reafon alfo, too much 
light is hurtful ; the room, therefore, at firft 
ihould be darkened, and the light be only 
admitted according as the patient is able to 
bear it. The fame rules fhould likewife be 
obferved, after every delivery, whether the ' 
perfbn labour under a fever or not. 

The clothes of puerperal women fhould 
be frequently changed for clean, dry, warm 
ones; left by retaining a gredt quantity of 
putrefcent fteams, they fhould add fuel to 
the difbrder* Indeed neatnefs, and clean-' 
linefs fhould, at all times, be particularly 
attended to, after every childbirth. For this 
purpofe, a fhort jacket-like fhift, reaching 

only as low as the navel, as Baron van 

Swieten 



Ptj£Ri>EML FEVE&. *j 

fefrjrtTBN rightly cfcfe*v*sS might b& fo 
fawttrirol as to hav*e a detached pieiee of qtpdk 
Aftejied to k to wrap round the ifcferictf 
Jaacts* and to be epftly tftfteft oflTy or p\# en^ 
as occafion rteq#**e$* ipkhoat IkSguiDg tfw 
fjatieutf. In changing ths Imefr, great cat* 
fliot^d be f^keri tfeat fkfc accefe of ^tol4 -air* 
trader die bed^kithe^ be prevented* 

All kindjs of b&fcfegfer upon- tke trimk <M? 
the body, nitift ttkewife, in this malady, be 
fcarefoMy avoided? l^fcjMfeeif pFcflfure tfjfoa 
the temiier aidttoM*, attd itffttaicfcl vtfbtra^ 
flbey ftetild help ft* tttciteafe the dtfordfen- 
A*d ll: ffiotdd be tifar&ys femerrtbefcd, tfrafr 
a "compreflkm o£ tfce dbdbmm^ after a^jr ". 
fc&Bdbitift, is very' ptejtrdiciaf ; for fcfcfbite 
tt&foh \Wtt appeaf tftdre folly' frerfcafter, 
WBett *re dome td v tf eat of thef caufes of 

' Let me - atfd^fo' thefe difeftiotls, that all in" 
ftnts, after delivery, Virtlen cleaned dad* placed 
iii" "oed, fhbufel always be put fo the breaft, as', 
f<5citt .as ever they begin to cgr, dr tiiotf 

■ 

■^Qranjanil imBoprh. Ap&or j. To** ir»fig..&i.6* 

I any, 
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any figris of uneafinefs, though it fhould 
happen only a few hours after they are born. 
This praftice is very beneficial, both to the 
mother and the child. It opens the la&iferoufr 
du&s, caufes an e&fy and gradual flow o£ 
milk, and often prevents pain and forenefs 
of the breafts, which frequently arife from 
an accumulation, and obftru&ion of the lac-» 
teal fluid. And, to a new-born infant, the 
mother's milk is both food, and phyfic* 

Great regard .muft alio be paid to the Date 
of the air in which the fick perlbn breathes. 
The room fhould be large, and kept veiy 
cool. Frefh air, in warm, or even tempe- 
rate weather, fhould be, let into it, by an- 
opening at the windows, or door, every day. 
The chief caution neceflary, with refpedt 
to this laft dire£ion, . is to prevent a thorough 
current, or the air blowing dire&ly upon th* 
place where the patient lies. The covering, 
upon the bed, fhould be no thicker than 
what the patient has been ufed to, when in 
health. The bed-curtains fhould be kept 
pretty open, to give the fick woman an op- 
portunity of breathing a pure atmofphere. 
I do not objeft to having a fire, pro- 
vided 



I 
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vided it be not fb lai^e as to over-heat 
the apartment. A finall fire is of fervice ; 
it a&& as a ventilator, by carrying off the 
impure air along with the fmoke, and cauf- 
ing a quick liicceffion of frefh air into the 
room. x Some regard, in relation to thefe 
general rules, muft always be paid to cuftom. 
A perfon, for inftance, who has t always 
been ufed to lie very warm, is not to be fb 
much expofed as one who has been accus- 
tomed to lie more cool : yet fuch an one is 
not to be kept hotter, after delivery, than 
ulual. The author does not mean to recom- 
mend, but to avoid extremes ; and to be al- 
ways glided, according to the different cir- 
cumfUnces of the cafe. 

■ 

The cuftom of confining lying-in women, 
in an over-heated air, and to a warm regimen, 
,.is frequently attended with the moft fatal 
cpnfequence. It ' renders the whole nervous 
fyftem extremely irritable, creates thirft, 
caufes frightful apprehensions, tremors, pal- 
pitations of the heart, lofs of fleep, uneafy 
dreams, febrile heats, premature and hurtful 
iWeats, pains of the head, miliary eruptions 
on the fkin, and fevers of the moft danger- 
ous kind. Yet how often do we find this 

1 2 k»mr 
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baneful method put' *n pteftice ! How Care.- 
&1 are the goad wpmen to flop up every 
Crevice, and keep out every breath of airf 
Hpw anxious in heaping clothes upon the ■ 
bed 1 ,, (o that the poor patient can hardly 
breathe under them ! How cautious left the 
curtains of the window, or bed, fliouM 
be withdrawn ! How pbferyant in keeping 
up great fires in the room I And, that the in- 
ternal fiate ,of the patient may cqrrefporid 
with ttie external, they fake care to give her 
very liberally of warm caudle, with plenty 
p"f fpiqes, arid all fne good cordial drinks they 
can think of, and thefe to be Swallowed as, 
hot' as the mouth,' arid' ftbrhacfi, cafr well 
bear them! If this be hot fne readieft way 
to caufe inflammations in the bowels, and 
other vffcfra, and fevers' of the worftr ten- 
dency, .hi & peirfon wh'o$ bipod* is already - 
over-heated by a" iwift circulation', during 
the repeated pangs, and throes of fabour, I 
know 'pot whicH is. But moft. certainly) 
this ts hot the way f o check the rapid motion.' 
off he 'blbod; to cool 1 the inflamed body;, 
fq qupnch third; to (hire ah aching head":" 
anj| to call forth foit ffumtjers, arid* a. gentle • 
brea^'pa through th&Jkin,. ^ .Reafbn, expert- ' 
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egce, the inipe&ioh of the bodies of thdfc 
who have died after jraer gerai difeaftfe-, A$ 
plead ftrpngly againft it. 

Miliarjr fevers^ and others of the like fcfrlcf ^ 
are reckoned very commqn to lyirtg^iii x#6* 
rfcen. Yet I am perfuaded, frpm ttlantfoM 
experience, that thefe fevers are fhore ibti 
offspring of a heated room, ted Watttx rtgi* 
men, as ob(?rve4 before % than of any tiling 
peculiar to the ftate of childbed- Wbirteft. f 
fiave attended more than fofciteefc Ktondwdf 
womei}, after their deliveries, in THE 

fcONfrON LYING-IN HOSPITAL j 

y* I db not remember, ever meeting *kfc 
an inftance of the miliary fever, ift thai 
fr&ufe/ This; I attribute partly, to th$ cOof 
j-eghnen that is ftri&ly enjoined to be db* 
ferved there; but above all, to the adtfiifc 
fioft of Cool air, which is ordered to be let 
Jrito the wards, every dzy 9 at ati dpfcftttfg 1$ 
file windows. And probably it is for the fate, 
reafbn alfo, that I have never obferved, in thalf 
excellent Asylum for pregnancy, any pete- 
fkte, mbkiij exAktherteit^ v?ficul£,puk$ticfik p 
oi ^ othei ftbrilp ^uftioa^ jfi&aetf fykll $* 

* 
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fever of which we are now treating. But 
to return to the cure* 

After the diforder is abated, or even after 
it^feems to be gone off, a particular atten- 
£1911 muft .continue, to be paid to the ftatq 
of the bpwels ? Thefe muft be kept gently 
opeiij fQr fome time, till the patient be 
quite out of danger. And if there fhould 
be-a- relapfe, the treatment n^uft be the fame 
as above defcribed, only adapting it to the 
ifcrength of the patient, and the particular 
circumftances that may happen to opcur. 
But. the mc>re effectually to prevent a return* 
and to reftore.the weakened bowels to their. 
due to^e, fmall quantities of chamomile-teaj 
or a flight infpfion of juniper-berries, piay 
be dnjnk, three pr four times a day, either 
by themfelve?, or with 9, few drops of the 
dixit, vitrh/i acidum. After this, a cook 
iqg opening diet, with frefh air, bark of 

Pery, a#d gentle exercife, will qqnfirnj tl^c 
cure. 

• * ■ 

t It may probably- feepa wonderful that fa 
fipaple a treatment, as hath, been pxefcri]pefl % 
fhould be powerful enough to remove fo 
terrible a diforder. And I muft needs own 
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it hath often been a matter of agreeable for- 
prife to obferve how readily the difeafe; 
though very violent, would yield to this 
fimple method of cure. Let us from hence; 
therefore, draw this conclufion, That it is 
not the multiplicity of medicine, but the 
knowledge of the caufe, that muft re- 
move a difeafe. Herein lies, the great 
mark of diftin&ion, betwixt the phyficiai* 
and the empiric, 

* • 

The reader may obferve, that, in the cure 
of this malady, no regard hath ' been paid 
to the obftru&ion of the lochia^ nor any 
particular remedies propofed for its removaL 
All fitch notice hath been purpofely omitted. 
The author confiders the obftrudtion of the 
hchia, as only the efFedt, not the caufe of 
the difeafe. Take away the caufe, and the 
efFeft will ceafe. Or, in other words, 
cure the difeafe, and the flow of the 
hcbia will return of courfe; I the rather 
infift upon this, that not even the leaft* 
pretext may be found, in this difbrder, fojc 
exhibiting eramenagogues, and uterine nie- 
clicines, as they are commonly termed, 
fyph as the fuhis e tn^rrka^omfofitHjs^ volatile 



felts, diftilled oils* fpirituous waters, anp 
j&$ %^; which are not only ineffe&uaj^ 
$>$& fiofcioaas. The heft emmenagoguej 
39 a $bppreffipn of the /^^ is a cagd^og 
i?gk*»fc and a judicious regulation of $hff 
iw^ifctwrg*. 

WE will now proceed to the tr meaty 
of the difeafe, in its more irregular, and com- 
plicated ibte. It hath already been re- 
marjcedf tbjat a diarrhoea will lbmetim^ 
co^n^ace at the very beginning *• Wheft 
tlaia is the cafe, it is by no means to hej 
checked ; birt we are to aflift the beneficent 
Qperations of nature, by ordering tfoe patient 
to drink plentifully of mild* aperient liquors* 
Barley-water with nitre, lemonade, whey, 
made with rennet or vinegar, thin water-* 
gruel, weak chicken-broth, a flight infi}~ 
lion of malt, or a drink compofed of a quart 
of barley-water with the addition of twQV 
ounces of the juice of Seville oranges impreg- 
nate^ with on$ drachm of falfc qf tartar, aje» 

4 

1 

1 Vid. Inftitut. Bocrb, .$» \%tfh Jpcg» J *£ 
* Pag* 9, 

cording 
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Cording to the different drcinnitances of the 
cafe, are proper on this occafion. Thejr 
anfwer three good purpofes ; they help tat 
dilute, correft, and expel the acrimony 
lodged in the frimtt vut+ which nature is 
endeavouring to throw off. If a vomitiDgf 
or naufca, fhould accompany the loofenefs, 
chamomile-tea fhould be given immediately, 
and drunk in fuch quantities as to ca*Jle 
a plentiful evacuation upwards. And in czfe 
thefe methods fhould prove inefficient, to 
affift nature in making a thorough difchargc 
of the offending matter, recourfe mud be 
had to the more powerful means prefcribcd 
in the former part of this chapter \ The 
neceffity of this muft be judged of, by the 
nature and quantity of the diichaige, 
and the relief the patient receiveth fron* 
thence. 



If the pain of the hypogafiric region 
fhould be accompanied with violent flitches 
lot the fides, or over the pit of the fiomach, 
and a pulfe that refifts the finger pretty 
ftrongly, then bleeding would be highly 
wceflary. The firft quantity fhould rarely 

& exceed 
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; ^. V exceed eight ounces, and, in about fix, or 

'..'': eight hours afterwards, if the pulfe (till 

•k\ -; ■ ; preferve its ftrength, and the pain continue, . 

-;;,.... : ', , the arm. fhould be tied up again, and afecond 

"quantity drawn from the fame orifice. If 

-,\- ';/ that vein refufe to bleed, then a frefh opening 

• \ . : ;■: . may be made in fome other part. We rauft be 

!■/■/ ' : . ■ guided, inourfecond bleeding, by theappear- 

•'■ ;; . ance of the blood drawn, and the particular 

;' \ ! . , : " ■ circumftances of the patient, confidered both 

feparately, and colle&ively. When the pulfe, 

-.; ' • '• ' and ftrength of the patient, are in fuch a ftate 

.; ;.. :> ■".:.' as riot to bear much lofs of blood, and yet 

indicate fbme evacuation that way, cupping 

.' on the fhoulders may fupply the place of 

venaefe&ion with great advantage. In this 

cale, we fhould attend to the rule laid . 

down by Aret^eus of Cappadocia, and . 

have the cupping-glafles much larger, than 

m what are commonly made ufe of: " efto au- 

tern magna {cucurbit a) omni ex parte lata, 

dolentem locum ambire salens l " 

, I 

But it fhould be always remembered 
that bleeding, in the puerperal fever (I fpeak 

•DeMorb. Acut. carat. Lib. i. cap* x. pag, 92. # 

with 
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with fubmifiion) is only to be c^aSdcred 
as a fecondary relief, though the £rit iz* ?&>'-*£_ 
of time, and that the greireft ;::*ve h iiW2y» 
to belaid upon evamstio:: = by uoi la tr.fr 
quantity of bleeding?, therefor- ^'i'.vl:-,::^ 
fhould ahvavs be mide f/r t:.t:t *-vac^Lt:0""j— 
which muft, ct all events,, tike pl^ct-. Ttr. 
is a very nice point to dereririii.e* zsA rv^i 

entirely reft upon the lig^ihy. 2.71 d yj&grzssz 
of the phyikian. An err:»~. :~. t:titr £dt, 
may be hurtful; for if cl*e£:r.g : jt ZitzzZZtfL, 
when neceflarv, it nr.v ir.-^r^nt trit r-tfo: 
tendency which we ssc to ;:.£cr"^r.s-.U'jr^ ti-j: 
only in the omentum, b'iz ir. tLe I.-:j?^ £iid 
other vi/cerai and If too n-jcr. U:od vt 
taken awav, it mzv wsstx. tiit vcjrr^. f-> 
much, as to prevent her ^-pfcrtbg t:vt ^trr 
evacuations. And from Lti*ot. I :rr-&5 , >jt, 
we may account for that vjHtzvr&y *£ opi- 
nion, which we meet with, as»x^ fcv^vr;, 
with refpeft to bleeding in g*&*rr*^ J-zi 
,the puerperal fever. Some ky;;.g rt dv»-:- 
as abfolutely neceflary, arid ath.tr;, *: :/rv:.>'- 
ly oppofing it. 

Were I to interpofe isy opstiix, -r; th!* 
matter, I would follow the &dykat of ti*t :ri- 

K 2 
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-.; "■', tclljgent'Cfi'XiSUs, and not flavifhly adhere to 
'■'-.•' cither pf thefe tenets; but be, as it were, of 
■.:./' a middle opinion, betwixt the oppofite ex- 
; \ ."V tf ernes 1 . 1 would fay that there are fome 
'. cafes where Weeding is very neceflary, and 
■;.;;.'■ others where it is highly improper; and 
:■ ';.■ ■' that thefe will depend upon many contiu- 
■' '■:■":■-" ■"' gentcirciimftances which can only be right- 
: - .* \""lj taiderftood by the (kill, and attention of 
■ • the phyfician* The beft criterion to judge 
■byy is the pulfe, and period of the difeafe. 
"."■■ . If the pulfe- be full, and vibrate ftrongly a- 
gainft the finger, bleeding is proper at any 
. period, and under any circun^ftance ; but 
more particularly fo in the beginning. But 
if the patient hath negle&ed to call in advice 
in due time, by mistaking the difeafe for 
fcfter*pains, or any other malady, then let 
the phyfician deliberate, and proceed with 
Caution, For though there may be a flatter* 
ing ftrength in the pulfe, yet a tendency 
to a gangrene, in the omentum*, and other 
vifcera, will often follow foon after, and na- 
ture will be hurrying on towards ^diarrho^ 
which feems to be the only way fhe takes, 
in order to relieve herfelf from fuch a terrible 
difafter. If I muft err, therefore, in this 

' la praefat. pag. 12 . 

4 cafe, 
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cafe, and who artiongft us is free from error ? 
%€ EJl enirn bcec ars conjeSturalis, neque rejpondet 
ei plerumque nan folum conjeSiura, fed etiam 
experientia /" x let it be rather, I {ay, in point 
of bleeding too little, than of bleeding too 
much, and in making up the deficiency by 
evacuations by ftool. 

To return to the pains in the fide : I have 
rarely obferved any figns of expeftoration in 
this cafe; for though there is generally more 
or lefs of a cough, yet there is feldom 
any wheezing, rattling in the throat, or 
{pitting, unlefs where the patient; has laboured 
under a pbtbifis pulmonalis, or fome other 
complaint, in the breaft, before the difeafe 
came on. The way by which nature feems 
tQ endeavour to relieve herfelf, is a diarrhoea, 
and fweat. She generally excites both theK|b 
evacuations, frorft the firft; and the ftool*. 
are commonly very fetid. 

. Guided by her operations, thefe have been 
the two outlets I have always had in view ; 
qarefully endeavouring to proportion them 
to the ftrength of the patient, aad the nature 

1 Qelf in pr*f*t. pag. 1 j. 

.'■■■.'■ ,;.■..- -' 

•. * ■ ■ .» . 

» ''it 
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of the alvine difcharge. If the ftools con- 
tinued fetid, I purfued that evacuation; if 
they became watery, or better conditioned, 
I refrained. The diaphorefis was pro- 
moted, by the general methods above defcribed. 
Where the pulle fhowed any degree of ftrength 
I always began the cure with bleeding, and 
repeated the operation according to the cir- 
cumftances of the cafe. At other times, the 
pulfe hath been fb very quick and weak, that 
1 durft not venture to order blood to be 
^Jrawn. 

Bliftering, under thefe peripneumonic 
circumftances, is always proper, and can 
hardly be difpenfed with. A veficatory^ 
as large as the hand, fhould be applied the 
very firft hour, if poffible, to that fide where 
the pain is moft violent. In the fpace of 
eight or ten hours, if the pains be not allevi- 
ated, another blifter of the fame magnitude, 
fhould be put upon the contrary fide. And 
if there be no particular flitch, but only a ge- 
neral oppreflion in breathing, then theplafter 
may be laid between the fhoulders ; and after- 
wards, if occafion require, firft to one fide 
and then to the other. Oily, • qffperma ceti y 
emuifions, are very proper helps to quiet 
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any cough that may attend ; but no other 
ftrefs is to be laid upon them. Thefe may 
be affifted, by making the patient breathe 

i 

over the fleam of hot water, to which a few 
grains of camphire, diflblved in a fmall por- 
tion of vinegar, have been added. 

• 

In this puerperal peripneumony, when 
the pulfe begins to flag, and the difeafe puts 
on a putrefcent ft ate, the patieqt muft be 
jfupported by cordials* For this purpofe, 
thtfalcornu cervi may be given, joined with 
the bark, and foftened with a fblution of Jper- . 
ma ceti, to make them go down finoothly, 
and not irritate ihejauces, or ftomach. As a . 
drink, 1 have frequently ordered Clut ton's 
febrifuge fpirit, • when properly diluted, 
which he dire&s to be prepared in the 
following manner : 

" ]fc Ql.fulphur. per camp, legitimtprceparat* 
Vitrioli reft. 
Salts an. p. a. 
Spir. Vini reftificatijf. triplum horwn om* 
nium^ digere per menfem ; £? adjkcii 
tatem dijiilla V 

* Vid. A Ihoct andcertain Method of curing continued 

Ifwr*. By Jos, Cluttqn. Edit. 3d. pag, 9/ 

Us 
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a jgccat meafure f die neceffity of bleeding ; 
to operate chiefly by , {tool, urine, and per- 
foration, without inflaming the body; all 
w^ich -are the? great- intentions, according to 
my ideaj. that are; principally to; be followed 
ia. the* cure of the puerperal, peripneumony. 

'}' " ' ' 4 ■' « ' ' * A 

, When the puerperal fever is jtfrus combined. 
wxt;h a peripneumony , the diie,ale becomes 
at jpnce very defperite, and requires 1 ' the ut- 
moft lkill, and attention to lave the patyetit. It , 
feems t6. be no lefs tftan a general inflamma- 

tion of the omentum, inteftines, and , lungs, 
arid fometimes alio of the ftomaclv com- 
meiacing- nearly at the lame time, and di£ 
poled to run quickly into a ftate of gangrene. 
Not' a moment's- time is- now to be loft, but 
the cure Ihould commence, witff all the, 
power of art, within a few hours of the at- 
tack, if poflible ; otherwife, the difoFder makes 

v fuch rapid progrefs, that the cale in a Ihort 
time becomes, in a manner, irretrievable. 
This obliges me to repeat, to the attendants 
of all lying-in women, what I have men- 
. boned again and again; namely, that violent 

. pains about the abdomen, coming on loon 

L after 
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after delivery, if negle&ed or trifled with, " 

will frequently prove mortal ! * "> "' v 

■ iiif 

Sometimes ftitches, and difficulty ' ift ' 
breathing, which arife only from flatulencies' ' 
in the ftomach, or colon, will fhoot about' L 
the fhort ribs and prove troublefome. They 
are eafily diftinguifhed from thofe of which 
we have juft now been {peaking, by their 
drifting from one place to 'another* and" 
die fmall degree of fever that accompanies 
them. They are generally "attended with 
a coftive body, and go off, after procuring ; 
a ftool, by clyfter or otherwife. If the belly 
be open at the fame time, they are eafily 
difperfed by a draught prepared with afa 
fcttida, and a, few drops of the Thebaic 
tin&ure, '* 

If a cough fhould be troublefome, I mean s 
fingly confidered, or if there fhould be 
a violent pain in the head, then a blifter be- . 
twixt the fhoulders generally gives the mdft 
relief. In the former cafe, Jperma ceti draughts " 
with nitre often affift the blifter, but arfe ' 
generally too ineffe&ual of themfelves; A 

few 
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iew drops of the tiri&ura Thebaua may £bme- 
times be added with great propriety. . And 
,now and then I have found, after the fever 
vhas gone off and a cough remained with 
difficulty in breathing, . a fmall quantity 
jq£ the tinBura foetida given with a folu- 
tion of Jperma ceti, or gummi Ammoniacum, 
of great fervice : and more efpecially, if there 
were any flatulent complaints in the ftomach, 
or bowels* 

When the pains of the abdomen, in fpight 
of the general treatment defcribed in the firft 
part of this chapter, continue very fevere, 
we inuft call in to our affiftance external 
applications. Fomentations, emollient cata- 
plafins applied over the whole abdomen, blad- 
ders of hot water, fbftening oils either pure 
or medicated, fleams of hot water conveyed 
to the part, bliftering of the abdomen, may all 
be tried in fucceffion* 

. When the puerperal fever proves very 
. violent, whether the difeafe be fingle or com- 
bined, it generally terminates in a diarrhoea. 
This, however, is to be confidered in no other 

L 2 light, 
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light, than the kind efforts of nature :fco -frt* 
lieve herfelf from the«difbrder witHia tte 
abdomen , and to carry it out of the bodgr, 
by means of the neareft einim&ory ; that is, 
the inteftinal canal. This fhe boldly attempts, 
-by a profufe difcharge* It is the laft ftruggle, 
which nature makes with the difeafe; and 
if her flrength be fuificient to fupport her 
efforts, fhe may come off yi&orious. And 
this brings us to the conclufion, of tbjecjurft- 
tive part of our difcourfe, after firft confider- 
ing how far art paay gtftfk nature, : in" Carry- 
ing on this great defign. The chief inten- 
tions of cure, in this critical ftate of the difbafe, 
are, to moderate the efforts of nature, with ft- 
fpe& to the profufe diarrhoea ; to endeavour 
to keep up the vis <oita 9 or ftrength $f 
the patient; and to corredt the putrefcent 
ftate of the fblids and fluids. For this purpofc 
an aftringent aatifeptic clyfler fhould now 
and then be injefted. Emollient, diluting, or 
nourifhing clyfters are, at the fame time, to be 
interpofed, as different circumftances fhall re- 
quire, but fb as not to over- fatigue the patient 
They may be compofed of chamomile-tea, fit 
broth, pure oil, beef-tea, or the like. Thirty 
2 grains 
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■grains of the fbilonium Londinenfe, with one 
grain of the root of ipecacoanh'^ may be given, 
«bou£ once ki twenty-four hours, in the form 
of a bolus, or in a little fimple cinnamon water. 
And an aftringent cordial mixture, may be in 
readiilefs, to take after every ftooL In cafe of 
faintnefs, or great finking, red wine and 
water, with a few drops of theffiritus volatilis 
aromaticiu, may be given by way of cordial. 
The patient tnuft be fupported by nourish- 
ment, whifch fhould be given in fmall quan- 
tities and often, as well as by medicine. 
Chicken-water, or mutton-broth made weak 
and eleared of all its fat, beef-tea, rice-milk, 
a Httle chocolate and milk, or the gelly of 
hartfhorn, are very proper. For drink 
fee may take, very frequently, a tea-cup full 
of milk and water, or three parts milk and 
ene of lime-water, or a flight deco&ion 
of logwood, or mint-tea, rice-gruel, red wine 
and water, or chamomile-tea ; and add to 
thefe, at any time, a few drops of fpirit of 
hartlhorn. 

Thefe are the proper helps to moderate 
the colliquative difcharge, and to keep up the 
ftrength of the patient. But the xnoft capi- 
tal 
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tal point of all yet remains : I mean, to cut 
off the purulentjbmes, the chief caufe of the 
difeafe (as the diffe&ions feem to indicate) 
and reftore the tainted omentum and inteftines 
to fbmewhat of their perfe<5t ftate. With 
this view, after checking the loofenefs by 
the above methods, I have thrown in, be- 
tween whiles, as muchPeruvian bark as I durft 
venture on, guarded by aromatics and 
opium. When the diarrhoea returned, 
then the bark was omitted, till that <x>m-p 
plaint was mitigated; and fb .alternately* 
In fuch a dilemma what can the power of 
art do more than give nature an, opportunity 
to throw off, at intervals, the morbid iiir-r 
charge, and, in the intermediate fpace of time; 
to endeavour to keep up the vhyita, and 
corre£t the remaining putrefcence of the folids 
and fluids ? By thefe means life may gene- 
rally be prolonged, and as there muft be dif- 
ferent degrees of the difbrder, from the flight- 
eft to the moft inveterate ;kind, it may 
fometimes be prefer ved. 

But when the difeafe has arifen to fuch a 
pitch, as to render the omentum gangrenous, 
to induce a putrefceut ftate upon the intefti- 

nal 
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aial canal* and to caufe a large quantity of 
purulent, and other morbid liquors, to 
iloat among the vt/cera; is it at all 
wonderful, that ; the patieiit ihould at laft 
frequently fink under this colliquative di£- 
chwge? In fuch a defperate cafe, i»vi# 
i^.n^^seqium-morethan'^ebiitiited force of 
the whole materia me die a, to withftand its 
power ? What medicine hath fufficient virtue 
*pl p$*etrate • into: the; inmoft: irecefs ; of the* 
feodyf, ^nd ; recover the putrid , omentum? 
^A^ipJ^nfcW^fiicwious enough,: ?o h[eal : tho ? 
raofbid jjnt§ftiii£S, to revive the finking ftatc ) 
of the ;patien& $nd draw off the purulent; 
<lifcharge from the cavity of the abdomen f : 
Whejre is fuch a remedy to be found ? 



t < 
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TO rtndet this chapter more n&Mb 
I fhaB frecfuetttty 4gpa» a little fftif*- 
iWy riwin iubje<fl, ia o?deft?b gh^theb^ini«o,' 
of different authors, with refy&t- tb blkdifig 1 
in this diforder; which, afc obfe*tgdi befoYey 

■ - 

is a point of no- finall cohfrovdfl^V 

H 1 P P O C R A TE S. 

Hippocrates is the moft atocient phyfi^ 
cian, whofe works have come down to us ; and 
is therefore furnamed the father of medicine. 
He was born in Cos, an ifland in the Archipe- 
lago, and pra&ifed phyfic principally in The£ 
faly and Thrace, He flourished in the time of 
thePeloponnefian war, that is, about four hun- 
dred and thirty years before theChriftian sera. 
It is fuppofed to have been five hundred 

years 
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y&ars-, after Wsf death* beTofe his Works were 
Mle&ed together, to fofrii them into "a boiiy: 
stills was done, in the reign of .the emperoi 4 

Ar* EMitroiiu's CAH'rO, and DioscoRiDiJ'st 
TheG reek language had ftiffered fuch a change*; 
Airing that time, that thbtigh tHey \ik¥6 
native Greeks; yet they nlet with a variety 
of wdrds which they <!id not trtiderftarid ; ik& 
GaLen charges theni with taking too' rfiiitH 
liberty Iti changing kvfcral words of tn© 
tbattS Be&festhis, if is no difficult hiditef 
lk iabdgfee &at the firft compilers 6f the? 
w^rft6 & jf ifrpobk Affes, at fo great a* diftance? 
dftifttfe i» fivef Hundred years; hiighft : m&t 
with" r*arfety of pieces which drdf iibt pro* 
jfcf*f belong to him; btfc belh£ totiiid hi 1 
t&S fahfe' cbfle&ori, might tie" mittafren fbr; 
IriV or" at lfcafi be thought WdrtKy of belh'jsj 
brtoihd'ujj aterig wit)i tfiern. 'the original 
ifiam^clriptfr 0$; after' jhe compilation was^ 
made* by pltflhlg tilrbtign a 2 variety; o? handl;"" 
and mouldering in libraries for centuries to- v 
gether, muft probably have undergone very 

g«are ctistogesv 

* 6»fl!&&' i, » Lift 1 t&r*ocR. de Iftwut. Horn/ 

i^iii.:/.i M From 
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From thefe, and a variety of other circtom* 

ftances, the writings of Hippocrates may 
not improperly be compared to an ancient 

Grecian building of admirable workmanfhip, 
but much defaced by length of time. Suck 
as have been delirous of prefer ving, or repair- 
ing, this beautiful Ionic ftru&ure, may h* 
confidered as having gathered together th© 
{battered ruins, and (luck them into dif- 
ferent parts of the building where they ima- 
gined they beft correfponded. Others, not 
finding materials fufficient to fupply all the 
defe&s, may be fuppofed to have added fomc 
of their own carving, or to have fetched them. 
from the ruins of other antique buildings, o£ } 
fimilar ftrudture. Hence the whole becomes* 
flrangely chequered, and patched. Hence 
the divifion of the works of Hippocrates 
into true, and fpurious ; hence alfo the dif- 
ference of &ylc 9 the various readings, the 
frequent repetitions, and feeming inconfif- . 
tencies which are to be found in various parts, 
of his works. ,>-.' 

I-h^ve frequently thoughvifthefe-Grecjija 
remains of antiquity were ranged into, a pcop 
per fyftematical order, with all the varipuf 

reading! 

a' 
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readings annexed, and the whole enlivened 
by a {pirited tranflation, that it would render 
them much more ufeful, and caufe them to 
be more generally read. la the arrangement, 
thofe parts which, by the experience of 
many ages, are found to be true, and to corre- 
fpond with each other, might, with propriety, 
be linked together, though in the original 
they be found feparate ; and thofe which ate 
not warranted by nature, and repeated obfer- 
vatioh, might be looked upon as fo much ex- 
traneous matter, which did not properly be- 
long to the building, but was merely adven- 
titious, and therefore to be placed by itfelfv 

This would be reducing the whole works 
of Hippocrates to order andtruth, ground* 

ed upon long pradice, which is the great 

point required. For it matters not whether 

fuch a book, or fuch a part of a book, 

was written by Hippocrates himfelf, 

or his difciples; by his father, pr grand* 

father 1 ; fb long as we can come at a complete 

fyftem of ancient medical fcience, eftablifhe4 

upon the experience of many ages, and many 

nations ! In coile&ing the account of the di£ 

eafe, which is the fubjeft of our prefent inquiry, 

» Vid. Le Clerc. Hiftoir. de la Medec. Part i. chap. zxx. 

Mj . ■ put 
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ovit qf &e writings, qf #ippo,crat??^ J^il^ 
.eft4eavpur to follow the plan ljuejre pointed ouJ f 
tj>at; the reader may judge how fer it may an-** 
£w:er, and more perfedtfy cpmpjrehend my 
ipeaning, I haye alfb marked, for. the fake o£ 
the cui^QUS, thofe parts in the Hippocratxp 
description which ijiore particularly correk 
pond with the paflages in the body of tfcis, 
tneatife, and. referred the one to the otheir 
by marginal notes* 

Hippocrates hath plainly defcribed the* 
puerperal fever, though he hath given no 
particular, name to it, and fuppofes it to be 
caufed by an obf):ra&ion of the lochia^ as we 
may learn from the following words : H» 

posre fJLiv 7rvp€T(zimv xcti qrphutv. equity xcti : tyip 
y&Tty**' l^tyGLKmv tipoiu Hp £e -bccvarri- airnfe, ' 
aXyitiv ira.y ro (mpac,) fJiaKi^a, £2 yr t& t?$ yccer* •' 

j)<rfvtr7TQve€h KatartTiif) xai ayftuirvfa) icect wypco^ 
Eir#T« x fifiipvi 7ri (*&•%% JjS^djbtii, z<plv ere i^oihin • 
rrccpao'creTcu*', xctt V7re%*t)(>€€i fiiXctvcty %xtt Ttaytq^fJicL 

.fttulit ft legit* Charter. Tom* vji. pag.900, 

*' W&eri fhe difeafehatfr been ldfe to fiature, I have more 
fhw oacetop^a^ ^r^4fu^rv^eab9ia|Ltbe time here 
^Ationecf. ; 

1 **/>t*i 
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nupra, (jtAAo« xeu otAAOTS, xal «*$ cWtfv oupo^^ 
«f«i Tec. A^.ip& pi Jtgu+twtt *•*•. %^ fq>* (&*%£*** 

V »* r/ \ 91./ . *V «k% > > ' "^ ^ 

^AAfiitfrcmif • Taur* TrafcU <Zj>%aii.lint& rSgycmau^ 
nr /E4^r {fcaAttrfte $y?> *w jfcoAw xc&aigq* n* fjk 

iw t *fc&ttwi. (?&$k' y*t '*$*$). W Stasis 

Xb? text, I apprqben^ w$ ^ r ^.4^*^ 
lag, tranfl^tjon: 5/ v&rb.ei pur$afi<L foufe\ 

* Eriiegragn^. S< Charttiu TjDOft,v& pag.900. 

% Ksm^btm* M*S*R* Ibidem. ' 

* I|i/pujc<w. Su Ibidap* 

* Utgi F^ouc->f(WT.Cbarter. Tom.vii. cap* xxsriLpag,^** 
f Ilffl fytaw. «r^$T« Charter. Tom. viu capixl. pags, 752. 
J Ety) rww.i^«^.Ci^ttct. Jpw. yy.cap.3dv.. pag, 755. 
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ferii) non provenit, proximum eft ut febris 
cum horrore J oriatur ; & ut venter tumidus * 
fiat. Sin autem earn attigeris, totum corpus, 
dolorem fentit, et pracipue fi quis ventrem 
attigerit * ; inter dum etiam ardor ventriculi +, 
dolor que hmborum * urget. Et cibi fafii- 
dium 6 , & vigilia % & corporis compunftio adeft. 
Poft hacy vel quint vel feptimo die, alvus 
turbatur, & qua excernuntur nigra funt * f " & 
inter dum perquam mali odor is 9 ; & urina coin 
afim reprafentat '. Quafi incldunt, pelius ills 
effe videtur xo ; curaque habit a mature adfahi- 
tatem pervenit ". Sin minus autem, periculum 
erit, ne ei profiuvium ahi vehement Juperve- 
niret 1 *, & purgamentapuerperiijupprimeren* 
fur **• Pulfus arteriarunt imbecillifunt, inter- 
dum verb etiam celeres; modb valetttes, modo 
exigui * 4 . Hac in principiis morbi patitur, & 
% fcfi babet ; interpojito autem temporisjpatio, 
cava partes faciei tubefcunt x K XJbi ea fieri 

T Pag< 3- l'in. 7- of this treat » Pag. 9. lit). 3. 

* Pag. 2. lin. i. • *» Pag, 12. lin. 15. 

* Pag. 1. lia. 7. "* Pag. 1 6. lin. 10. and 32,16. 

♦ Pag. 2. lin. 14, and 8, 10. '* Pag. 9. lin. 8. and 83, 23. 
.» Pag. 2. Kn. 18. u Pag. 10. lin. 23. 

.• Pag. 8. lin. io* l4 Pag. 5. lin. 17^ 

7 Pag. 4- to*- 16. * *P ftg. 5. lin. 7. 

• P^g. 9. lin. 3. 

ff parent* 
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apparent, leves cibi dandi funt ,6 ; &,JaIiqUtd 
Juperai, medkcamentum catbarticum forbendum 
*ft X1 \fi quidem biliofa (agraj fuerit, quod 
bilem pur get ; Jin out em pituitofa, quod pitui- 
tarn. Deinde locis mulkbribus /omenta lS , qua 
ex odoribus jiunt, admovenda funt ; & qua 
emottiunt ( )j.ah$rctxr*$i*J quotidie fuperim- 
ptmenda l *. Si verb fur gat io puerperii mulieris 
quaji ad caput, tboracemque 9 & putmones % 
cum impetufertur fidenim evenitj fapejiatim 
moriuntur ", Ji illic detineatur. 

Wevbave here a pretty accurate and plain 
defcription of the puerperal fever, as obferved 
by Hippocrates, which, in moft parts, 
exa&ly correlponds with what has been 
faid of it in the firft part of this tte&tife : 
infomuch that had both defcriptiens been 
written about the lame time, it might have 
been difputed which author had borrowed 
from the other. But the truth is, neither 
pf them, ; in the leaft tittle, copied from the » 
other; but from nature alone. Hence 
it is the fimilarity arifes: from. which alfo 

*• Pag. 6$ . lin. % 1 . and 6$, 1 3. "• Pag. 83 . lin. 1 5. 
17 Pag. 58. lin. 17. ' ** Pag. 2. lin. 16. 

M Pag. *$. lin. 15. M Pag* 33. Ko. 1. 
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5ve ifca$r learn* thai the operation^ of nattitfS 
upon the human frame, in this dHeafe, are 
the iapdte in Britain, as in Greece; and conti- 
nue the fame at this day, as they were above 
two ChcHt&nd years ago i Thia .« Ekevwefe 
a eleafc proof of the 'immutability of the 
puerperal fever* th^t it is an original 
4ifeafe^ and hath bejen prevalent at alt 
times* afcd in all . elttnate8 t and yielded to. 
&e .Anoce method of cure as hath, beeti pre* 
icribed above. < .•■ . 

. In- eolle&ing the defcription of tfeb diftafe, 
$ut of the writirigs of Hipbqcrate&, it 
ipay be remarked* by confolting the biigH 
ijal, ttiat I hav^ dropped part of the fenteiacc 
which precedes the word* tryvypm #tofc£*{, 
ajs being nearly & uierri repetition 6£.whtt 
had been faid before on this fubje&» and in- 
terrupting the regular flow of thb deifcription* 
Ii may be faid, indeed, that this method 
of fele&ing the hiftory of a diforder, Oftt of 
the works of Hippocrates^ is paying 
too great a, deference to antiquity; and 
that, by picking out a. fentence here and 
there, -aft accurate aiid complete defcriptkwi 
of almoft any dHeafe, might be drawn up* 

ajid presented to the reader* To this I an- 

fwer, 



PUERPERAL FEVER. 9 y . 

fwer, that it is not fo, in the prefent cafe 5 
for I have inferted nothing, in the defcription, 
but what is regularly clafled under the head- 
of , obflru&ed lochia, the true caufe, in th« 
opinion of Hippocrates, of the malady 
under confideration. In a word, I have 
done nothing more than brought together, 
the different parts of the defcription, into 
one point of view, which in the original are 
£eparate and xUffufed, in order to place them 
in a ftronger light ; a piece of juftice, in my 
opinion, due to the divine old man, whofe 
concife manner of writing does not favour 
tautology, how much fqever it may have crept 
into fome parts of his works. 



Anno Pom. iooo. Avicennje, canon medi* 
cince* Per Fabium Paulinum XJtinenfem: 
Fenetiisy 1608. torn* i. lib. 3. fen. 21. 
tragi. %. cap. %%. 

The true name of this author is Abon 
AH Al Houffain, Ben Abdallab, Ben Siha, 
that is, father of Ali Al Houffain, fon of 
Abdailah, fon pf Sina ; commonly called 

N ky 
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by the Mufulmen Eb'n Sina, and by the 
Europeans Avicenna, the name by 
which this Arabian phyfician is generally 
known- He does not enter into a particular 
defcription of the puerperal fever, but fpeaks of 
it in general terms, together with the obftruc- 
tion of the menfes ; though the titje of his 
chapter is, " De difpofitionibus enixarum" He 
feems to attribute it to a retention of the 
lochia^ and to afcribe the fame effe&s to thisj 
as to an obftru&ion of the menfes. " Perdu* 
cit retentio menjlruorum, inquit y ad Jebres 
pravas, et ad apoftemata prava, et muU 
toties accidit ex itura ex partu difficili. Et 
quandoque accidit eh fenixisj inflatio ventrh f 
et fortajfe moriuntur" For the cure, he 
advifes fumigations ; and, if thofe do not an- 
fwer, then bleeding in the faphana, and 
adds, " et phlebotomia 7 vena curvature poplitis x 
ejijortior" 

X$6o*TJbe byrth of mankynde, otheritoyfe na+ 
med the womans booke. By Thomas R ay- 
is alde, Phyjitian. 1 560. booke il cap* vi« 

This book is a tranflation from the Latin. 
The original is faid to have been written in 

High 
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High Dutch by EucHARiusRHoDioN,whofe 
work was in great efteem all over Germany; 
and, about the year 1535, was tranflatedinto 
Latin, and other languages, and became uni- 
verfally the woman's booK over all Europe. 
The author of this performance fuppofea 
that fevers after delivery, may be owing 
either to an obftru£Hon, a too great flow 
of the lochia, or a laborious birth. " It 
is alio to bee underftanded, fays he, that 
many times, after the deliveraunce, hap- 
peneth to women other the fever, or ague, 
or fwelling, or inflation of the bodye, other 
tumblynge in the belly, or elles commotion 
or fettelinge out of order of the mother or 
matrix. Caufe of the which thinges, h 
fbmetimes laqke of due and fufficient pur- 
gation and clenfynge of the (lochia) after 
the byrth, or els contrarywyfe, over muche 
flowinge of the fame, whiche fore doth weak- 
en the woman. Alfo the great laboure, and 
(tyrrynge of the matrix in the byrth *• 
Nowe feinge then that it enfueth by fb 
manyfolde occafions and caufes, it fhal 

fee roete that women in this cafe be nothing 

* Fol. 73. 

N 4 afhamed 
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aihamed ne abaflied to difclofe their minde 
unto expert phyfitians, (hewing them every 
thynge in it, as they knowe whereupon it 
(houlde come, fo that the phifition under- 
ftandinge the woman s mynde, maye the 
ibner by hys learnynge and experience confy- 
der the true caufe of it, and the verye reme- 
dye to amende it 1 ." , 

1602. Felicis Pl at eki, praxis medica. Ba- 
Jilea^ 1656. torn. \u Cap. xiii. De ventris do* 
lore. 

This ingenious writer is of opinion that 
pains after childbirth are frequently occafion- 
ed by the cold air rufliing into the cavity of 
the uterus, immediately after delivery, and 
diftendingit. But the grand caufe, of the fymp- 
toms accompanying the puerperal fever, he 
attributes to an inflammation of the uterus* 
" Imprimis verb ex partus difficult ate, ob 
fummum dolarem & conatum, uterus frequent 
ter infiammatur ; tunc que vel foetu aut fecun* 
dina remanente % aut ki/ce exclujis, objubortam 
inflammationem* dolor & febris urgent: cau- 
jaque hac non minima eft, quod puerpera vef 

•■ tFol. 7?. 

in 
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in partu, vel pojl eum, adeo dolent r & pericli- • 

tantur, cum fecundtna folius retention hoc tarn 

fubito minime facer et fie uti hcec, qua fequitur, 

infiammatio Mas qfficit, & prcecipua mortis 

caufa exifiit ; nifiboc ob largam fanguinis pro- 

fufionem, in partu extra uterum 9 vel in ilium 

faBam accidat; adeo ut dolor qui pojl par turn 

mulieribus evenit, non tantum, ob derem Map- 

fum, uti difium, fed & banc infiammationem r 

frequenter fiat : quorum Me tamenfolo dolore, 

bic verb gravioribus accidentibus, majorique 

periculo affligit l ." 

1634. DanielisSennerti, opera. Lug- 
duni, 1656. torn, iiu lib. Iv. part Ai.feB. vii. 
cap* xi. Defebribus & morbis acutis puer- 
per arum. 

He fays that puerperal fevers arife, either 
from a fuppreffion of the lochial difcharge, 
or an accumulation of noxious humours, 
during the time of geftation, which are put 
in motion by the iucceeding labour, "Febres 
autem ill<£ omnes> inquit, e duabus caujis pro- 
veniunt, vel a lochiorumfupprejfione, aut im- 
minuta purgatione, vel ab humor um vitiofo ap z 

' ^g- 533* 
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par at u, tempore gefiationis cumulato, & in part u 
agitato. Nonnulli quidem etiam nimiam lochiorum 
furgationem addunt . Sed ea caufa vixfolafebrim 
0xcitat 9 fed latentem cacbochymiam arguit *." 

He obferves that bleeding, in thefe fevers, 
may be performed with great propriety, if it 
be indicated, and the ftrength will permit of 
it ; and that if there be, at the fame time, a 
fuppreflion of the lochia, it muft by no means 
be omitted. But if, on the contrary, there 
be a fufficient difcharge from the uterus, he 
then thinks it is beft to leave the whole work 
to nature. He gives the following directions, 
as to the veins moft proper to be opened up* 
pn this occafion, and puts them under the 
head of a query ; " <%ya vena in puerperis. 
pleuritide labor antibus aperiendafunt ? Difjen- 
tiunt de hoc va/de medici. Ex hac difficili 
controverjia ut nos expediamus, primo, quod 
Jape ditium, hoc tenendum* febrem banc 
non ejfe Jymptomaticam proprie diEtam, qualh . 
ex bubonibus & fmilibus infiammationibus \n- 
Urdum excitarifolet, fed comitatam, qua ni- 
mirum primaria eft, comitem tamen &jbciam 
babet inflammationem 9 dum natura partem 
tnatcrite, qua febrem excitat, ad pleuram x 

% Pag- 749- 
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Vtl etiam ad aliam partem detrudit. Se- 
cundo naiuram hie errare^ & vitiofam eva- 
cuationem injlituere, dum bumorem vitiofum* 
HUem per uterum expel/ere debebat, ad pleu- 
ram vel aliam partem fuperiorem deponit. 
Tertio, ea de caufq nallo modo naturce hunc 
motum vitiofum adjuvandum effe\ id quod 
jieretj Ji vena fiat im in brae bio ejufdem later is 
aperiretur; fed potius fanguinis ad uterum, 
per quern in puerperis natura refte agens eum 
rvacuat, motum adjuvandum vel concitandum, * 
vend in talo vel poplite aperta: Neque, "quern 
cafum ponit Varandaus y facift jieri potefl y ui 
fiuxus lochiorum nimius cum pleuritide conjunga- v 
tur ; cumffufficiente quantitatejieret bac eva- 
cuatiOy ad pleuram fanguis non rueret. Sit 
tamen, ut hoc accidat ; tamen impetus fanguinis t 
et humorum proculdubio turn copioforum^ non 
adfuperiora convert endus. Multb minus y Jl, 
cum lochia naturaliterfuere videntur, pleuritis 
excitetur ; velftatim. e bracbio ejufdem laterisi 
vena aperienda 9 vel expeBandum & videndum* 
an ab ifta evacuatione pleuritis minui pofftt 9 
k fuod it idem vult Varandceus. Etenim jufiam 
evacuationis bujus menfuram defnire non it a 
facile eft y eaque non nifi ex tolerantia fcemince 

aftimari potefl. Itaque etfi fie fatis'copiosb 

fanguis, 
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fanguis pojl par turn fiuere videatur, Ji tame ft 
pleuritis accedat, argumento eft, naturam non 
fitfficienter, neque omnes quos debet, humores 
per uterum expel/ere, fed partem eorum vitiofo 
xonatu ad pleuram, val aliam partem depellere. 
Ideoque ut ab iftis conatibus natura avoce- 
tur> nullo modo in brachio vena aperienda, 
quo modo conatus (fie adjuvaretur fed in 
crure vena aperienda y ut totus natura, quod 
vitiofum & moleflum eft, expellere conantis im- 
petus ad uterum convert atur, & natura 9 ad 
partes fuperiores fanguinem movere deftftat. 
Neque etiam, an fubfecutura lochiorum evacu- 
atio vitiofum ilium mot urn natura emendare & 
revocare pojfit, expeSlandum, fedjlatim natura 
fuo ab injlituto avocanda, nee natura vitiosi 
agenti res committenda, ne dum me die us 
otiofusjpeftator eft, ilia in injlituto fuo per gat y 
& it a malum augeatur. §>uart)>>ftpoft venam 
in talo 9 quod commodifjime fit year \'%iv, apertam, 
pleuritis nihil minuatur, fed dolor & diffi- 
cultas Jpirandi perfeveret, vel etiam augea- 
tur, non quod vult Majfarias, in venarum 
in crure feffione perftftendum ; cum ilia nihil 
aliud quam revellere, nullo verb modo ex parte 
affefta derivare queant, quod tamen in morbo 
periculofo ut fat, necejfarium eft* . Si enim 
vend in crure fefta pleuritis non minuatur \ 

4 vel 
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vel etiam augeatur, indict o eft, fnateriam 
itd jam parti affeSlx inbHrert, . ut ' verfus 
itierum amp Hilts revelli non queat. Ideoque 
vena turn in brachio ejufdem lateris aperienda, 
ut f unguis i loco affect o victnifque partibus 'eva~ 
cuetur Sf derivttur; quod ntfi fiat % agra in 
vifaipericulum conjickur. Neque metuendum, 

ut bdc modb natura a motu ordinario verfus 
utertm avocetur; chm ei incommodo per venam 
in crtire apertam jam obvium i turn fit : & fi 
aliquid : omnino pericuti metuatur, JriBionibus 
& cucurbitulis cruribtis appofitis, dum vena 
Jecatur, id prcecdveri pojjit ; interdum etiam 
temp us illius : evacuationis maxima ex parte jam 
praierierit ; inter dutH vero 9 ubi natura plane 
vithsl agit, vix mot us quern omifit^ revocari 
pdjfiti & propter eaviter ejus vena in crure 
aperta fuppleverit, Ut pofteafine pericuto f parti 
affetfee ~& pleuriiii vena propiore ap'erta y 
Juceiirri pojfii * ," * — 

• • 

1640. Lazaui River 1 1, opera tnedicauni- 

v verfa. Francofutli^ 1674. % lib. xvi cap. 
• 4cxii. De fupprejjidne hchioruni. ••■'"- 



* .. 



Our author, Lazarus de; la Riviere, 
QOfiEUftonly called Riverius, fuppofes the 

» Pag. 751. 
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puerperal fever to be owing to an obfiru&ion 
pf the /ocbia; and obferves, that the happy, 
fijccefs of childbearing doth principally 
depend upon a proper flow thereof. H$ 
follows Sennertvs in afcribing certaift 
impurities to the blood collc#e4 in 
the veins of the uterus, and other part* 
of the body, during the nine month* 
going with child ; and in fiippofing thepa to 
be purged off by this difcharge. Hmce, if 
it be fupprefled, or diminished, infinite dan- 
gers, and calamities are faid to arife ; fuch as, 
acute fevers, phrenfies, madnefs, melancholy^ 
cjuinfies, pleurifies, peripneumonies, inflam* 
nations of the uterus, and malignant 
tumours. The caufes of this fuppre$cw} 
he ,afcribes to a too great thicknef$ of 
the blood, a narrowfleft or obftrudticin of 
the vejpfels, cold air* inadvertently received 
into the uterus, which clofes the qnj&pes 
of the veflels ; taking cold at the feet, drink-* 
ing of cold water, fear, terrour, grief, . ^n<$ 
Other paffions of the mind, which withdraw 
the courfe of the blood from the ultVHs* 
His char^fteriftic fymptonas, ^rhich attend 
this fappraffion, are, a fwelling of the t>e%* 
pain of tfyc lower pact of the abdomen, loins, 

. . .•:»,•■ s\nd 
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and groin ; rednefs of the face, difficulty id 
breathing, perturbation of the eyes, rigors* 
fevers, faintings, and other fymptoms related 
above. For the cure he advifes, emdllien$ 
opening clyfters, and cupping-glafles to b^ 
fixed to the groin and hips, both with andt 
without fcarification. If thefe means a» 
of no efiedt, the veins about the knees, or 
in both the thighs, are to be opened, or th& 
hemorrhoidal veins, if nature feem to point 
that way. But if this fever be attended witto 
a total fuppreffion of the lochia, then a vein 
rauft be opened in the arm. 

x 66 2. Th mm Wi l l i s , opera omnia. 
Amflelodamiy 1682. cap. xvi. De puer~ 
perarumfebribus. 

He begins this chapter with obferving, 
that the fevers of lying-in women are attend- 
ed with much mo& danger, than thole 
which happen in» cfttamton, and that they 
di^er very materially both from a fi mple, and 
putrid Jyndehus. The antecedent caufe* 
of thefe fevees he fuppofes, withSENNERTUS 
and River ius, to be a depraved difpofnion 
of the blood, from the long fuppreffion of 

O2 th* 
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the metiftrual flux, during ptegnaiicy;' 
or from fome evil affe&ioii of the Uterus 
after childbirth. By thefe means he imagines 
that the blood is put in motion, that its ful- 
p hureous parts are exalted, rendered inflam- 
matory, and imbued with fermentative parti- 
cles, - fo as to difpofe it towards putrefa&ion, 
and to impoifon, as it were, the nervous fluid, 
and render it hurtful to' the brain, and to the 
whole nervous fyftem. Thofe kinds of evil, 
he fays, being imprefled upon the* blood, 
ought to be purged off by the flux of the 
lochia ; but if, after delivery, this difcharge 
fhould be fuppreffed, a purification is prevent- 
ed, a general corruption takes place^ and in- 
fe&s the whole mafs. Convulfive aflfe&ions, 
alfo, arife about the uterus, which are com- 
municated to other parts ; inordinate motions 
are ftirred up in the juices, which frequently 
confpire either to the production, or the 
exacerbation of the fever. The evident 
caufes, which tend to induce this change 
upon the body, are faid to be various, Such 
as, a painful labour, afblution of continuity' 
about the uterus a bruife, a retention of 
fomething which ought to be evacuated, - 

'-.aiv 
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aft ulcerous dHpofitiori, and many other acci- 
dent* of the -like kind. 
• As to the curej if bleeding be indicated^ 
and thert be a fullhefs of blood, and a very* 
acute inflammation in the diftempered part, 
he advifes a veiii to be opened in the foot,* 
or to take away blood, from the haemor-* 
rhoidal veins, by leeches. But if neceffity. 
urges, the operation may be performed in 
thfe arm, and if a fecond bleeding he required,, 
it may be done in the leg. He concludes,, 
this part pf the cure, with this precaution*: 
that a vein is not to be opened without great 
deliberation ; for unlefs it bring prefent help 
(which he has rarely known it do) the pulfe 
immediately becomes more weak, and the 
patient is made worfe. 



t. 



1667. Francisci dele Boe, # Sylvii,, 
praxis medica. Amftelodami, 1 674. lib. iii. 
cap. viii. De lochiorwn vitiis. 
• * 

- This phyfician, likewiie, afcribes the puer- 
peral fevento a deficiency of the lochial flux. 
A total fuppreffion, he fays, cannot happen 
without greatly endangering the lifeof the pa- 
tient* " Retentus namquetunc in uteri Juhjlan* 

tia 
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tia cawtmfafanguis l mox ibidem corrumpitufg 
ac inflammationem, abfceffum^ ulcus, aliaque mala 
plura Jkccejive prodacit T " He thinks if 
titers has been a large difcharge of blood 
at the time of delivery, and a ftoppage 
afterwards, that it fhould not be termed a 
feppreffion ; becaufe, in this cafe, what ought 
to have come away, in the courfe of nature, 
after delivery, is preternaturally difcharged 
immediately after childbirth. Cold impru- 
dently received into the cavity of the uterus* 
$t the time of labour, or applied externally 
to the flrim, is fuppofed chiefly to conduce 
to this total fuppreffion. 

When the difbrder arifes from cold, h© 
advifes aromatics impregnated with a volatile 
fait, and uterine medicines, efpecially fuch 
as promote fweat. But when a fever is 
excited, by this fuppreffion, he admonifheft 
the prefcriber to be very careful in the ufe 
of thefe aromatics, left they fhould increafe 
the febrile heat ; and directs them to be quali- 
fied by the addition of acids, fuch as diftill- 
ed vinegar, fpirit of fait, vitrioK and the 
like. This is the more remarkable in 

SYLVIUt, 
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Sylvius, as he is generally condemned 
for preferring volatile alcaline falts, in 
fevers, and afcribbg their caufe to an acid. 
JJut I muft do him the juftice to lay, that* 
in the cure of this difeafe, his rules ape 
generally laid down with great accuracy, 
^adjudgment. 

* 

j 66 8, Trait e des maladies desfemmes groffiu 
Par Francois Mavjuceait. A Paris, 
j 72 1. fom.uliv. iii. cap* viii. &€• • 

. Pains after childbirth, i^ys our. author, 
are frequently occalioned by the fijddea 
fuppreffion of the lochia t the matter v of 
%vbich choking up, as it were, the whole 
fubftance of the uterus, and there ftagnating, 
caufes a great distention of the part, and 

an inflammation, which communicates it- 

. * . • . * 

jfelf, by means of the peritonaum, to 
the whole hypogastric region ; which 
hence becomes inflated, diftended, and 
extremely hard, and, if the complaint be 
pot fbon removed, it frequently proves 
fatfil in a very fhort time* When things 
are thus circumftancedj, he recommends 
ppei*ing clyfters, and the application of warm ' 

and 
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and aperitive Fomentations to the pudenda. 
Thefc are to be affifted by venaefe&ion; 
•which he prefers fometimes in the foe*, 1 
•ibmetimes in the arm, and reafons upon it in 
the mjBfeer following : 

€€ Lajaignee du bras doit etre quelquefois 
prefer $e a celle du pied, & d- autrefois celk 
du pied fe fait plus Jurement que celle du 

Sras: commeparexemple>fuppofonsunefemmt 
fort replete d*Aumeurs, & principalement defang 
dans toute r habitude, qui ait*une fupprejjion 
de fes vuidanges, caafee par FobftruStiqn des 
vaiffeaux qui les devroient laiffer ecouler\ pour 
yaifon de quoy uhe inflammation de mat rice fuy 
Joitjurvenue, ay ant outre cela urik g^ojfejih)^ 
& utte grande dijficulfi de refpirer, dxnfi qu*il 
arrive ordiriairement en ces renebnfres: II eft 
trfo-certain que Ji onfaignbit itabord' du pied 
cettefomme, qui eft ; extrimtnierii l pethortqae, 
on dttireroit vers la triatrice uneji grafidt 
abondance de ceshumeurs, dont toute Vbabitiiifo 
regorge \ quefon inflammation in feroii beaucdup 
augment ee, & par confequefittous les accidens 
de la maladie; : Mais il vaudroit bkri mleux 
en ce cas, difempUf dupiuiSi T habitude par h 

faigniedu bras premier ement, laquelle on reitere- 
roit mime deux owiroisfois sil efoit necejfaire; 

apres 
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cpres quoy les plus prejfansaccidens etant en par- 

tie diminueZy on pourroitfort a propos venir a 

celle du pied i car par ce moyen la nature qui 

etoit prefque accableefous lefaixde rabondance 

dies bumeurs, en ttant allegee (Tune partie y 

domine& regit plusfacilethent le rejie: Mais au 

contraira^ iily afupprejfion de vuidanges, fans 

appdrence degrande plenitude au corps, & fans 

aucun notable accident, pour lors on peut 

pYaiiquer d'aSord lit faignee du pied, Ji on le 

foubaite: Nearimoins je trouverois fouvent 

plus a propos qtfelle fui prhedie de quelqu 

uhe du bras, pour degager par ce moyen plus 

jpromptement lapoitrine, a laquelle on doit parr 

ticulierement avoir tgard en cette occafwn, 

Cefi pour quoy je ne fuis pas de P opinion de 

Mercurial, qui veut quen toutes fuppref> 

Jkris de vuiddnges orifaigne toujours dolor d la 

, Jemme dupied, £s? nonpas du bras. 1 " 

1682. Thomje Sydenham, opera univerfa. 
Lugduhi Batavorum, 1726. 

The faithful Sydenham hath no where 
exprefsly treated of the puerperal fever, 

' Chap, x.pag. 418 

P Wilefs 
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ynlefs the pofthumous work, under the 
title of Proceffus integri in morbisfere omnibus 
curandis, may be afcribed to him. There 
the difeafe is fuppofed to arife from a fup- 
preflion of the lochia, and is faid to be ac- 
companied with a fwelling of the belly; 
a dull pain in the lower part of the abdomen, 
loins, and groin ; rednefs of the face ; a dif- 
ficult refpiration; a wild look; (hivering; 
an acute fever; fainting; cold fweats; 
pulfation and heat in the uterus ; a palfy in 
the lower parts ; and fbmetimes an epilepfy 1 . 
But as this piece was not publifhed by our 
author I will take no further notice of it, 
but pafs on to his genuine works, where he 
has delivered his ientiments pretty plainly 
of the caufe of fevers after delivery. 

In his epiftolary differtation, to Dr. Cole, 
he obferves, that fbme women of delicate 
conftitutions, by riling too early after child- 
birth, will be feized with the hyfteric 
diforder which, in that cafe, brings on a 
total fnppreffion of the lochia, fucceeded 
by a numerous train of fymptoms which 
foon prove fatal, unlefs prevented by great 

'Pag. 6io. 
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fldll and diligence* He likewife takes no- 
tice, that a fuppreflion of the lochia is fome- 
times followed by a fever, which either par- 
takes of the then reigning epidemic, or pro* 
ceeds immediately from it. And adds, 
that the fame hy fieri c diforders which 
firft occafioned the fuppreflion of the lochia, 
rage now more violently, and, as it were, 
generate themfelves afrefh. " Lochia* 
inquit, primum imminuuntur 9 deinde Jijluntuf 
penitus; quorum fupprejftonem prcematuram 
longa Jymptomatum feries excipit: qute, ni/i 
permagna tarn diligentia, 'quam in me den do 
peritia, intercedat* agratrt brevi perimunt. 
Nonnunquam pojt' lochiorum fupprejjionem in 
Jebrem incidunt, quae velintaru/p, qua turn 
grajjantur, epidemicarutn cajira tranfit, vel 
ab ea fola pendet origine. Adde quod iidem 
adfeSius byfterici, quibus lochiorum fupprejjio in 
pr tinis debetur, jam magis Javiunt, tamquam 
exfe denuo nati V 

Here that excellent phyfician (I fpeak with 
reverence) feems to have loft his ufual 
fagacity, and not rightly to have diftinguifhed 
fymptoms of the puerperal fever, from thofe 

■ Pag. 421, 422. 
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of the hyfteric difeafe, but to have confound- 
ed them together. He might probably be 
led into this error from what he had obferv- 
ed of the hyfteric difeafe, namely, that it 
could affume almoft any fhape. " This 
difeafe is not more remarkable, fays he, for % 
its frequency, than for the numerous forms 
under which it appears, refembling moft of 
the diftempers wherewith mankind are af- 
flicted. For in whatever part of the body it 
be feated, it immediately produces fuch fymp- 
toms as are peculiar thereto : and unlefs 
the phyfician be a perfon of great judgment 
and penetration, he will be miftaken, and 
fuppofe fuch fymptoms to arife from fome 
effential difeafe of this or that particular part, 
and not from the hyfteric paffion 1 . ft He then 
enumerates the apoplexy, hemiplegy, con- 
vulfions, clavus hyfiericus, palpitations of the 
heart, cough, pains refembling the iliac 
paffion, a vomiting of green matter, or of 
an uncommon colour, the jaundice, a nephri- 
tic paroxyfm, a diarrhoea, a finking of the 
fpirits, pains of the face, teeth, fhoulders, 
back, hands, thighs, and legs, as being all 

1 Pag. 388. 
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fiibjeft to its influence : and concludes with 
©bferving that Democritus, in writing 
to Hippocrates, did not without reafon 
affert, that the uterus was the origin of fix 
hundred evils, and innumerable calamities ! 
Is it then much to be wondered at, that a 
difbrder, appearing under fuch a variety of 
forms, fhould, for once, deceive even a 
Sydenham ? 

To remove a fuppreflion of the lochia^ 
he orders the woman to be confined to 
her bed, an hyfteric plafter to be applied 
to the navel;- and prefcribes an ele&uary. . 
compofed of the conferve of Roman worm- 
wood and rue, troches of myrrh, caftor, 
faffron, volatile fait of fal Ammoniac ', and 
afafcetida\ of which the quantity of a large 
nutmeg is to be taken every three hours, 
drinking after it four or five fpoonfuls of 
a julep prepared with equal parts of the 
diftilled water of rue, and compound bryony 
water \ I will not take upon me to fay but 
that fuch edged tools as thefe, to provoke the 
lochia* might be very fafe, in the hands of . 
our Englifh Hippocrates, but thislwiU 

1 Pag, 423. 
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venture to fay, that they are not at all well 
calculated, for general ufe, to remove an 
obftru&ion of the lochia^ for very obvious 
reafbns which have already been recited 
when treating of the cure. Indeed, 1 have 
taken notice of this paflage with no other 
view, than to put the incautious reader, upon 
his guard; left, confiding in fo great an 
authority, he fhould be too apt to have re- 
courfe to fuch dangerous engines as thefe, 
lipon any fuppreffion of the lochial dis- 
charge. 

. 1708. Hermanni Boerhaave, aphorifmi 
de cognofcendis & curandis morbis* Lug- 
duni Batavorum, J 73 7.' Morbi puerperii. 
apb. 1329, &c. 

The.caufe of the puerperal fever, accord- 
ing to this illuftrious profeffor, is a retention 
of the lochia, about the time that the ferous- 
■ milky nourilhment is making its way, 
from the newly contracted veffels of the 
■ uterus ', towards the breads; whence number- 
lefs fymptoms arife, and of the worft nature, 
according as the lochia are carried, and 
thrown upon different vifcera: fuch -as, 

phrenfies 
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phrenfies, pleurifies, peripneumonies, quin- 
fies, inflammations of the diaphragm, breafts, 
liver, ftomach, caul, mefentery, fpleen, 
kidnies, and inteftines; as alfo, dyfenteries, 
colics, iliac paffions, apoplexies,^ pal- 
dps, and a great many other dangerous evils. . 
To prevent, or remove thefe complaints, 
he advifes gentle anti-acid remedies to fheath 
the acidJeruw,{oft diluents ; themildeftfpe- 
cific aperients, from the moderately cordial, 
uterine clafs ; topical deobftruents, clyfters, 
fomentations, cataplafms, plafters, liniments, 
cupping-glaifes, peffaries, and iuppofitories. 
He thinks that bleeding fhould never be 
pra&ifed, in this difeafe, without the moft 
urgent neceffity; hut does not fpecify the 
nature of fuch neceffity* And laftly, he 
cautions the phyfician from treating the 
above fymptoms, as if they were original 
acute difeafes. 

1 7 1 6. Cr it icon febrium : or+ a critical effay on 
fevers. By Edward Strother, M. D. 
London, 1718. cbap. ix. pag. 212. Tie 
puerperal fever. 

This is the firft writer, I have met with, ' 
who gives the name of puerperal fever to this 

diforder. 
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diforder. He fays that it is preceded by 
fymptoms common to other fevers ; that its 
diftinguiftiing marks are, pains in the hypo- 
gastric region, abdomen, and loins. He fu- 
fpeGts it to appertain chiefly to the clafs[ 
of inflammatory fevers ; and fuppofes it to 
be caufed by afuppreflion of the lochia. 

1720, Friderici Hoffmanni, medicina 
rationalis Jyftematica. Hales Magdeburgica> 

1734- . . " 

It is not very evident whether this cele- 
brated phyfician clafTes the puerperal fever 
under the head of an inflammation of the ute- 
rus, or the hyfteric difeafe. An inflammation 
of the uterus, he fays, is owing to an unequal 
circulation of the blood through the uterine 
veflels; namely* the capillaries being filled, 
and obftru&ed, by a fpafmodic conftri&ion, 
the blood is carried with greater velocity 
and force through' the contiguous miriute 
veffels, and their lateral branches, which 
in common do not admit the red part of 
the blood; whence arifes tumor, redh^fs, 
^nd fenfe of heat, with a cotapreifiori and 
irritation of the nervous coat. Among the 

4 general 
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general caufes, which conduce to an in-, 
flammatton of the uterus, he enumerates 
a plethoric and bad habit of body, a fupprefr 
lion of the Ibcbi*) a copious flux of blood to 
the uterus, a laborious birth, paffiotts of the 
mind efpecially anger and terror, vehement 
efforts to vomit, external cpld applied to 
the region of the abdomen and uterus, 
drinking of cold liquors ^during the Iochial 
flux, a convulfive colic, and a violent fpafmo- 
die hyfterical affe&ion 1 . In treating of 
the hyfteric difeafe he obferves, that afup- 
preffion of the hebia, happening early after 
delivery, will frequently occafion violent 
hyfterical fymptoms, but does hot mention 
what thofe fymptoms are, and quotes 
Hippocrates in fupport of this opinion. 
" In puerperis verb, ob lochiorum non rite 
Juccedentemfluxum, byft ericas pajfiones frequen- 
tius ob/ervamus; quod etiam fuo temport 
Hippocrates notavit. Novimus puerperas, 
primis fapenumero a partu diebus b ab aere fri- 
gido ad itnum vent rem admijfo, a levi animi 
tnotUy a longiori corporis extra leElum deten- 
tion ', infava fymptomdta byjierica incidffi \ 

* Tom. iv- part, i.feft. ii. cap. x. De infiammatione £ 
ftbrt utcfina. 

fu* 
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ps to be really furprifiog. I will recite them 
•. in .Jiifc own words. " Ilriejl pas extraordi- 
naire queeettefuppreffionfuccede a un emporte- 
' ment furieux, a une extreme peur, a une ex - 
eeffmefaye, & H d % autres fembtables paffions t 
mais qiielle arrive pour un mot dit par inad- 
vertence, ou d loccafion dfune bonne ou mau- 
vatfe muvelle prefqu indifferent, a la perfonne 
a qui on la debite, par todeur d'une fleur, par 
un petit froid, par une peur legere, a Voccafom 
dun cry imprevu, Joit dans la rue au dans la 
maifon, Q? enfin un rien pour ainfi dire, dont 
la riflexiofi. a caufi la plus legere emotion, & 
qui interceptant le cours de ces bumeurs, en 
Icau/e d T infant un rejlus fur le bas ventre, 
& par touie I' habitude du corps, & qui donne 
lieu a une fev're, a une tenfon, a une douleur 
•pu fas ventre, a Voppreffton, au delire, & en- 
findlpmort^ 1 " 

}1S 1 * ^ n e Jf a y t° wa rds a complete new fy ft em 
of* .midwifery . By John Burton, M. D, 
London, 1751- Part iy. § 165. 

The caufe of the piierperal fever, accord- 
ing to this writer, is an inflammation of the 

m 

. » Pag. y6§. 
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uterus. " Sometimes an inflammation, of 
the womb, fays he, whether caufed by the 
midwife, the ftoppage of the lochia, or the 
like, will bring on After-pains as fbme call 
them ; and then the fymptoms generally 
are, a violent tenfion, heat, and pain in the 
Ijypogaftric region, which the patient can 
fcarce bear to have touched ; and fhe can lie in 
no other pofition than on her back ; if fhe 
Jries ever fo little tp lie on a fide, fhe feels a 
heavy and painful weight falling on the fame 
iide ; the loins and groin on the contrary 
fide fufFering an intolerable pain; which 
increafes with a tenfion on the belly, a fever, 
and difficulty of breathing; when the 
lochia either are leffened, or wholly ftopt, 
with a conftant inclination to make water, 
and fbmetimes with pains in the thighs. Plen- 
tiful, but proper bleeding (for the cure) with a 
cooling regimen, is, in general, abfblutely 
neceflkry ; and if the difbrder proceed from 
a bandage round the abdomen being too tight, 
the caufe muft be removed ; but if the inflam- 
mation be ,caufed by a ftoppage of the lochia^ 
iemmenagogues and all kinds of warmer 
Simulants and purgatives muft be avoided; 
and the fecretion of the pylk muft be pro- 

moted, 
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ipotec^,. which is a, method 1 ' never Teh ew 
"apy -author to take notice of, or to follow, 
411 order to remoyfe thefe uterine com- 
jftaints '."" 

1752. -^ treatife on the theory and'prdBice 
' of midwifery. By W. Smellie, M. D. 
tendon, 176,2. 

He fuppofes that this difeafe may afrfe 
^either from an inflammation of the uterus* 
l>r an obftruftion of the lochia ; and -that 

^he one is generally the confequence of &e 
tether. " &% there are feldom inflammations 
ha the uterus, fays he, without obftrudbions 
tof the lochia, and feldom obftru&ions of 
rthe lochia, but there rauft be rtibire of lefs 
of an inflammation of the uterus, they might 
be joined together \" Whdn ths diieafe is 
Recent he orders the patient to tie Juliet, and 
^enceuHrage a plentiful diaphoresis by drinking 
-frequently of warm, weak, diluting fluids; 
*twl likewife by taking opiates ai*d fud&rif&s 
fa* different forms, as may be agreeable to 
l hto Ibomach. ShotaW tfesfe methods be ufed 
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without fuccefs, and the patient labour un-* 
cfer a ]?<#>, dry (kin, anxiety, suid a quisle^ 
hard, and fullpulfe, the warm diaphoretics ar* 
tp he. .laid afide, and recourfe. muff be had*. 
tpbleqdipgat : the arm or ancle to mord at". 
left : ijjiantity, according to the degree of' 
tfie.fe^r an^.obftrudion; and this evacuation. 
mutl bejreppated as there is occasion : wheit 
the obfliu&ion is not total, it is fupppfecT 
more proper to, bleed at the ancle, than aUT 

the arm ; and at the latter, when the difchafgft 
is altogether flopped 1 . i . 



t ' 



1762. Avis au peuple fur fa fdnte : Par Mr* 
Tip sot. A Parity 1770. torn. ii. cbtyu' 
jLi&i.^^y,' Suites des couches. 

This ^experienced/ phyficiitn tffcribes the 
cauljb, o£the puerperal fever, either to ah iii- \ 
flammatk>n of the uterus-, or a fupprefliofl of 
the/<?#/V; butmoft probably to the latter. Her 
includes, tnj? moft uftial confeiquerices of ctnlcfc ; 
birth, lirider the four following heads': ' t . A l ft : * 
txceflivVh^etnorrhaffe. 2. Ah inflamriiatl^ii'ot 1 i 
the uttirus, . 3, A fudderi fuppreffioarof tn^.* 
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lochia. 4. The fever, and other accident^ 
resulting , from the milk. The inflamma- 
tion of the uterus, he fays, is difcoverable 
by pains in all the lower parts of the belly ; 
by a tenfion or tightnefs of the whole; by 
a fenfible increafe of pain upon touching 
it; a kind of red ftain or {pot, that mounts 
tp the middle of the belly, as . high as the 
navel, which fpot, as the difeafe increafes, 
turns black, and then is always a mortal 
fymptom; by a very extraordinary degree 
of weaknefs; an amazing change of counte- 
nance; a flight delirium ; a continual fever, 
with a weak and hard pulfe ; fbmetimes In* 
xeffant vomitings ; a frequent hiccough ; a 
moderate difcharge of a reddifh, ftinking, 
fhafy water ; frequent urgings to go to ftool ; 
a burning kind of heat of urine; and fbme- 
times an entire fuppreffion of it. For the 
cure he recommends bleeding ; frequent 
clyfters of warm water ; injections of the 
fame kind into the .uterus; and aqueous . 
fomentations to be continually applied over 
the belly. He obferves that a tot«Q fiippre£ 
fionof the lochia proves a caufe of thd moft 
violent diforders, and (hould be treated ex- 
actly in the fame manner as an inflammation 
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pf the uterus: and th# if unhappily hot 
medicines have been given, ip order to force 
them do\vn, the cafe \yill ^generally prove 
fatal, 

1764. Gerard 1 L. B. vaj* Swietek, 
commentaria in Hermanni Boerhaavr 
aphorijnm de cogmfcwdis & curandis morbis* 
Lugduni Batavorum, 1764. Morbi puer- 
peri^ torn. iv. § 1329* &c. 

This learned commentator enters tho- 
roughly into the fpirit of his author, and 
explains in a full and mafterly manner 
the text of his celebrated preceptor* • He 
agrees with him that a fuppreffion of the 
lochia is a caufe of puerperal fevers* but» 
at tfee fame time, feems rather inclined to 
t&afe tba& they are more generally occa- 
&«wd hy- * tr^nfl^tm oC the la&eal matt^ri 
thaft of th» jbflAfo* wppa different parts o£ 
tjw bpAy. * c ^ mn t* battenus dttth 
(ait} cattfludi potefty metafiafin h£teOm pro* 
dufsre pqff* omnia Ufa mak* qua in iextu 
ewmerafltj*r\ §? fW locbiis fupprejjfa trikui 

* Recited aboyciap*ge tig, 

R Joknts 
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Jolentt prout -nempe in has illajve parte* 
deponitur materia la&ea, & quidem tanta 

tnajori cum periculo, quanta partes, <• in quas> 
deponitur, ad vitam magis necejfaria fue~ 
rint, uti etiam, Ji materia hac deponatur in 
loca, ex qui bus difficult er elhnbiari poteriu 
Non tamen in ilia opinione fum, acji lochia 
retenta nullum facer ent periculuin ; Jed 
tantum hoc monendum ejfe credidi, etiam de 
depofitione materia taSlea ad f varia he a corporis 
cogitandum ejfe. Lochia enim naturaliter 
tninuuntur iilo tempore, quofebris laBariaJblet 
incipere, & vix fanguinea fiuunt tunc, fei 
potiusjubpurulenta. Primis auttm diebuspuer- 
perii mqjus videtur ejfe a lo chits retentii pericu- 
lutn; fequentibus diebus, pojifebrim laBariam, 
minus; ita tamen, utjiretineretur illudpuru- 
lentum, quod tunc exire Jo let, ab ejus reforp- 
tkne in fanguinem multum malt metUendum 
foret V He alio obferves, that a retention 
of the lochia may occasion an inflammation 
of the uterus; and on the contrary, that 
an iiiflamed uterus, from a laborious birth 
or any other caufe, will be attended with 
a fuppreffion of the lochia difeharge. He 

* Tom.iv. pag. 613. - 
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remarks that a diarrhoea* after childbirth* 
is not always to be dreaded, notwithftanding 
it he looked upon, by many, as a very dan- 
gerous fymptom which ought to be remov- 
ed ; and mentions an inftance where he 
himfelf was highly cenfured, by the by- 
ftanders* for not checking that evacuation , 
" Probe meminiy dumpuerpera, gemellos efiixa t 
cur am gererem y me peffime f except um fuijfe jab 
adjiantibus, durn nolletn ahifiuxum compefcere h 
Tertia die lochia omnino fupprejfa fuerant ; 
venter durus £$ dolens erat. MolHJJimh 
Jbmentii adhibit is, leniffimis aperientibvs 
"decoSfis Copiofe potatis, per ahum exivefunt 
viridia, fatidijjitna, & quidem cum injigni 
tevamin*\ Ac br&oi convaluit x ;" It hath been 
remarked above, that BoerhaavA forbids 
bleeding, in the puerperal fever, unjefs 
urged by the greateft neceffity ; but ortiits 
mentioning the nature of that necfeflity. 
tiis ingenious commentator hath fupplied 
that defe£t, as well from his own. experience 
as that of others, in the following words i 
€t In puer peris pleuritide corrtptis, licet lochia 
jtuerent,Janguinis miffio profuil v inpgniter \ quod 

* Tom. iv. pag. 613. 
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&Jius objervaiionibus tonfirmdt La Mot ft* 
qui, lochiis bene prodeuntibbs, repetitaS etiam 
in bracbio vena feSliones injh'tuit*. Dttm 
oftavo h partu die acerbijtmus lateris dolor cor- 
tipuiffet puerperam, Ttjlpius, cimidentident 
hovis infultibus urgeret dolor, ter pedis, Gf 
qumquies bracing venas fofoere debuk. Tan* 
tarn fanguinis jaSturam non foium toleramt f 
fed Of ingens ahiprofluvium fuftinere debitit, 
antequam integre debellaretnr morbus V f 

1765. TraitS dts maladies, des femmes* Par 
J. Astruc, Profejfeur Royal de medecint, 
& Midecin consultant du Roi. A Paris, 
1765. torn. v. Bv. iii. chap. xiy. § 3. Ves 
puidanges Jhpprimies. 

1 

. This phyfician ranges the puerjjferal fever 
under the head of obftru&ecj lochia. Tile 
/obfttuftion, he obferves, may be total, or 
enly partial; and may either happen about 
the .fecbnd, or third day after . delivery, or 
»ot till towards the feventh, or eighth. 
The former cafe he fuppofes tQ jbe much 

? Tom* iiir pag. 3,5, 36. , * Tom. iv. pag. 634. 

more 
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more dangerous than the latter t He fays 
the fympioihs, which accompany this (^ 
jjreffion* are different in different pteribiife. 
The general ones are, a terifiofy -IWelU 
lag, and pain of the uterm ; pain iti thfe 
loinsy bottom of the lpine* aiid gtoiiij'A 
naufia, ahd vomiting; difficulty hi breath* 
ing, and fpitting of blood; rigors, fever, ih* 
fiammation of the uterus, and fbmetifftes a 
delirium* a toma vigil* or coma fomnoltntum. 

; He attributes a fuppreffion of the lochia trt 
four caufes. The fif ft of thefe caufes is, the pi*- 
tient's catclaiag cold : whether itbd by thfc cold 
air getting into the uterus, through the ne* 
glc6t of the nurfe, in hot kdepiiig the parts 
covered ; or through the patient being expofed 
to cold it hef feet, by not keeping die room 
fuffickntly warm; or fronl the imprudence 
of fuflfeiing her to drink hfer liquors too 
cokL The fecond c&ufe is* any itfraqpe&dd 
trouble* grief, or ffrar: the paffians of thfe 
toind* h* fay6 f efpeeiaUy wfeeii^thejr are 
fttdden, produce a c©hftri&ion of the ufaiv% 
that wholly fuppreffes the difchaf^e. 
The- third C^ufc ii, a Yioieftt jfajperveniag 
Jtarrtoea; &e eofi&qitemfe of . indigeftipn^ 

^txsrti 
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irom having eaten to© touch ; the gfeSft 
evacuation, that is made by ftool, neceflarily 

.diminifhing that which fhchild be made by 
the uterus. Laftly,, the fourth caufe is* an 
inflammation of the uterus ; which, by 
tumefying its fubftance, clofes up all the 
veiny appendages from whence the. blood 
of the lochia flows* Thi6 inflammation, he 
jobferves, is always the confequence of fome 
hurt, which the interior part of the uterus 
has received, in a laborious delivery* from 
the hands of an unfkilful midwife. He 
concludes, by remarking, that this laft caufe 
muft produce a fupfrefiion of the moft 
dangerous kind; and that experience but too 
much confirms it* 

His fentiments, with refped to bleeding 
in this difeafe, he delivers in the following 
terms ; " Si la fupprejjkn Went de fufie des 
deux premieres cau/es f ilfaut (Tabor d employer 
la faignh pourprevenir la pkthore> & pour 
reldcber & detendre la matrice, & tocher de 
ritablir le cours des vuidanges. On a longtemps 
difputt fi 4? itoit du bras ou du pied qt? on devttt 
fmre ees faignies ; mais fa quejlion me, parent 
aujourd but ' decidee. Si lesvuidangesne font pas 
tout ra-f ait fupprimfos, e'eft du pied qui/ faut 

faigner f 
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feigner, farce quon pent ejperer, en attiraht 
le fang fur la matrice, de forcer les- obftacles 
& de ritablir les vuidanges. Mais f Its 
vuidanges font tout-d-fait fupprimJes, il ne 
faut point attirer le fang fur la matriee^ d % ou 
il ri a point dijfue\ & il faut faigner dubras. '■ 
On ne peut pas fixer le nombre desfaigneh 9 : 
mais Ji le mat priffe y & que les forces de la 
malade le permettent, il faut en faire quatrc \ 
Jans les deux premiers jours l ." 

1 766. A Compendium of Midwifery. J&# 
Thomas Cooper, M. D. London, 1766. 
part iii. feSl. iii. Difedfes confequent on de« 
livery ; 

■*.#/■■• - ■ - 

». * • .. «. * • ■ 

- This fever, he obferves, is ^ truly 
jdangerous and perplexing malady; that it' 
proceeds generally from violent affections of ; 
the mind, as grief, defpondency, and the^ 1 
like; from the drinking of ftrong liquors, 
or Caudle too highly fpiced; from obftru&ed 
perfpiration, and evacuations. That tjie 
fpTtiptoms are, moft commonly, a (low 
peeping * pulfe, which afterwards becoipps 
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v«?y <mick; tfrat femotime? the pulfc is 

qwlclj: *tfirft, and flaw afterwards; IP fctp* 
qt*ipk t fvfjl # and {bong; in others, quick, iyith 
alternate heats and fhiverings, p?iqs in the 
be^y, b*?afts, and fides; a cough* a dry 
fi^n, and hardnefs of the abdomzn* He *eV 
nj^fks that, as the di&afe ipcrsafes, the 
iskfia^ed «#*w becomes putrtd* a»d $f- 
ch^g^s jifetidj&^fffj apdthat, by the fQU#h 
day, the fever put* o^ quitg ^ pptr|4Q#^w«> 
" Though this diforder, fays he, is of the 
inflammatory kind, if fejdpm will beartq he 
treated as iXich ; for which reafewj, unlefs the 
pa\ns; aye very great, we fhould n<?t bleed, 
at leatt for the firfV eighteen or twenty bow's. 
Women after their firft labour generally bear 
b^fy 1 ^' betfter tj^aft fhofe who ^ayq had 
njfiij; ffhil4T^ ; thip r pwlfev OU .* pi^qbferw 
v#ipft> wjH- feW?W; ta, ftuai tsptfy tfegugk 
q^k-^vd f^Uy hut ifrjpioft wraisnqft^ we& 

a jio* Wfi^iifg > wrvow a*jd hyfensafc: 
^q^^qu?^ bear tys lois of n?mch bloody, 

^^re&r<&, whs& it is neceflary ta biped, 
typ*. patients., tibe quantity, at firft taken 

a]fc$v Ihoifld hf, feU* 1a fhort* this will 
holcl good in all conftitutions in general, 

where this diforder p^cujft; as it is not cer- 

4 taia 
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tain that di'feafes of the vzfeera are relieved 
by this evacuation ; and if venaefe&ion is 
nfed after the third day, unlefs the pains are 
violent, the pulfe ftrong, and the inflam- 
matory iymptoms run high, it i§ generally 
prejudicial V : 

1768. Effbys dn ffoe puerperal fever, and 
on puerperal cvnvul/ions. By Thomas 
Denman, M. D* London, 1768. 

This writer, as far as dm be colle&ed 
from the following paflages, fuppofes the 
puerperal fever to be attended with an inflam- 
mation of the uterus. ic There is a fenfe o£ 
throbbing pain, fay? he, and uneafy heat* 
through the parts in general. The urine is 
yoided often, with pain, and in a- fmall 
quantity y as if the inflammation, originally 
in the uterus, had reached the neck of the 
bladder *. Great care muft be taken in the 
adminiftration (of clyfters) or the patient 
will fuffer intolerable pain, on account; of 
the tendernefs &nd inflammation of the os 
internum 3 ." The predifpofing and occafional 

1 Pag. 319. * Pag. 9. 3 Pag. 33^, 
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caufes are faid to be, a redundancy of the 
quantity, or an exaltation of the quality of 
the bile ; unwholefome diet, fttdcfen frights* 
and rifing too foon after delivery j the ufe of 
hot fpices, the negleft of procuring ftoofe 
after delivery, and every accident which 
obftru&s perforation. This difeafe, he fays y 
knay follow a labour under the beffc 
circumftances ; bat that endeavours to dilate 
the os internum, and too hafty a feparation of 
the placenta, or binding the abdomen tight after 
^eiivery wiU 6ften produce it ; fee 'does ttot 
however ihcftude hard labours as a frequent 
caufe, fintee k is remarkable that W6&&ft re* 
cover very foon after them *. 

His leritimeftto* with, refpeft to Ven&fec- 
taon, are exprefied Jh the following Ynan- 
ner : " Nfotv the moft careful bbfervation, 
the etfent has fo often ^proved to or*, that 
large bleedings iveaken the Jfick, 'tyttKtbut 
proportionably leftening the dHeafe, thit I 
have for a long; time never taken away blood 
in any quantity. In very full, fanguke 
habits of body, bleeding may be necetfefyy 
but I think the repetition of it fhftuld -be- 
infilled upon with great caution *." As aft 

* " * Pag. 17, «** * Pag- 23. 
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<eva£uaftt, he recommends a powder coropofed 
of two grains of tart arum emeticum r and one 
ibruple of prepared crab9 eyes ; of which he 
gives from two to fix grainy apd repeats it as 
cdrcumftances require, judicioufly obferving, 
Chat m> benefit is to he expected but from its 
ieufible operation. 

1769. A new fyflem of midwifery. By 
Robert Wallace Johnson, M. JX 
London y 1769^. part iv. chap* vii. 

He treats of the puerperal fever, in the 
feventh chapter, entitled, Of the fuppreffion of 
the lochia. " A fever, fays he, without a iup* 
preffion, is not uncommon in the month of 
childbed; but a fuppreffion, as far as f can 
difeover, is never to be found without a fever* $ 
yet (if diftin&) which is prior? or whether 
the fuppreffion is not, in fome c^fes, the 
primordial, and in others the confequent, it 
is not eafy to determine* However, leaving 
the decifion to future difcovery, I fliall, i» 
lorder to inform the ftudent as well as I can, 
take notice firfirof the moft probable caufes, 
§tc. Firft then, the caufes, which may be 
ailigned, are ve/y Afferent, to wit, a ^peculiar 

S x miafin 



Ho A TREATISE ok the 

miafih in the atmofphere ; an admiffion of 
cold air fo freely to the furface of thp body; 
as to excite rigors, &c. an higrefs of fuch air 
into the cavity of the uterus , whereby the 
blood may be fuddenly thickened or congeal- 
ed; an over-heated or hurried circulation, 
by which the uterine veffels may be over* 
charged or fuffbeated ; every thing capable 
pf bringing on an inflammation in the fuh^ 
ftance of fhe uterus, or in any part fb con? 
nefted with it, as to atfe& it; any yiolenfor 
inftantaneous agitation of mind; or what- 
ever is capable of exciting irritation. A fup- 
preflion of ths la&pai iecretiqn, as alfo * 
diarrhoea , may, contribute to it V . 

Among the curative indications, he reckons 
as the firft, a tirpely diminution of the quan- 
tity of the blood. For this end, he recommends 
venaefe£tion 3s the rpoft eligible roe^ns, and 
lays very great ftrefs upon it, provided it be 
begun early, that is, fqon ^fter the attacks 
while thepulfe is full, or before the vt/cerif 
are jmjch ?ifFe£ed ; for he remarks, that if this 
ppportynity be loft, the inflammation jq 7 
pre^fes faft, the pulfe finks, becoming final], 
quick, weak, and at laft irregular; fo that 
|}fc£<jjn$ Bqw WQuld be very injudicious. 
"* V ' ' P a £; 33 8 * 33S^ 
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1.770. Obfervations on the prevailing difeafe$ 
in Great Britain. By John Millar^ 
M. P. London, 1770. part in. chap, xu 
Of the puerperal fever. 

This author, very judicioufly, ranks the 
, puerperal fever among the popular difeafes of 
Great Britain ; and indeed no writer, on the 
prevailing difeafes of any country, can hardr 
Jy, with propriety, omit it. He clafles this 
fever with thofe which partake both of a 
putrid, and inflammatory nature. I fhall 
give the author's opinion, of the caufes of 
this difeafe, in his own wprds. " The changes 
jvhich the hijpaoijrs naturally undergo in 
jvonjen, during their pregnancy, render then* 
more liable to the contagion of putrid di£ 
eafes; while the circumftances attending 
childbed produce inflammatory fymptoms^ 
and hence often jjrifes a complicated feyer, 
(he moft dangerous and difficult of cure of 
any which falls under the dire&ion of the 
phyfician '. When a woman in childbed 
is feized with a remitting fqver, if there is 
np irrpgpl&rity in the ufuai evacuations, the f 

1 Pag- 33°> 
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fymptoms are nearly the fame as thole 
which were already defcribed in treating of 
that difeafe ; but her particular (ituatio'n ren- 
ders it more dangerous. If theufuaHvaeuations 
are fuppreffed, the fever partakes more of in- 
flammation, arid is attended with particular 
fymptoms which requirca peculiar treatment. 
l$ut the puerperal fever is much oftener occa* 
fioned by the oppofite extreme; yet that natu- 
ral evacuation is not too raihly to be pro* 
nounced exceflive, fince it is wifeJy intended 
to prevent the evil confequences which might 
ariie from inflammation, or from obftruftion 
in the veffels l ." 

Some phyficians, he obferves, affert rfiat 
tfeis difeafe is to be cured by venaefe&ion; 

while others have maintained it- to b6 
pernicious, and that cordials, opiates, and 
smmenagogueV are the only medicine* 
j^fakh can be fafaly iifed. When there i% 
pouch pain, hardneis, and fweMmg in th<* 
l>elly, and especially if any injury has been 
received duri*>g the time of labotar, bleeding, 
he fays, may be neceffary ; but that as th?$ 
iremedy is ever to be ufed with caution in this 
puerperal fever, ihe applicatioo of it Should 

t ' ' Pag- 333. 334- 
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Jriways be directed by the advice of an able 
phyficim; and that no general rule can be 
given concerning it, fince there are many 
ciraumftaaces to be considered, which render 
airaoft every new cafe a particular ftudy. 
Thofe of a delicate constitution, continues 
fae, do aiot bear a lofs of blood, and if it 
Should be taken away imprudently, they are 
brought into great danger. If the hae- 
ifcwrfoage has been violent at the time of 
delivery, % t>ieeding is then improper ; but if, 
from the 'beginning, the natural evacuation 
has either been too fmaU, or altogether 
fopprefled ; if the labour has been fevere* and 
if any violence has been ufed, it then becomes 
afefolutely siecefiary, and fbmetimea muft 
be frequently repeated. 

i 771 . A-tY4atife % on female difeafes. By Hefr y 
Mak^wg* M. D. 'London, 1771I. chap.. 
k*. $$fth* puerperal } fever. 

SFhisis thelateft author J have met with, 
who treats of the puerperal fever; and hp 
brings us down nearly to the time that this 
publication was put to thtprefs, that is, in 
the month of NovemfrQr 1771. 

His 
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His fentiments, relating to the caufe 6f 
this diforder, he expreffes in the following 
tqrms. " From all the moft accurate accounts 
of this difeafe, and from the period at which 
it generally commences, there is reafon to 
conclude, that it owes its rife more immedi- 
ately to accidents after delivery : for jt is 
allowed, that it may follow a labour under 
the beft and moft defireable circumftances ; 
though endeavours to dilate the os internum, 
are fuppofed frequently to produce it. The 
more immediate caufes generally affigned 
by authors are, a ftoppage of perforation, 
too free an ufe of fpices, and the negledt of 
procuring ftools after delivery ; fudden frights, 
too hafty a feparation of the placenta, and 
binding the abdomen too tight. The putrid 
appearance, however, which this difeafe fb 
Ibonaffumes, affords ground to fufpedt, that 
the predifpofing caufe of it is a vitiated ftate 
of the humours : for it is generally obferved 
to be mdft prevalent in an unhealthy feafbn, 
and among women of a weakly and a fcbr- 
butic conftitution V 
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He remarks that, tvith regard to the 
T«fc$$M>d W cure, no dlfeafe has more divided 
*th* fefetiments of phyficians, than the puer- 
*j>et& fever. That the apparent iridieations 
•an4 cdngra-indicatkms of bleeding, and other 
renxfe arihng from the compilation of 
itiflaimniatory atid putrid fymptetra; the 
(bejtft^ddal appearance : tif the vrimitiixg and 
"^irgliig,vas whether tfccy are cntieai orfymp- 
tomatical; and the different caufes from 
whence fymptoms fimilar to each other may 
arife in pregnant women; allconfpire to in- 
volve the fubjefl: in great obfcurity and inde- 
cifion. Speaking of the cure he fays, that 
one of the moft effential points to be afcer- 
tained, refpe&s the propriety of bleeding., 
That a free ufe of the lancet has been gene* 
rally regarded as the moft fuccefsful expedi- 
ent in pra&ice ; and that there are fpme in- 
ftances of critical haemorrhages which would 
appear to confirm its utility. But he thinks, 
he may fafely affirm from experience, that, 
for one who will be benefited by large 
j^l?e^irjg, a much grfeater number will be in- 
jbttd, and that even almoft irretrievably. 
That, indeed, he isfo fenfible of this fadt, that 
for feveral years he has feldom advifed bleed- 

T ing, 
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ing, . exfcept in women of plethoric corifti- 
tutions, and in whom^the figns of inflam* 
jnation rofe high : : nor that even in fuch 
patients ought it to be repeated without great 
caution, and the exiftence of fttong indica*- 
tions. And concludes with obfsrving, that, 
though bleeding ought: iq general to be ufed 
with great caution, there are certaiply m^py 
cafes in which.it is bqtJbt necefjary, . snd »k 
vantageoys, • '.-.•' ' ; . 






■ ..»■. . - ... 

\ 



■ 



.i , . ... 



CHAP. 



* r 



PUERPEilAt PEVEft. 147 



'".V 



/ » r 



t « 



C HA P. VL 



The Author* s Opinion of the Caufe of this 

Mfedfe* 




MEDICAL Writers hive ranged 
the caufes of difeafes under various 
heads; fome of them rather tnofe fubtile* 
thah- ufefiiL I (hall confine myfelf to three 
of them : the immediate, or proximate \ the 
predifpofing, or remote j and the occafional 
caufe. The immediate, dr proximate caufe, 
of a difeafe, is that which is fufficient of it- 
felf to produce the difeafe* The predifpo- 
fing caufes are fuch as precede, and lead on 
to the immediate ; the occafional are fuch as 
fucceed, .and promote the predifpofing caufes: 
thefe,. being all combined together, form 
the immediate, or proximate caufe. 
: The immediate caufe, then, of the puer- 
peral fever, is an inflammation of the in- 
tcftines, and omentum. For the truth of 
this affertion I appeal to difle&ions. The 
chief predifpofing paufe, as I apprehend, i$ 

T 2 the 
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the preflure of the gravid uterus againft the 

* inteftines, and omentum. 

The uterus, after impregnation, rifes 
gradually, out of the pelvis , into the cavity 
of the abdomen* As it afcend\ it tfaaies ilfr 
burtlen along with it> which receives a gra- 
dual increafe in its bulk every day, for tlje 
fpace of nine months ; till at laft it becomes fb 
large as to diftend the abdomen to aij afffflfciog 

% degree. The progrefs of this diftenfita U 
fuppofed to be nearly as follows: la th* 
fpace of three months, after conception, thfe 
uterus rifes above the brim o£fae pel<iH*% Gtfd 
the tumour k* the abdomen begins to appear At 
th6 fifth month, it is infcreafed tb & muck 
greater magnitude, and rifes up as high 
as the middle fpace between the pubes add 
the havel. By the feventh taooth, the/b** 
dus uteri reiches as high as die navei, and at 
the eighth ftiorith, it is advanced midrtay b&* 
twixt the navd $.t\<\ fcrcbicUhts cordis. Itk 
the ninth . month, it rifes to within aftmll 
ipace of the lower point of the braaft-bone; 
and the neck of the Uterus is then wholly 
dift ended with the fundus, in a gl6fanalar forttw 
it is eafy to imagine that th* regularity df 
this diftenfion mull vary* oMk «tr lefa, m 

almofb 



almoft every gravid fijfcge£t ( aocording to the 
bulk of the child* the quantity of waters 
contained in the uterus* and many other con- 
tingent sircurnftances • attending geftation J 
fo that th<* verjr Jatqa Woman will hardly 
carry ^her torden twice, exadtly alike* It u 
remarked by authors that the fubftanfft of 
the utttto do£s not* in general* grow thin* 
ner by dxtenfion, but father i&crea&th ux 
thicktaefs'; hfenGe it* prettus? againft aay pert 
winch it may happe&to reft upoa* \vill be 
pretty grett, evfea tD theame of deli Very. At 
xkiQUtsrms increafes in magnitude it will begin 
to ik heavy upon the inteftmes, and by the 
end of fevea months I fliould imagine, will 
pre6 ftrongly ^aiaft them. From that 
time to the approach of delivery the *bdwnen 
muft be fo teafe and full, and the preifure fo 
great againft both the inteftine$ and omentum , 
as greatly to interrupt the circulation iq ya* 
rious parts of thof* vj/bera. And, i*e$r the 
term of childbirth, it muft be fo much *n- 
ereaied, that k appears to me much tiaore 
w©nderful> that the difeafe does not oftener 
happen, than that it hafp&as £q often as h 
does. But the all-wife Creator, who is jxro* 
w4«nt in all his works, hath filled the gravid 

uterus 
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uterus with a fluid, for'the prefervatipn of the 
inteftines as well as the tender infant, dtir- 

ing a ftate of pregnancy, and conftru&ed the 

former as fb many large hollow moveable' 

tubes, filled with air and other fluids, rolling 

gently ofte upon another, and therefore eafily 

yielding to preflure, 'and not fb fbon affe&ed 

by it. The fame wifdom is alio confpicuous- 

in the fituation, and ftru£ture, of the amen* 

turn; for it is generally well guarded by plenty 

of fat, and not very fufceptible of feeling; 

and is placed, in a loofe flowing ftate, upon 

the foftly yielding inteftines. May not 

likewife that distribution of the fat in lines, 

which run on each fide its blood-veffels, 

be defigned as fb many bolfters to defend 

them more effe&ually from preflure? At 

leaft, could any thing be more artfully de- 

vifed for fuch a purpofe ! The omentum ^ in 

the latter part of pregnancy, muft either lie 

flat, which is its natural fituation, or be 

rumpled and carried up, by the gravid uterus, 

in folds or doublings. When thislaft is the 

cafe, which probably is not unfrequently fb, 

the danger of a ftrangulated circulation will 

be the greater. 

The 
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. The general effe&s of this preffure of the 
gravid uterus upon the inteftines and othentum 
will be, to interrupt the free circulation of the 
blood, particularly in thofe parts on which 
it happens to be moil: prevalent, ; and fode;* 
ftroy the tone of the blood-veffels. The 
other parts, more free from this compreflion^ 
will receive ; a larger quantify of blood into 
their . veflels than ufiial^by which mean^ 
they will be diftended, their, qoats weakened, 
and the furrounding capillaries filled with half! 
ftagnating fluids, and may become more: 0$ 
lefs inflamed. The evils attending this 
preffure : mu(j: be inqreafed by .refpiration; 
The diaphragm* at every full infpiration wiH 
prefs the injtefiinal vi/cera ftrongly -againft 
the diftended uterus, and the. abdominal myfc 
ides will as ftrpngly refift it. Hence all violent 
exercife, or labour, in an. advanced ftate of 
pregnancy, muft be very hurtful. Th$ 
frequent vomitings, which happen to fbmQ 
women ia thp latter end of : geftation, may 
fpr the fame reafbn be injurious. If the child's 
Jiead, or aay hard part of its: body, fhouldbs 
fo placed in th? uteruf during gravidity, a$ 
to prefs ftrongly upon any particular part 
of the int^ftinal cana} or qm^ntjtm^ then th$ 

danger 
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danger will b$ increafed; bdeaufe in that 
Cafe, it would a<ft upon it like a hafd fixed 
body. As 1 am no pra&itioner in midwifery, 
1 hare hot had an opportunity of attending 
fo minutely to the different r ' complaints, 
arifing from this foppofed preffure, during 
the ftate of pregnancy, as thofe who exercife 
that ait. But I frequently meet with women, 
after' delivery, endeavouring to accoiint for 
their pains in *he^A/w*» affeftmgany patti^ 
dular part, from ifoe : child's lying more on 
Ihis,- or that fide, 'dwiftg geftaltion* 
l i • The nearer the • woman ■ approaches to 
her time, thegfeafter will be the')mifchiefi 
arifirig from th?s compreflion. ' As fbon sis 
actual labour tomes on, the wt)m^n v is feizefd 
ttfth iparttetrlar pins, returtirtg at intervalr, 
which occafion 1 (uch repeated convulfive 
motions upon th$ abdominal 1 mtifcles and 
diaphragm, as to force the child 'down into 
the pelvis and caufe deli very . By this pain- 
ful and laborious a€fcion the body is much 
heated, a fever, for the time being, is pro- 
duced, theinteftines and omentum are ftrongljr 
rubbed, and ground as it werb, againft the 
gravicl uterus, at every confrylfiv? throe, 
$11 the chilt} makes its* way into the pelvis^ 

• Afte? 
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After the expulfion of the child and after- 
• : birth, the uterus gradually becomes lefs and 
lefs, and at laft fhrinks down into the bottom 
of the pelvis. The teguments of the abdomen, 
which, before delivery were greatly diftended, . 
are now relaxed, and by degrees recover 
. nearly their former ftate. The inteftines and 
omentum, being freed from their incumbrance, 

■ the circulation becomes more equal through 
. their whole, fubftance ; the veffels of thofe 
parts, on which the uterus chiefly lay, are 
immediately filled with blood ; but being 
greatly weakened, by fuch a long continued 
preflbre, they have almoft loft their elaftic. 
power, anfl can Scarcely propel forwards their 
contained fluids. Juft as we lee a compreffion, 
on any foft external part of the body, will 
caufe a blacknefs in .that part, probably from 
an extravasation of the fluids, which will 
not go off for Several days. And why may 
not the fame thing happen to the tender 
fubftance of the inteftines and omentum ? By 
thefe means the veflels become- completely 
filled with blood, and are ripe for inflamma- 
tion. And if the injury done the inteftines 
and omentum, by thefe caufes, or others to be 

U enume- 
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enumerated hereafter, be fo great as to pro~ . 
duce an a&ual inflammation, then will arife 
the puerperal fever. But if on the contrary* 
the veflels foon recover their ftrength, fb as 
•to keep up a free circulation, in that cafe: 
the patient will never be fenftble of any in- . 
jury, and will fee reftored to her health, as 
if nothing had happened. From hence we ■ 
ftiay account for the mifchief arifing from 
the negleft of procuring ftools, foon after 
delivery 5 and for the great danger of keej>- 
ing lying-in women hot, and giving them 
warm fpices, wine, and fpirituous cordials i- 
left the inteftines and omentum, already turgid ' 
with blood, fhould catch the flame and de- 
ftroy the patient ! 

I will now proceed to confidef fbme other 
evil effects arHing from this preflure. By 
long compreflion the inteftines are, in fome 
• meafure, deprived of their periftakic motion, 
their coats are weakened, and become in 
a manner paralytic. Hence coftivenefs, 
windy complaints, and fpafmodic conftri&ions 
in the bowels, fo common to pregnant wo- 
men. The confequence is, that, after delir 
very, their tone being loft, they become 

quickly 
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Quickly over-diftended with flatus, which I 
imagine happens more or lefs after all deli- 
veries, but particularly after thofe that are 
tiufuccefsful ; the capillary veflels of their 
tunics having likewife* as faid above, loft their 
elafticity, are eafily diftended with blood, and 
loon brought into an inflammatory ft ate. Be- 
sides, any particular part of the inteftines, not 
.covered by the omentum, will be particularly 
. -liable to thefe incon veniencies. Now that 
part of the inteftinal canal, which is fituated 
.-in the. hypogaftric region, is feldom covered 
. by the omentum , but lies naked, and expofed 
to this eompreffion. "And as the child 
feems chiefly liipported in the abdomen, by 
irefting upon the brim of the pelvis? the 
greateft preflure will commonly be upon the 
fmall inteftines, either in the right or left 
iliac region, or directly in the middle above 
the os pubis. From this laft circumftance I 
account for the pain andNtendernefs of the 
hypogaftric region, which is generally the 
ponftant and infeparable companion of this 
difeafe, and therefore conftitutes the chief 
pathognomonic fymptom. . In difle&ion the 
firft, and fixth, the inteftines were chiefly 
affe&ed on the left fide ; probably from the 

U z uterus 
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uterus preffihg more on that fide, than the 
" other. In the fixth diffe&ion it is obfepved, 
that the coats of the inteftines Were more . 
thickened on the left fide of the abdomen, 
than on the right ; which appearance is gene- . , 
r^lly deemed a certain fign of a preceding in- . 
flammation. And this, in all probability, 
was the caufe of that partial rirsumfcribed 
inflammation of the inteftines, a little above 
the os pubis , mentioned alfo in the "fame dif- 
fe&ion f . From all which it appears, that 
the inteftinal canal muft particularly {u&tx 
Jn this difeafe ; efpecially in its inferior part, 
where the preffure is fo great, and lb con- 
ftant, and where the inteftines have no 
apron, or covering, fuch as the omentum, to 

i . . 

defend them. And from hente likewife, as 
I imagine, arifes the great deception, among 
authors, relating to the caufe of this diibrder. 
For, finding it generally accompanied with 
a pain in the region of the pubes, happening 
foon after delivery, they immediately con- 
cluded that it muft of courfe be owing to an 
inflammation, or fome other afFe£bion r of the 
uterus ; which communicated its effects to the 

* • ■ • 

'P93. $3. 

hypogaftnc 






;•;; PUERPERAL FEVER. 157 

jjypogaftric region, and was irritated by any 
; compreffion made upon the abdomen. Where* .." 
as jt appears, by the diffe&ious, that the : 
uterus was fuuk down within the cavity of 
;, the pelvis j out of the reach of external prek < \ ■ . 

. sfure, and in a found ftate. Hence then, I '-..•' 

.think, we may fairly conclude, that what .;""■• 
they in general afcribed to an inflammation 
of the uterus, was owing purely to an inflam- . 
Illation of the iriteftinal canal. 

The faces being long pent up, by the /- : . 
preffure of the gravid uterus, become putrid, - 
and, in the large inteftines, often fb hard as 
jto be concreted into a fort of balls. This 
evil extending, more or lefs, through the 
whole inteftind circumvolution, that is, fix 
times the length of the perfon's body, affords ' ■ 
an ample fource of putrefaftion to irritate, > 
and corrupt the inteftines, and, at length, to . : 
infeft the whole fabrick ; but particularly the. '.. 
ftomach and omentum, parts which are in- 

- jured by the fame caufes, and clofely con- 
nected. Thofe vifcera, being once difeafed, 
will aft reciprocally upon each other : the 
bowels will afFe£t the ftomach, and injured 
omentum ; the'fe, in return, will refledt back " 
the diforder upon the inteftines ; by which 



means 
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• means the complaints will fometimes becopie .■ 
" ■': ib general overlhe whole abdomen, that neither ■ 
■ the phyfician nor the patient can hardly de* ■ 
Icribe the true fituation of the difbrder ; how^ 
. ■■>%" ever, generally fpeaking, its chief feat will t i 
' ' -. 'be found in fbme part of the hypfcgaftric 
: region. . A fever will fucceed, accompanied 
with great thirft, violent pain of the head, and 
frequently with a ficknefs at the ftomach, or 
. . vomiting. The body will be either coftive, . 
."' ' or nature, by a beneficent effort, Will indicate 
. ; the method of cure, by # diarrhoea. If this 
lafl fhould be the cafe, and the diipharge 
(hould be very plentiful, fp as thoroughly tp 
empty the inteftinal canal, and make a re- 
. . vulfion from the inflamed inteftines $nd 
omentum, the difeafe will terminate favoura- 
bly ; unlefs it hath unhappily taken too deep 
root, before this falutary evacuation was 
brought about. Then, indeed, the intefH-i ■ 
nal canal and omentum will become more and 
more affe&ed, and will foon change from an 
inflamed, to a gangrenous jftate. 

What I have here advanced, may undoubt- . 
edly appear very fingular. It is true we have 
no accounts, in any author which I have 
met with, of an inflammation of the intef- 

■ 
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: ' tines and omentum being the general caufe of / 
-fevers after delivery, and arifing chiefly ... 

, . from. the preflure of the gravid uterus* But . \ , 
there are fome paffages, in feveral writers ot ■" . • 

. ■ nofmall diftinftiori, thatftrongly indicate a .•;■.- 
poflibility of. the. omentum being greatly in-. : . ' 

. jured, merely, by compreflipn. Caspar , /■ 
Bavhin, treating of the omentum, fays, . . 

; ' " That inrfbme women, after delivery, it re- 
mains fo collected about the middle of the - ".■ 
belly, as frequently to excite confiderable 
pains V And. the ingenious Ruysch had 
often been furprifed with hard oblong tu- 

\ mours, remaining in the abdomen after child- , 
birth, for years together, with little or no 
pain, though generally with fbme inconve- 
nience or other, till he difcovered the true 
caufe by diffeftion. For he then found, in , 

one of thefe cafes, the omentum very much 
thickened, elongated, and degenerated into a' 
fat flefhy fcirrhous fubftance, adhering above 
to the bottom of the ftomach, and below* 
to the fundus uteri \" Baron van Swietex 
endeavours to account for fuch inftances, as 
the firft above-mentioned, by fuppofing the, 

1 Theat. Anatom. lib. i. cap. xii. pag. 44. 

a 9bf«rr, fLWQVk chinirg. Ccat. ebfemt. buii. p*g. $9. 
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ttncntutn to be rolled up into the abdomen, 
by the rifing uterus, and there, by the pre£ 

; fure of it, or by fome other caufe, to become * 
cxficcated, and to have its lamella concreted, . 

' in fiich a manner, as to hinder it afterwards 
from falling down, and regaining its propeir 
fituation. His words are, " Videtur dutem 
quandoque omentum ab utero ajfurgente con- 
volve & complicari: Jijam y vel ab uteri com- 
freffione, vel ab alia quacumque caufa, \ficcefcat 
omentum, concretio lamellarum omenti metuen- 
da eritj nee depleto per par turn utero poterif 
evolvi, ut prijlinum locum occupet 1 " But 
might not fuch changes be rather attributed 
to a preceding inflammation of the omentum, 
caufed by the preflTure of the uterus during 
gravidity ? The celebrated Morgagni, 
in his late excellent work, feems to be of 
this opinion, and quotes thefe very two in- 
ftances : " During pregnancy, fays he, the 
omentum, being compreffed by the uterus znd 
the other vifcera, and for that reafbn . fbme- 
times inflamed, may be formed into an 
oblong and almqft fcirrhous tumour, which 

remains in fome after delivery; as has even 

- 

■ 

f Comment, in Bderh. Aph, torn. iv. pag. 460. 

been 
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been ob&rved by -me ; am! affe&s them ibme* - 
times with paiin; but alWays r witH fbme ift- 'I 
convenience bif^theri as Rvysch has taught 
us, and, before hini, BavhiK had hinted V f 
Thefe dWervations therefore (to which I 
did not attend till I had committed illy 1 
thoughts on this fubje& ■ to paper) help to : 
confirm me in my opinion ; namely* That the - 
immediate caufe of the puerperal fever, is 
ah inflammation of the iriteftines and ofnen^ 

* * 

tum\ arid that the chief predifpofing caufe f 
is the preflure of the graVid iit&us. 
\ . Atiother great misfortune attending gravi- 
dity is, that the whole abdominal vifceruy 
being ftraitened for 'want of room, will prefi' 
flrongly j againft the diaphragm, and aorta, 
defcendens, -T)y which means the lungs can- 
not be fufficiently expanded, a leffer quantity 
of blood will be carried mtothe inferior parts 
of the body,' and a greater quantity retained 
in the fupetforj, that is, ; fhim the midriff up^ : 
vfrards. ^t\&% over-flow 6f blood will croud' 
in upon the heart, * which will propel it 
dTreftly into the aorta* ih'order tp be cirried 
liitti the extreme part$ of the body. But tht ' 
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PSft tf -tfrafgW?! *W!fr»\ P*eve*t& itfj pa^Bg] 
nadftig-to &e-lan& extrtsijjtvJj^ tterefpr© 
a larger quantity s&uft- n^qt&fify, : ^ ipfet 
tile fi9*¥ ^^^».a«|d quickly return aggft' 
injtft. tke lungs f>o|n wheiice fcjnpife. fly, 
tlwferJgjeapp, the filiation, tyyi^e.^aafipfj, 
ed,;ps it wpre, tp a;k#?r ciscujf } tjap ctyit-, 
*W Y<$pls of tfcp lqggs will t». coptjnuaMy,; 
°rer?$fi$»d<?4 wkb blood;, ijhfc ^ufctibfi ; 
«%; ite 1 *.. gflsatfr i«Ptp^?4 ; and 4»Ut. pr^ui*. 
always prepared to, J?e<jei*e an , fofbrprnatpyy; 
or fw^reicqitf <&tf 4£t U PQP a»y iuperve^ing 

wi$kthe,f£Mer, : qai^^.^e^^nw^oo^ 
tl^.iuteftines w&.omtttum, i^ ( ^im*gjne %; 

^fc;..^ c W» i .8»PW?&«.. cfwcs..i^| ej$r 

a M$s r ^ dnefs °f .# ^» ■»% swwfr for, 

former part of our argument'; and the perip- 

neun»njc. fymytomtfo f^mimw&m^ 
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. ihe puerperal Fever, fufficienitly countenan<& 
the latter* 

From what has been raid we ijiay con* 
cluae, fKat the degrees of this difeafc may 
lie various, from the flighted to the ttiofl: 
violent, according to the ftate of the bowels 
and omentum, at the time of the attack. If 
they are very flightly afle£fced, the difeafe, by a 
gentle treatment, may go off in a very little 
time. If more . than flightly affe&ed, then 
it will require a longer fpace, and more 
efficacious methods. If ftill more affeflted, 
the danger will rife in proportion ; and fo on, 
till at length it mdy arrive at the mofi vio- 
lent degree, eipecially when complicated 
* with an inflammation of the lungs, and -be in 
danger of proving fetal in a very fhort 
"time ! This is not mere furnrife ; for, I think 
I dare venture to affirm, from my own ex- 
perience, that there are all thefe ftates, and 
degrees, of the puerperal fever. 

£nd hence alio wfe may be able to giv6 
.fome reafbn, why this difeafe is the moil 
eafy, $x& the moft difficult tQ cure : Why 
its fligbteft degree is only a fmall remove! 
ffotii tfce ftate in which all women ait, after 
phildhirth ; and why its inoft violent de-' 

X 2 gree 
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gree is only a little remove from death : 
Why all lying-in womfen have been, and 
ever will be, fiibjefik to this difeale ; becaufe 
the caufes that produce it are common to 
pregnant women, at all times, and in all 
climates : Why the uterus is not, according 
to the generally received opinion, the chief 
part injured j .and why, on dif$e£ion, it was 
even found in . a. found ftate * : Why neither 
a fuppreflion of the lochia, nor of (he milk| 
is the caufe of this diforder \ but moftly 
iymptomatical ; As alfb why the puerperal 
fever is pot an infe&ious difeafe, any more 
th^n the iliappaffion, aplejjrify, a nephritis, or 
an inflammation in any pther part of the body ; 
Why it may in general be eafily cured, if 
faken at the beginning ; and why a negled 
pf it muft often prove fatal : Why all teftace- 
pus powders, and aftringents of eypry kind, 
given at the beginning, rpuft frequently 
prove deftruftive j and why a oompreffion 
ty fcapdage yppn the (tbdqmett, in tf»is malady, 

* Instances, of this kind, are preferred in the anatomical 
Museum, of that accurate and ingenious Aofttamift Mr, 
HENRY WATSON of Rathbone-Place, Sofao, whofe 
valuably Collection is afyj}yf open fof th$ general yqprov^ 
Pf ijt of j^dicfrt (peace. 
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qi even after any delivery, is hurtful : Why 
miliary, and other febrile eruptions, are opt 
the necefTary cojifequence of this diforder, . 
but merely accidental*. From what has 
been propofed we may likewife learn, why 
clyfters, and cathartics, are fo effe&ual 
in the . cure of this diftemper, and 
why all other methods fliould prove uh- 
fuqcefsful, without them; why bleeding, 
therefore, may be only looked upon as a 
fecondary help, though it fhould always be the 
firft in point of time: Why in all fevers, 
fucceeding a ftate of pregnancy, an evacua- 
tion by the inteftiual canal is the principal 
Remedy: And laftly, why a thorough ac- 
quaintance with the nature, caufe, and cuifo 
of the puerperal fever, is a certain key to 
the knowledge, and treatment, of all fevers 
happening after delivery ; whether under the 
name of milk-fever, or any other. 

Having pointed out the noxious eflefts, of 
the primary and grand predifpofing caufe qf 
this difeafe, the preflure of the gravid uterus, 

■ 

* Oo this head coofult the judicious writings of tb« 
celebrated Profeflbr ,ANTONIUS be HAEN, to hh Ratio 

t \ 

": ' I will 
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) will proceed to enumerate fome other caute's 
which have the fame evil tendency. Thete 
happen either before, or after delivery/ The 
principal caufes, after delivery, which may bs 
termed occafional, are too free an ufeof cpfdirfs 
and fpices} an over-heated air; an unhealthy 
ftate of the atmofphere ; uneafin^fs of 
mind ; a baa habit of body ; an obftru&s 
td perfpi ration \ frut elpecially the negle& 
of keeping the belly gently open foon afte* 
childbirth: and in a word, every pdffible ac- 
cident which igcapatye qf increafing the cir- 
culation of rhe blood. For the inteffines 
arid omentum, being prepared as it were, by 
the preceding uterine compreffion, to receive 
any febrile commotioi) *aifed in the blood, 
jwillbe ever ready to c^tch the ftame, let the 
exciting caufes be whatibever they will: I 
ptily particularize the above 3$ the flioft 
pommon, arid fhemoft prevalent. 

And as the puerperal fever hath a ftrong 
tendency* to run quickly into a fl^te of putre- 
"fedtitfh; 'all eaufes, dating pregnancy, whfcli 
contribute to bring on a corruption of the 
blood grid! juices, will greatly conduce to this 
. difeafe. Hence ^breathing a moift, or impute 
joe ; -want of cleaijlinefs ; indolence ; vexation; 

intemperance 



intem^ance , ojf every kind ; great qqftj ve*. ; 
n^fc 'n^rd j^pjjr,. qr ; yipleat eXercjie.;; fcigh-v 
fe'a^»e<t ineis t too-muc^aaim^lfo^K ««■: 
alry^pov^irfuJ pwdftppfiflg qaufes. Rfeg- . 
n^*ptiypnj^*. : t|ieirefore^lhot>ld he very, safe- : 
fuj, ; .|p; . ay$4, . atl thefe things a? much . as 
fyvjjjfi&i 1' -Iffeeir, dje; iShoi^d be pfcin, ap<|,- 
fimgie;,' i$$> a. du.c ij&jxtjtre pf aaimahand. 
veg^able jjubfjtajjces. Tbey fhould eat plen- 
tifully* of; fruit, and drink mild,, cooling,, and. 
acefceht' liquors. If this, fort of. diet he DOB : 
lu^jcient to/keep the body gently open,, 3£r 
cbftiye^fe is particularly to b^ avoided* they , 
ihoufd take, now and then, a little cream, of , 
tartar J lenitive ele&uary, or ma^neji^ Thew: ■ 
ex§ rcile ftiould be regular, but always Anode* c 
rate; t , tfiey (hpuld. carefully guard a^abft; 
violent pafflons, and all anxious oargs: aw£ t 
to avbjd the bad effedl? of indolence* kt' 
theni ern»!qy thenilelves in j(uch dome&Q qct 7 
cun'atiops a?, amine the mind*, without, fcti^ 
guin^th^bWy. ^ 

I will' now endeavour to account far Corns*;. 
of the morbid appearances, which I Qpfcrv<e&» 
in the duTe&ion of thofe who died of this 
|ever. TJhe . d#praved lj^i^s,, founds in the 
cavity of the ahdomm and pelvis, {prang, In 

all 
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all probability, from that volatile lymph, 
which is continually petfpiring through every 
pore of the abdominal vifcerd y .ztiAperifonaum 
and from the difeafed parts of the inteftiheS 
and omentum. The quantity of pus 9 which 
was found mixed with thefe vitiated fluids % 
Was probably the effects of the inflammation 
on the fiirface of the laft-mentioiied vifcera* 

'A 

Juft in the fame manner* as we fee pus fre- 
quently generated on the external parts of 
the body, in fbme inflammations of die eyes 
for example, without any excoriation, or lo(s 
of fubftance. This opinion feems to be con- 
firmed.by the fixth difle£ti6n> where a quan- 
tity of pus wds feen actually adhering to the 
integuments which lay over the recently 
inflamed furface of the inteftines*. This 
purulent difcharge, as faft as it colle&ed, 
would, in general, be wafhed away by the 
perfpirable fluids fteaming through the pores 
of the abdominal cavity,' as well as by the 
general mafs of liquors collected in the pelvis 
and abdomen, and would be found 'mixed 

therewith. 

. / ■ i - 

f Pag. 49. 43. 46. 56. » Pag. 53. 

The 
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iFhe great inflation of the ftomach and * 
inteftines % * might be owing partly to a ; 
paralytic Weaknefs of their coats* from long 
preffure, fo as to render them eafily diftend-' 
ed;*but p&rtictilarly to the air continually 
generating from the putrefa&ion of the ex- 
crementitious humours, caufing irritation and * 
fpafmodic conftri&idns in various parts of 
the inteftinal canal. As a prbof of this laft' 
we find, where a profufe difcharge by ftool 
hath coiile on from the beginning, arid con- 
tinued through the whole courfe of the dif- 
cafe, fo as to carry off this putrescent matter - 
as fcft as it was colle&ed, that the inteftines 
were not fb diftended with^/w; as hap- 
pened ih the fubje&s of the firft, and fourth 
diffe&ion. * 

The flight adhefion of the inteftines to 
each other % might be principally caufed by 
the inflammation of their coats, aflifted by 
preflure. The inflamed omentum when it 
is not rumpled up, but lies finoothly over the 
furface of the inteftinal canal, may likewife 
fbmetimes tend to bring about this effeft. 
lp the fubjedt of the fourth diffe&ion, where ' 

!Pag. 41. 43. 48. $3, '» Pag. 38. 4*.4*« 
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ti\$ omentum covered the whole fturface of tile 
ir^tei^vies, it adhered clofely not oply to thf ^ 
njUpera be^ow, but to the pfritonftm abovfe *♦ - 
The greater or ieis degree of this adhefioii 
n^ay aHb depend pretty much upon -:tj»- 
greater or lefs quantity, of fluid colle&ed ia 
the abdomen ; which by its interposition might 
Iriuder, or diflblye, iuch ■ continuity. The 
drynefs of t;he parts, in the fourth fubjefit of 
d^Te&ion* was, as 1 apprehend, fhe chiqf 
caufe of that general ajdbefion <j>f tt^e qm$ntfm •[ 
to; (he whole copopafs of the afakmfu whi<?h 
lay within its contact 

, There ip one. circumftauc^, appearing on 
diffefltiou, which at firft iee^ns almoft un^ 
ac£Q»ntable. I mean, how-it cornea to pa& 
that the inteftines and omentum, in the fpaer , 
o£ three or. foujr days from the .time of com- 
plaining, fhould receive fo xxvuch iftpjgrl 
Th$ fubjeft of th? third d^e£tio» CQmplaiu? 
ed only on, thjp. third day after delivery, 
and fhe diedoa the fixth, with tfhe iiiteftinps 
gOpatly injured, and the omentum in a gaogr^- 
nous (late* It is difficult to imagine haw 
the malady, could make fuch a progrefk ia 
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ft fjiort atitae. fit tKis ci : rcUmtiance, ftiange. 

as it is, fttbngly- cofrtbotiates the bpihibh ad-' 

vaticed ahoVe; namely, that the inteftines, 

stttd. orHenlukt become (6 chafed and irritat- 

erf,!hy the compreffion anil fri&ion, of the. 

giavid utirusy during labour, as to be almoft, 

in a ftafe of inflammation, in moft women,. 

at the time of delivery: and that very* 

(lender fupervehing caufes, fuch as havf. 

been recited, will frequently reduce it to. 

that ftate, and thus bring on the puerperal 

feven Nay, I dare almoft Venture to go" 

further and fay, that it is not impoflible, but 

very probable, that the omentum may fome-i 

times be in a Hate of inflammation even be- 

fore delivery, and the patient not be fenfible 

of it Suppbfe the uterus, for iriftance,, 

fhould make a long continued preflure upoa 

pne particular fpot, at the lower part of the 

omentum, and all the reft be pretty free* 

Might not an inflammation take place, fopdg 

days preceding delivery, upon that par* 

ficular part only, and be feme time before 

it fpread fo as to affed the whole om'entukt 

Now ? fti fuch a cafe, I prefiime, that the pa^ 

tient wguld not be immediately fenfible of 

*hy J>ato ? ^caufe of the infehfibility or the 
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amentum ; that is, not till the inflammation 
h^d fpread itfelf pretty nearly all over that . 
organ, and readied the upper part, where 
the nerves become larger, and /^yhere it is 
ponne&ed with the other yi/cera. And if, 
iome flight pains fhould come on, either 
before, or immediately after delivery, the 
patient plight confound them with labour, 
pr after-pains, and pay no regard to them 
till the inflammation became general. In 
tjiis cafe, a§ the difeafe advanced, a fup? 
puration, pr gangrene^ or both, would feize 
firft upon the fpot primarily affe£ed, and 
from thence gradually advance upwards. 
Thp ijiteftines alfo, though adually inflamed, 
ajre not ajways attended with that degree 
of pain, fever, and other violent fymptpms t 
which are commonly expected. I have 
known a puerperal patient fit up in bed, eat 
heartily, and complain, of very little pain 
|n the qbdomen, u^lef? upon preffing. it, yet 
the difeafe in a few days hjrth proved mortal, 
and I have found the inteftiues greatly in- 
8apied, By tfyefe means the difeafe may 
>erhap ? , nqw and then, make great progrefs 
>efore delivery, and either not be felt at all* 
gf be f»iilaken for other pains. Befides, 
' *'. " ■'" " ' ■ '' '" • ' the 
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dje female fex, being -fubjeft, from their 
peculiar make aud nature, tQ g. variety of 
changes and pains abojuttjie region of the 
abdomen, are more inured, a$ it were, to 
pain in general, and bear it oi]ach better, 
-upon ippft occasions, than men. And this 
alio may be o#e great region why they pften 
negledt the firft fymptoms of the puer- 
peral fever, thinking, like many of their 
other complaints, tjiey yvill ceafjb of them- 
felves. 

From the infenfibility therefore of the omen- 
tum, from the difeafe fometimes beginning 
at its lower part, and from the primary de- 
grees of pain in the infeftipal canal being 
miftaken for others of $ different nature, I 
account for Jthe feen^ipg inconfiftencies with 
refpedt to the time pf coriiplaining, and 
the great havock which is found to be made 
upon the inteftines and omentum, fb foori after 
the difeafe puts on it$ true appearance. Upon 
the fame principles we may account for the 
diftemper coming on, either before, or im- 
mediately after delivery ; for the mortflp 
cation which had particularly feized the 
Jpvfer part of the omentum^ in the fubje&s 
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tf the fecortd, and fourth' diffe&ibn * : tt 
ahb for the fodden and imminent danger 
itfhich, in &me cafes, muil attcnciit. Arid 
Jaftfy, from ^h# has been fajd, the curidus 
feader may likewife explain many other par* 
fcicitlafs, which will naturally occur to nini 
jn the perta&l of the description, progfrdifltics, 
difle&ions, and dure of this dife&ft; but wfttp h 
jcrould be too tedious to recount here. It is 
filfficifent, for the prefent purpofe, tfo haye 
drawn the great out- lines which Jea4 |tQ alj 
ihe reft. 

To concede: we haye feen in the preceding 
fchdpter that it is the general opinion of au- 
thors, from the time of Hippocrates t$ 
this day, That this difeife principally arife$ 
fcither from a fiippreifiott of the lochia ; an in-r 
llammation of the uterus \ a retention of the 
hiilk ; or from fottje other complaint pecu- 
liar to the uterus. My differing {o widely 
in opinion, therefore, frojn the eftablifhed 
Sentiment of (6 many "ages, may require fome 

«plogy. All that I can offer in my defence 
, that I have drawn faiy notion, of the caufe 

* ■ 
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of this difeafe, from a courfe of reafbning 
fupported by diffe&ions ; and have grounded 
my theory, upon a careful examination of all 
its iymptoms. Appealing to the candour of 
the reader, I humbly fubmit the whole to 
ftand, or fall, by the teft of future obferva- 
ttons; and left f ftiould have erred, I will now 
make the fame excufe, and in the fame wor4$,' 
as, I have upon another occafiou x . Nunc', 
propojitutp meum perfect \ et per totum opus* 
intrare tentavi in abdita quafi et penetralia 
morbi, quo facilius ejus latebras et receffus 
patefacerem, omnibufque exponerem\ quod Ji 
reSie peregi 9 mihi abunde eft ; Jin minus y 
bumanum eft errare. 
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III Preface! Pigevi. Line I, fir fleets— rtad efft&i . 
la Pfcge after Contents, for Fere, /r/nf— read Ficnfcire, 
Ja Tiettife, Paws 8, Line *, /w noways,— /W in no wife* 
T*k* 5^> *** toe ^j ^ * P 1 ^^ ^ ar S e quantity of thin bloody liquor was 
- / found in each cavity of the thorax, 

\ Pfcgefo, Ltae 1 t,/or The London— *W The City of Le-ntos, 
P«fe 72, lane j, for tx roent— -/W treatment. 
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